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It all begins with a weather
report — the forecast is partly
cloudy with an 82 percent chance
of rain.

But the showers pouring
through scenes of Paul Thomas
Anderson’s "Magnolia” wash
together the lives of 12 people
oniz rundom day in California. As
the vkics grow darker, the plot
cscalntes and the lives of the
characters are forever altered.
Some are left wounded, some are
henled. All are counected in some
manner, And it takes place some-
where along a main thorough-
fare called Magnolin,

The opening scencs play out in
hurried faehion, from one char-
acter’s Yfe to the next, set oh-so-
approprintely to the tune of “One
in the Lonoliest Number.”

Lonelineas, isolation and insc-
curity plague the characters in
the film, but no one more than
the former Quiz Kid Donnie
Smith (William H. Macy). Smith
comes to the realization in his
adult life that knowing all the
answers doesn’t solve all of life's
difficulties. He's struggling to
survive and casc bis loncliness.
He declares: *[ really do have
love to give; I just don’t know
where to put it.”

Stanley Spector seems to be
following the same path as his

predecensor. Stanley is a boy
genius, on the varge of sotting o
record on the same quiz show
that made Donnic a child star.
He has sll the answers but can't
scem to win the love of his own
father, a struggling actor por-
trayed eoldly by Michael Bowen.
While Stanley’s father isn’t the
ideal parent, he's got nothing on
the quiz show's cclebrity host
Jimmy Gator. On screen,
Jimmy's the perfect family man.
Pitting kids against parents to
sce who's smarter, he's got a quip
for the audience after every com-
mercial break. But off camera
he's drowning himself in alcohol.
Not until he discovers his fail-
ing health does Jimmy try to

make amends with his estzanged
daughter, Claudia (Molora Wal-
ters), She'’s much too busy doing
cocaine and shifting through
meaningless physical relation-
ships to give him the time of day.
‘When he shows up at her apart-
ment door, she screams and
throws him out.

But you can't cause such a dis-
turbance in this town and get
awny with it. No nir. At lenst nat
when Officer Jim Kurring'’s on
duty. An honest-te-goodness mon
of the law (played by John C.
Reilly), Jim tricus to convince
himself he's a good cop. Taltking
to himaelf in his squad cor, he
assures himsolf: “This is my job
and I love it. I want to do well
and I want to help people.”

The dim-witted officer falls
quickly in love with Claudia,
without noticing any of her
habits. It's almost a8 easy to fecl
for Officer Jim as it is Phil
Parma (Philip Seymour Hoff-
man), a nuree caring for the
dying Earl Partridge (Jason
Robards), who incidentally is the
producer of the quiz show and a
dead-beat dad himself.

Phil ia there to case Earl's
pain while his young, second
wife runs frantically about town
filling prescriptions for mor-
phine. The unfaithful Linda Par-
tridge (Julianne Moore) can't
stand to watch him die.

The only thing she con imaog-
ine that would make the situa-

PETER SOKXU/NTW LIKT
Drama: Linda Partridge (Julianne Moore) and Earl
Partridge (Jason Robards) in a scene from “Magnolia.”

tion worse in her mind is getting
Enrl's son invelved. Frank T.J.
Mackey stopped talking to his
father at age 14 when Earl aban-
doned him ond his mother, who
later died.

Portrayed with a no-holds-
barred approach by Tom Cruise,
Frank hns grown up to become
an ultra-macho expert on female
seduction. His company, “Seduce
and Destroy,” teaches men how
to control women, but his own
life rpins out of control when it
comes to his family. This man

CONMING ATTRACTIONS

who has renounced his past dis- ~
cavers — as the narrator puts it — -

“Tho past isn't done with us.”

All the regrets, uncovered lics ’
and desperate pleas culminate in

ironic circumstances and some-

thing that can only be described *
ns heavy weather. Rain cannot |

wash away tho past.

Paul Thomas Anderson and .
director of photography Robert .

Elswit weave an unforgettable
story of life, death, love, honeaty,

infidelity and forgiveness which -

is unlike any other.

Scheauled to open Friday, Jan. 21

HOW 70 STEAL A KILLION

Storring Audrey Hepburn and Peter
0'Toola, will be shown at the Hictoric
Redford Theatra. Cabl (313) 537-2560
of check the Web ot
thaotroozgana.com/mi/ todiord.
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ANQELA'S ASHES

Besod on Frank McCourt's best-selling
novel, tha film deplcts his momolrs of
growing up in a struggling tnsh family.
His depressed mother trfes to keep the
chitaren in moldy broad and hand-me-
gowns, while his father drinks eway the
monoy he earns, Stars Emily Watson
ond Robert Corlyle,

CRADLE WitL ROCK

to open Friday, Jan. 28

Ravisit tha year 1937 and Orson Wolles'
attempt to mount the production of a
musical of the some title, which made it
ta Brondway even after the U.S. Govern-
mant shut it down. Stars Hank Azasia,
Ruben Blades, John and Joan Cusack.

DOWN Y0 YOU

A tomantlc comedy set among; collego
sludents in New York City, Directed by
Kris Isancson. Stors Freddio Prinzs Jr.,
Seima Blair and Hanry Winkler.

PLAY [T TO THE BONE

This offbeat adventure centers on two
friends who journey to Las Vegas In
hopes of resutrecting their falling boxIng
careers, anly 10 end up (n  battte for
tho beit. Stars Woody Hatrelson and
Antonlo Benderos.

THINGS YOU CAN JUST TELL BY...
Contemporary droma takes a behind-
the-scenes look Bt Dspects of pecple's
lives you can't soe by looking at them,
8nd tho difficulty peopie have In making
emotional connections. Stars Glean
Closa, Colista Flockhort, Holly Hunter
end Cameron Diaz,

Scheduled to open Friday, Feb. 4
THE 230 TEARE

Kevin Allen ditects a comedy film about

the world of celebrity halrdreasing.
When a gay, Scottish hairdresser travels
10 Los Angeles for the Super bowl of
halrstyling competition, he finds that
luck, chorm, guts and a really good
hairdrycr are the keys to success. Sters
Cralg Ferguson, and Frances Fishar .

“A MAGICAL, MUSICAL,
ANIMATED MASTERPIECE!”

“IMAX" Is THe WAy To See i1 Nor Just As A FiLm, But As AN Event”
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Roger Ebert, CRICAGO SUN-TIMES

“You WON'T Beuieve YOUR Eves OR Ears. THe New ‘FANTASIA 2000
Is ARGUABLY THE GREATEST DisNEY Fim Ever.”

i Seajde, KNX/CBS RADIO

“EaNTASIA 2000, INTRODUCES StvEN NEw MUSICAL
MOVEMENTS WHILE KeePING ‘THE SORCERER'S APPRENTICE.

Two THumss Up!”

Rogar Ebart oad Harry Knowier,
ROGER EBERT & THE MOVIES

ANTESIA

2000

tHe IMAX exPeRIENCE

HENRY FORD MUSEUM
& GREENFIELD VILLAGE

20900 Ookwood Bivd. » Dearbam, Mi « (313) 271-1870 or 1-(800) 747-1MAX
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