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Amerlcan myth~rnaker Norman

BY DOUG JomnseN
8TAFY WeITER

Rockwell ﬁnally getting h1 due

(the Norman Rockwell Museum)
then on to the Guggenheim for a
long run (November, 2001 to
mid-February, 2002)

Rockwell would have been
pleased. He often expresscd
doubt about his his ability and
his place as a bonafide artist.
But as Steven Spiclberg tella ue
in the PBS show, he painted the
American dream better than
anyane else — so well, in fact his

favorite cover is a boy and his
grandmother saying grace at u
smali diner.

Supposedly by his own admir-
sion he painted an Americn he
wanted to see; Rockwell's covers
from the Depreasion do not
reveal the deapnir that gripped
the country.

The show comes more thun
two decades after his death and

match up to Homer, Hopper,
OKeefe, Pollock, Wyeth or even
Warhol or Grant Wood.

Or could he?

It is interesting to note the full
title of the exhibit- “Norman
Rockwell: Pictures for the Ameri
can Pcople.” Jt's ns if to sn;
here is America’s favorite artist;
critics, art historians, pundits of
high culture be damned. This

If you want to be part of Nor-
man Rockwell’s victory tour
around Ameriea you will have to
travel to Chicago sometime
between Feb. 26 nnd Moy 21.

The Rockwell exhibit will come
na closer to Detroit.

The exhibit featurea 70 paint-
ings and oll 322 of his Saturday

Evening Post covera and is in
Atlanta through the end of Jan-
uary.

In Chicago it will be installed
in two rooms at the Chicago His-
tarical Society’s building, which
is in the south end of tha city's
Lincotn Park (well north of The
Loop).

This exhibit, a new book by the
curator of his hometawn muse-
um lin Steckbridge, Mas-
sachusetts), and a recent 90-
minute documentary on PBS are
ail part of a renewed interest in
Rockwell,

Rockwell has been dismissed
as too xentimental, too corny, too
much of an illustrator — he did
Boy Scout calendnrs for heaven's
soke - to be considered an Amer-
ican master. He couldn’t ever

show in for the American people
he a0 richly evokes in his work.

It is also interesting to see
that this tour cnds in New York
City, at the Guggenheim Muse-
um, the famed ecircular, “ultra
modern” structure conccived by
another American reaster, Frank
Lloyd Wright,

Here, the foremost depictor of
small-town life comes to terms
with the teeming, vosmopolitan,
American mecea for art and
artists: New York City.

How un-Rockwell.

Baby-boomera and their par-
¢nts best remember Rockwell
and those 40 years of covers for
Saturday Evening Post. It is said
that he never took on serious
subjects until very late in life, By
a poll of readers of the Post, his

GIREAT ESCAPES

appears to be designed to bridge
the turn of the century with a
look back at aur test and bright-
st moments: soléiers back from
wavr, kids ot the soda fountain, a
whole family at the Thanksgiv-
ing table, a couple getting their
marrioge license. All his covers
seemed infused with his sly wit,
and like Hitchcock, he some-
times put himself into his own
pictures.

Visitors to the exhibit will
learn about his meticulous meth.
ods, his use of preliminary
dketches and models, and about
his life through a hiographical
timeline that includes pho-
tographs.

After Chicago the show goes to
the Corcoran Gallery in Wash-
ington, . then to San Diego,
to Phoenix, back to Stockbridge

Great Escopes features various
travel news items. Send news
leads, story ideas or your own
trave! adventures to Joe Bau-
man, Eccentric Newspapers,
805 E. Maple, fax (248) 644-
1314, or e-mall to jbauman@
oe. homecomm. net
X1 UPDATES
Most of Michigan's 42 downhill
ski resorts and ski areas current-
ly report open runs, with plenty
of good skiing anticipated for
Jaouary.

One-fourth of Michigan's down-
hill ski nrcas have beefed up
their snowmaking systems for
this sessor.

For the latest snow and travel
conditiona, call Travel Michi-
pan's 24-hour conditions line at
888-78-GREAT (784-7328),

updated twice daily by AAA
Michigan, or visit the Travel
Michigan Web site at
www.michigan.org .

The following information was
provided by AAA of Michigan.

In the southern Lower Peninsu-
la, Pine Kneb (Clarkstan) has
enlarged its terrain park and

grooming capability. Bitter-
sweet (Otsego), has raised its ski
pealk to a 350 foot vertical drop,
nnd sports a newly remodeled
cafeterin,
In the northern Lower Peninsu-
In, Caberfac Peaks (Cadillac),
has added five new runs, a new
dny lodge and cafeteria, n new
ticket sales office, and an

ded rental facility. In

has a longer d race
hill. It also upgraded its lodge
and cafeteria. Mount Holly
(Holly) has re-contoured its race
hill and upgraded its lodge ard
cafeteria. Mt, Brighten
(Brighton), has a redesigned
half-pipe that {eatures shortened
walls. Alpine Valley (Milford),
has remodeled portions of its
lodge. Cannonsburg (northeast
of Grand Rapids), hos increased

addition, Caberfac has boosted
the height of North Peak to 485
feet vertical drop. Shanty Creek
(Bellaire) opened Cedar River
Village, located at the base of
Schusg Mountain, which fea-
tures luxury ski-in ski-out lodg-
ing, dining facilities, and slope-
side condominiums. The arca
also includes u new snow-tubing
park.

PRESENTED BY PEPSI

Saturday, January 29 | Cobo Arena | 12 noon - 5 pm

Be there! Come meet Juan Gonzalez and other members of the Detroit Tigers
atTigerfest 2000 — an action-packed baseball festival for the entire family!

SCHEDULED YO PARTICIPATE*
Dave Borkowski, Robert Fick, Dave Mlicki,
Jeff Weaver, Brad Ausmus, Doug Brocail,
Juan Gonzalez, Brian Moehler, and more,

* Autograph Sessions

*Sadject 1o charge

+ Baseball Seminar and Clinic

« Player Photo Sessions

« National Anthem Auditions ien - 2pm)

« Kids Activity Area

+ Comerica Park Experience

* Plus, much more

Tickets just $5

Avallable at the Joe Louls Arena Bax Office, or calf

248-25-TIGER

name became an adjective.

“We just drove through o Nor-
man Rockwell town; or, *It was a
Norman Rockwell family gather-

ing.”

You can call (312} 9021500 for
tickets. The muceum’s number in
{312) 642-4600. As of this week
the Illineis Ticketmaster Web
site was not listing this event,

The Drake Hotel, Doubletree
Gueat Suites Hotel, the Westin
Hatel and the Four Seasons
Hotel are close to the museum.
About 60 hotals are taking part
in & Chicago WinterBreak pro-
motions and are ndvertising low-
cred rates for weekends through
March. Call (888} FUN-EVENTS
or (800)2CONNECT about vari-
ous other deals and events.

Daydreaming: “Girl At Mirror,” an oil on canvas work
by Norman Rochwell, is one of the original artworks

that will be on di.spluy.

FBFE Business Checking!

SmartBusiness
Check System

Free when you open a SmartBusiness accourt.

Features: Handsome ring-bindes, 300

checks, 200 depasit stips, personalized
endorsement stamp...Free...a $100 vatue,
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Now Two Smart Options

Make smart moncy manugement your top

peiarity. Cheek this out... No monthly fee

when you muintaj

* $2.500 minimum average daily halaner
and your first 100 monthly transactions®
are free.

* $10,000 minimum average duify halance
and your first 400 monthly transactinns *
are free.

Plus. you can take advantage of aur
business loans, mercliant services, payrall
processing and the convenience of peying
yuur husiness hifls by telephone or by PC.
Now, that's really SmarsBusiness.

Hranel offices throughaut metropotilan Detroit, Otsego, Kalamozon, Uxosso,
hurand, Chesening xad tikrmos.
Exionced hours woekdys and b somnce Saturdays at most branches
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Hitton Garden Inn® Plymouth 734-420-0001 $78-886. Hitton Grand Rapids Airport 616-957-0100 889
Hitton Inn Southfiekd 248-357-1100 $89. Hition Suites Aubum Hills 248-334-2222 $109-$114.
Hitton Suites Detroit Matro Airport 734-728-9200 $89. Hilton Toledo 419-381-6800 $76-$88,

Keep your New Year's promisa
to spend more time together.
Hilton makes it easy and
affordable to keep your New
Year's rosolutions. With a Hitton
BounceBack Weekend? you'll
have everything you need 10 test
and recharge at an affordable
price. Plus receive a free
Continental breakfast or credit
towatds a full breakfast (at
Hilton Suites you'll receive a tull
American breakfast and
evening beverage raception).
For reservations visit

. www.hitton.com, Or call your
professional travel agent,

1-800-HILTONS or one of the

Hiltons listed below.

-

Hilton Windsor 519-973-5556 $C148.

Rates 2re Yok Now through 1273000, Dy O wisk Svelebidy end S1ay recursments vary by hotel Rates Subrect 10 ChACGE WIthOUE GUCe |3 1, Chnc
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