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on tho ridiculous but always con-
tnin o gliot of truth. Guthric's
aonse of humor, political satire
and wry delivery make him a
storyteller for all time.

“A lot of it is juast repoating,
like tho blind judge whe valka in
with his secing-eyc dog or officer
Obie,” said Guthrie. “But maybo
it wan exaggerated a little with
the 27 8-by-10 color glossy pho-
tographs (with cireles and
arrows and a paragraph on the
back of cach one), They were
renlly black-and-white. Of course
ns it went on with the renl officer
Obiv and the blind judge, it gets
aven more ridiculous. Truth is
atranger than fiction sometimes.”

Guthrie is as witty today ns in
the lyrics for “Coming Into Los
Angeles,” “The Motoreycle Song”
and “The Paugo of Mr. Claus (the
FBI nong).” Asked how his music
has changed over the years,
Guthrie replies, “It's gotten bet-
ter. Anybody who does the snme
thing for 40 yunra has to get bet-

ter’

Guthrie loft Warner Brothers
after 16 years to start his own
company, Rising Son Records, in
1986, He npends 10 months o
year on the road with son Abe,
30, and daughter Sarah, 20,
Jjoining him on stage.

“I didn’t encourage or discour-
age them,” he oaid. “Abe started
playing at o young nge on his

own ond started bothering moe to
show him stuff. Sarah onl;
became interested threo or four
years ago because sho was hang-
ing around with people who were
playing acoustic music. All four
of my kids know how to play
something, though not all of
thom*puraued it but have gone

- on to do nomothing ¢olse.”

Next stop

Proceods from his perfor-
mance at the Ann Arbor Folk
Feutival will benrfit Tho Ark in
Ann Arbor, ono of Guthric's
favorito stops whenever ho's in
the Detroit area. Guthrie bagan
coming to tho Ark in the late GOs
when the venue was too small
for him to play. “Alice's’ Restau-
rant” put Guthrie in the big
time. It waa not until the late
70s that the places he played
became “smaller and smaller.”

“I moy have not nlways been
famous, but I’'ve continuously
been on the road since the '60s,”
said Guthric, who in 1995 pub-
lished o children's book, “Mooses
Come walking,” with Alice Brock
{Alice of “Alice’s Restaurant®).

Underneath the humor is a
man who cares as much about
the suffering of other human
beings an he did in thone early
daya of marches and demonstra-
tions for civil rights and the end
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of the Vietnam War. It was a les-
son Guthrio learnod as a child.
His mother, Marjurio, and father,
Woody, who waa in the hospital
from the time Arlo was 7 until
he died from Huntington's dis-
cane 13 yoars Intor, inatilled a
scnse of responsibility.

“I wns bicught up that way”
said Guthrie. “Mom £nd dad
were two for whom singing waa
not cnough. You aleo had to do
something and vou had te speak
up about acmething, My moth-
er’s family was wiped out in the
Holocaust, and dad hed his
problems with Wall Street. Their
hiatory led them to believe you
have to say something and do
something .. not just be senaitive
to people's lives but participata
in them.”

Guthrie continuea to stand up
and be counted ugh the cen-
ter and foundation housed in the
0ld Trinity Church, the “scene of
the crime” in “Alice's Restau-
rant.” His Guthrie Foundation
was recently inatrumental in
taking the AIDS quilt to Cape
Town, South Africa. The Guthrie
Center, a nonprofit interfaith
church foundation named for his
futhoer, offers art and music pro-
grams for children recovering
from abusc, supports people
with HiV/AIDS and provides a
variety of community services.

The re-release in 1995 of an
updated veraion of “Alice’s
Restaurant” spreads Guthric's
anti-war messages to a now gen-
eration. And in between touring
and working with tho ceater,
Guthrie tries to keep his fingern
on the pulse of the folk music
sceno,

“Folk music today has
branched off into a whole indus-
try. But for me folk's alwaye
beon the music you've learned
from other pecople — by ear ar
written down. When I grew up,
songa were not just for enter-

hing you'd do in

intoreating.

“Wo try to present a wido
variety of musical forms,” said
Siglin. “Headlincrs have to be
ablo to knock out 4,100 people
and be nblo to diaw. The rest of
the people are tho unknowna:
Hot Club of Cowtown - they
play Texas swing. The work
botwuen the guitar and fiddle is
amazing. Fred Euglu-mlth
thoy’re a roadhouse band. He's
from Canada, but you'd think
ho's from Texas. They opened for
threo acts at The Ark and blew
(.hom off the stago. Beth Niclsen
is bent knowr 28 o

the evening. It's only in the Jast
100 yenrs that weo've recorded
music. Before that, it was passed
down.”

Coming to folk festival
Qver the years, legends such
as Donovan, Bonnie Raitt, Chet
Atkins, Don McLean and
Guthrie continued the tradition
of pnssing on their particular
style of music at the Ann Arbor
Folk Festival staged by Tho Ark.
This year David Siglin, dircctor
of The Ark, has once again
scheduled acts so diverse that
“if you don't like ane of the acts,
go out in the Jobby for 15 to 20
minutes. Tho next act will be on.
Thore’s no time to get bored.
Every one of these acts is highly

urmg writer but is a tromendous
performer.”

Hot Club of Cowtown

This Austin, Texas-based band
swinga. Jazz lovers, who attend-
od tho Frog Island Festival that
The Ark put on in June, are
familiar with the sound of the
group’s firat CD “Swingin’ Stam-
pede.” They’ll find their newest
CD, “Tall Tnles" oven hotter.

Violinist Elena Fromerman
grew up playing classical violin,
but listenors would never guess
that by the fiddlin' she docs on
“Joe Bob Rag,” “Wildcat” and
“Draggin’ the Bow.”

“Some people call it retro.
What 1 call it is hot jazz and
wostern awing,” said Fremer-
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“nationz] treasure” and Watroba
calls “the most important club
in his life.”

“It's the perfect event for
WDET,” 8aid Watroba. “The line-
up reflects the kind of stuff we
play. It's brillinntly booked.” The
music is planned to attract folk
fans young and old, and may
even win over some new facs.

Watroba, the father of four,
uses his music as a teaching
tool. “Wo talk about the history
of music in my class. I uso music
to teach the humanitiea.” One of
his goals in the classroom is to
help students open their minda

to all stylee of music and art,

It's that same mindsot that
serves him well on the air. Folk
music, particularly, appeals to
Watroba becauso it touches peo-
ple’s emotions. “It's real sub-
jects, real peoplc and real situa-
tions,” he sai

Songs people sang

Jones loves the immaodincy
that folk music and traditional
blues music have to offer. “You
don't need to round up a bund in
order to play,” snid Jones. “Early
traditional blues or black folk
music came from people creat-

ing a story and sharing it with
others. As a result of that, the
songs nlso ropresent in pure
form what people had on their
minds.”

Ho compared the direct quali-
ty found in folk and blues and
more-polished music with the
difference between drawing and
painting. “A painting is a fin-
inhed product. It's polished. A
drawing sort of has thesc lines
that show vrhere the artist was
going.”

Watroha also belioves in keep-
ing the folk tradition alive. “It's
a shared community ovent. I

hopo when someone hears ono
of my (live) shows, they feel like
their part of it.”

‘Watroba and Jones invite lis-
teners to be part of the festival
experionce. “Support the arta
and have a great time,” said
Jones. “There’s nothing like live
music.”

Both can be heard on 101.9
WDET-FM. Robert Jones hosts
"Blucs from the Lowlanda” 10

. to noon. Matt Watroba
uons “Folke Like Us" noon to 3
p.m. Saturday.

on earth. About 1812 the ideas
started coming after the war wos
finished botween Russia and
France's Napoleon.”

Cimarolli never forgot singing
the work for the first time with
the Windsor Symphony. “It's dif-
ficult because of the range,
besides which you're singing
such a large orchestra work,” she
said.

The LiYonia Sympheny
Orchestra continues its scason 3
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 13 with “A
Valentine's Concert” at the Livo-
nia Civic Center Library Audito-
rium featuring the 12-member
LSO Ensembla Group.

man. *I like it because it's happy
music. *It's dance music, 50 any-
one ean go and participate. It's
not antiquated or a museum
piece. It has to do with Ameri.
cansa horitage. The music from
the "20s and '30x is everykody's
heritage.”

Fremorman will be joined on
stage by Whit Smith, guitar and
vocals, and upright bass player
Matt Weiner, formerly of The
Flying Neutrinos.

Tradition at The Ark

Tho Ark celebrates its 36th
anniversary in 2000. Founded
as a coffee honse by four chureh-
es, this Ann Arbor institution
began by showcasing local
bands ploying traditional folk
and grassroots music. Today,
musicians ranging from Leon
Redbone to the RFD Boys take
to the stago with a wide array of
musical styles.

“With The Ark being open six
nighta a week, you don’t present
one kmd of muaic and make
money," eaid Siglin. “A lot of the
musicians are just bresking in,
and on these nighta thero might
be only 36 to 40 peoole. So we
present everything but atraight-
ahend rock. The money we make
on tho folk feativel allows us to
continue to do that.”

Sololst: Maria Cimarelli
sings the soprano role for
“Qde to Joy.”
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