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Development
director up for
the task at hand

Ask Stella Greene vne question
about the Plymouth Community Arts
Council and she's off and running like
that unstoppable Encrgizer Bunny.

As the arts council’s newly appoint-
¢d development director, Greene is
enthusiastic about finding new ways
to inapire individuals, businesses and
corporations to become invalved with
the organization dedicated to foster-
ing and encouraging nccessibility to
quality arts experiences.

A gerics of writing workshops with
puthors is in the works, but already-
eotablished art classes, children’s the-
ater, scholarships,
brown bag lectures,
Music in the Park
concerts, urt in the
schoels programming,
exhibits, and the Cul-
tural Diversity Series
have plenty of draw
on their own.

The cultural serics continues Sun-
day, Jan. 30 with n celebration of Pol-
ish art, dance, food, and an exhibit of
works by Marinn Owczarski that con-
tinues through Wednesday, March 1.

What we do well

“We're focusing on what we de
well,” aaid Greene, who nasumed the
newly created position Sept. 1
although she's uncfficially been doing
the job for some time, “We have a
wonderful director and team, it’s real-
1y great to ace 15 people excited nbout
the organization. They bave thin
enthusiasm to continue whal we're
duing. And things like this make it so
easy”

Greene motioned to the exhibit by
Plymouth artist Todd Marsee, now an
display at the arts council.

“I’s about the general public
responding to un artist,” snid Greene.
“That's what we're doing day after
day with events and exhibits. That's
why it's so powerful to have a local
artist. He has his own friends and fol-
lowing in the community who will
come in. They might not know about
the arta council otherwise, We want to
cultivato that and encourage them to
como back.”

Polish celebration

‘The arts council is hoping to draw o
variety of new visitors with its Polish
celebration, An opening reception, fea-
turing the Wawel Folk Dancers of
Hamtramck on Sunday,
Jan. 30 will give visitors
a taste of Poland. Three
Brothers Restaurant
and the culinary stu-
dents at Plymouth Salem and Ply-
mouth Canten high schools will pre-
pare overything from pastries to tra-
ditional dishes.

St. Mary's College president Thad-
deus Radzilowaki will delve into
"Modern Polish Art and Culture” at
an upeoming lecture. There will also
be seulptures on display by Marina
Owczarski, artist-in residence at
Orchard Lake Schools and a native of
Polangd. At the Jan. 30 reception, visi-
tors will have the opportunity to ask
Owczaraki about the atainleas steel
sculptures he's created of Pope John
Paul I, Joseph Conrad and other
prominent Poles and Polish Ameri.
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“Poland: A Colebration
. ofAntandCulture”
WHAT: The Cultural Diversity Serlea contin-
ues with Poiish art, dance end food.

WHEN: 1.3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 30; sampling
of Patish food and pastries at 1 p.m., perfor-
mance by the Wawel Doncers at 2 p.m. Meet
artist Morion Owczarskl whasa works will be
on ¢isplay untll Wednesday, March 1.

Exhibit hours ase 9 a.m, to 3 p.m. Mondpy-
Tuesday, untll 9 p,m. Wedneadey, umii non,
Thursday-Fridey.

‘WHERE Joanna Winklemsn Hulce Center for
the Arts, 774 N. Sheldon at Junction, Ply-
mouth. Coll (734) 4164278 for moce Informa-
tion.

Mack your oslendar:

1 “Modern Polish A/t and Culture” lecture by
5t, Mary's Co'lege Presidant Thacdeus
Radziowskl 8 p.m. \Wednexiay, Feb, ©. at the
Joanne Winklemon Hulce Center for the Arts.
All programs se open to the pubdlic. Thers is
no chargs.

Muslc critics:
(At right)
Natasha
Harhold
practices in
front of her
toughest crit-
ics~ Rhine
(left) and
Hope. (Photo
below) Rhine
is looking for
a new home.
His racing
days are over
after break-
ing a bone.

STORIES BY LINDA ANM CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER
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WHAT: A concert to benefit TLC

greyhounds living will

note, they let her know,

d Adoption is

uke's no puahover, Neither
are Rhine and Hopo, the
Natasha Harhold. When the
Westland flutist hits a wrong

Harhold’s been doing a lot of
practicing lately on behalf of
greyhounds so these three are
making sure she gets it right.
Harhold and several wind play-
ara will porform u lenefit cancert
SYaturday, Feb. 12 at Mndonaa
University, There will also be a
raffle and bake sale. Event pro-
ceeds will go to TLC Greyhound
Adoption, a nonprofit organiza-

Greyhounds seek new homes

greyhound’s 12- to 14-year life span mukes them an ideal

pet. They'ro one of the few purebreds without genetic prob-

lems becauso thoy're bred for speed and agility, not looka.
‘They can hit specds of up to 45 miles an hour.

who's adopted twe greyhounds and fostered three since 1996. “We
were concerned because we had a cat and groyhounds have a high
prey drive but they're good with cats and small animals.”

LC Gregh

Adoption.

WHEN: 7 p.m. Saturday,

Feb. 12,

WHERE: Kicsge Hall at Madon-
na University, 36600 Schoolcraft
ot Levan, Livonia.

TICKETS: $5 adults, $3 stu-
dents, Call (734) 7652248 or
e-mall greyhounddog@aat thiink.net

tion thot secures homes for grey-
hounds after their racing days
are over, .

Joining Harhold an stage will
he Donna Kallie, a Madonna Uni-
veraity music professor; Ben-
jamin Hayes (French horn),
Cathy Feldmaen (flute), and her

“Their dispositions, they’re sa gentle,” said Natasha Harhold,

retived racing doge. The $200 ad

senrching for homes for
" oot

14
tering, denta! cleaning, heart worm testing and six months of med-
ication, up-to-date vaccinations, a collar and leash. Those interest-
ed in ndopting can contact Harhold or visit the Wob site at
torovhounfind :

fee pay

WWW,

to complete an on-line application.
“We contact them to find out why they want to adopt. Thea we

htm for more i and
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futher, Irving (clarinet). The Feld-
mans teach at Bvola Music in
Canton,

“They’re my biggest critics,”
snid Harhold. “When they lay
there and sleep, I know I'm not
doing bad but when they run
away 1 know I still have a lot of
practicing to do.”

Full house

Snuggled on the couch and
floor, the three fawn-colored
hounds scem plensed with the
sounds coming {rom Harhold's
{lute. Duke has a special placa in
the Harhold household. Ho was
the first greyhound Harhold and
her husband, Mike, adopted nfter
attending a Southfield pet care
festival.

Hope was adopted ng a puppy.
Greyhound puppies are rare.
Hope broke her rear leg so the
owner/breeder decided to find her
a home. The Harholds found her
on the greyhound list on the
Internet, and after talking with
the breeder, went to Alabame to
adopt her. The Harholds also
have a B-year-old lab/mix they
adopted from the Michigan
Humano Society in 1994,

Rhine, the Harhold'’s third fos-
ter dog, atarted racing at about
18 months, the typical age that
greyhounda are scnt to the track.
He raced a year before breaking
his back atopper bone. After heal-
ing, TLC Greyhound Adoption
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* Elizabeth Bez-

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
HTAFF WRITER
Ichamin@oc.homecomm.act

Before rehearsing Rovueitas' “Ocho
for Radio,” canductor Nan Washburn
anked how many members of the Ply-
mouth Symphony Orchestra have
played mariachi music. She “wasn't
surprised when hardly any of the muni-
cinns snid they had.”

In her first senson as conductor,
‘Washburn has programmed a variety
of musical styles. The next concert on
Saturday, Jan. 28, is sure to intrigue
the audionce with pieces as varied as
Haydn's “Lira Concortos,” which aren't
truly concertos, and Duke Ellington's
“It Don't Menn a Thing.”

“I havo very eclectic tastes and like
to share thom,” snid Washburn.
“Thero’s 8o much classical music and
they dan‘t all sound alike. There's a his-
torical work by n woman composer on
the chamber program and the picce by
Revueltas, ono of Mexico’s most impor-
tant 20th-century composers. The wark
is a delightful spoof on the sounds
heard on Mexican radio including those
sounda between channels.”

The program is difforent from provi-
ous PSO chamber music concerts which
featured several cnsembles, each play-
ing a particular picce of music.

5 PRoTo Y AL Himscmaoe:
No, No Nonet: Conductor Nan
Washburn leads the Plymouth
Symphony Orchestra ina
rehearsal for a chamber con-
cert.

“This year, I'm forming them into
mini orchestra of from & to 11 players
to perform all of the pieces,” said Wash-
burn, “It's good for our principal play-
ers to solo 5o everybody gets to shine.
It's my hopo that this size enaemble
will go out and perform and represent

0

Plymouth Symphony Orchestra swings from France to Mexico

the orchestra at various locations in
the community.”

A pre-concert chat with Washburn
will include a discussion about the his-
tory of the works on the program, and
tho composers who wrote them, includ-
ing Louise Farrenc.

Farrenc was born in the carly 18008
into an artistic family of sculptors and
painters. By age 15, she was alroady an
accomplished pianist, According to
Washburn, Farrenc's “No, No Nonet®
romained in manuscript in the Bib-
lioteque Nationale in Paris for nearly
150 yeara and was only recently pub-
lished. ¢

*Tho most striking thing about Far-
renc’a music upon first hearing is that
it does not sound French, especially
when one considera the frivolous salon
music dominating the Parisian musical
tastes of the time. Her music is serinus,
full-scaled, well-crafted with a lyric
beauty all it's own.”

Young artists

Winners of the orchestra's Youth
Artist Competition will receive their
awarda during the program. The stu-
dents competed on Dec. 19 at Evola
Music in Canton.

Waskburn and orchestra mombera
Victor Hickman and William Hulsker

Acting’s no ‘hard
knock life’ for
star of ‘Annie’

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER
lchomindoue.homecomm.net

Not too much fazes Elizabeth Bez-
erko, especially when it comes to act-
ing. The 9-year-old Farmington Hills
girl is playing the lead role in “Annic
Jr,” & shortoned version of the musical
nbout an orphan in search of a family.

Produced by Redford drama teacher
Nancy Florkowski, “Annie Jr.” contin-
ues through Sunday, Jan. 30, at the
Masonic Temple in Detroit. Presented
by TinderBox Productions and the
Youth Music Thentro of Detroit, it is
directed by Stephanic Stephan.

Although this «anate Jo.*

is  Elizabeth's
first time playing WHATY: TincerBiox
Productions presents a

a leading role,

she has plenty of shortened vc:slon o[
experience. She %";‘;:f’g’ ":"‘"éz"m‘
has purﬁ?rmcd in day.Jnn.' 2;““'“2
productions at  ;m ‘Sunday, Jan. 30.
the Marquis The-  wHERE: Scottish
atre in Northville  fita Cathedrat The-
and wns caat in  atre, Masonic Temple.
“Oliver!” at 500 Yemple, Deteolt.
Farmington High TCKEYS: $5, call
School. She stud. (313 5358962

ies dance at the

Performing Arts Academy in Novi and
begon ginging ot the age of 4.

“I like performing and entertaining
people,” said Elizabeth, a fourth grader
at Our Lody of Sorrows School in
Farmington, “Annie’s kind of two peo-
ple. At the orphanage she's kind of
mean, streetwise. Then with Daddy
‘Warbucks, she's kind.

“The only challenge has been Sandy.
Trying to work with the dog is kind of
herd. 1 keep dog treats in my pockets.
There’s no dog trainer on act 8o 1 put
them on the ground and she follows

me,

Elizobeth has dreamed about playing
Annic since she was 6 and saw the
movie at a friend’s house. A trip with
her parents to
see the live pro-
duction con-
vinced her that
she wanted the
role of the red-
haired orphaon.
She hopes one
duy soon to dnz-
zle audiences on
Brondway. Time
is rupning out,
though. In a cou-
ple of years, she'll
have reached the
maximum age for
playing the
young girl.

“I really like
that 1 get to sing
by myself, and
that I'm the star
of the play,” said
Elizabeth. “I have lots of lines and sing
lots of songs. Somotimes it's difficult
because for songs like ‘I'm Gonna Like
It Here, I have to really belt it out. But
1 really didn’t have to learn the songs
because I already knew them.”

A father’s prides takes over, as Rich
Bezerko quickly adda.

Streetwise:

erko in a scene
from “Annie.”

ease sco ANNIE, C2

No, No Nonet” _
WHAT: Plymouth Symphony chamber
concert features Poulenc, Haydn,
Revualta, Farronc, and Einglon,

WHEN: 8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 29. Pro-
concert chat with diroctor Nan Washbuen
beglns &t 7 p.m.

WHERR: Plymouth Canton Uttle Theatre
insito Ptymouth Canton High Schaol,
8415 N. Canton Center Road at Joy, Can-
ton,

TICKETS: $12 adults, $10 senlars/col-
iege Ktudents, free for students thiough
grooe 12, Call (734) 451-2112.

chose Eric Liao, a 15-year-old pianist at
Novi High School, to receive first place
in the senior division.

First place junior division went to
Tiffany Lin, a seventh grade pianist
from Novi Middle School. Tied for sec-
ond place in the senior division were
Faith Scholfield, oboe, Plymouth Con-
ton High School, and Robin Lin, piano,
Novi High Schoeol.

‘Tiffany Lin and Lino will be featured
at the children's concert in March,

The Plymouth Rotary Foundation
presented a grant to the Plymouth
Symphony Orchestra to help fund the
student awards.




