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Center’s mission: Safe children

BY JON1 HURRED
STAFY WiITRR
Jjhubredioe.homecommanet

Ho 18 13 yeara old, the unfa-
vared one of twin boys adopted
as infants into a family where
nurturing and love are an unfa-
millar as anow in Avgust.

Until he found help at Care
Houoe Children’s Center, he
began cvury dny hnvm‘ to clean
up after the h 1d’s 80 dogs

Judith Hoeffler toid o packed
house at the Conter's “Circle of
Friends” Luncheon Thursday,
“He rode his bicycle miles and
milen ¢hrough rural Oakland
County to find a friend.”

Now in foster care, Hoofflor
said, “The proudest moment for
him is that he's learning to

Those kinds of success stories
the mission of tho

and cats. He told cunowurkm he
and hin brother smolled 50 bad
thoy wero asked to leuve the Boy
Scouts.

“This boy still had the courage
to roach out for help,” Care

Housc Executive Director Dr.
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Child Abuge and Neglect Council
of Oakland County, which is to
be an advocats for the safoty of
all children and be a leading
rosource in the prevontion of
child abuse and the protection of
children.
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W For more information call the Child Abuse and
Neglect Councll of Gakland County, (248) 332-

Consiatent growth over the
past four yoars resulted in a
fund-raising drive to build a new
facility. Through financial aup.
port from the busincss communi-
ty end the “Circle of Friends”
mombors, the organization is
nearly three-quarters of tho way
toward completing a million-dol-
lar capital campaign.

“That's quite a goal for an
organization that four years ago
couldn’t raise a budget of
$260,000, to have a million-dol-
lar budget almost paid off,”
Hoefller commented.

When she first considered tak-
ing her current post, Hoeffler did
a liternturo search for the Child
Abuse and Neglect Council of
Oakland County and found no
information at all about the

organization.

*I know I had found my chal-
lenge,” she said.

Helping her meet it were four
“extraordinary” women, Hocfflor
snid, who formed the lnitial core
of the Circle of Friends: Lois
Schacveky, Dr. Linda Sircus,
Vicki Colani and Janet Grant
were all honored at Thursday's
luncheon, along with develop-
ment director Doris August.

With more than 350 peogle in
attendance at Glen Qaks Coun-
try Club in Farmington Hilla,
the gathering was the largest
the Circlo of Frionds has hoated.

“The ovent grows every year
because of your commitment to
the idea that it shouldn't hurt to
be a child,” szid chairperson
Michelle Saroki.

RECREATION NEWS

DADDY /DAUGHTER DANCE

Dads can treat their daughtors
to an evening of fun on Feb. 4 or
5 at the Costick Activitios Cen-
ter in Farmington Hills,

cost iz $16 per couple and SB for
each additional daughtor. The
fee includes flowers, rofresh-
menta, picture and dancing.
Pre-registration is required,
Limited 600 per evening.

DOWNHILL SKXNQ
The Farmington Hilla Recre-

What's it going fo take to gat you up and moving again?

ation Division is offering a com-
plete downhill ski program for
all participants, 6th grade
through high school, every Fri-
day night at Mt. Brighton, A bus
will leave the designated pick-
up location at 4:30 p.m. and
retuin at approximately 10 p.m.
Fee includes lift ticket, ski
lessons, and bus transportation.
Ski rentn! in not included and
will ba collected on the bus, Pre-
registration is required.
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“This is what makes Evereat
Everest,” Kagischke said. “And
you atill have to climb ... The
biggest challango af all is the
mOULn wi

‘The cold, hnwlluzw{nd cough-
ing, hondnchu poor food, sleep-
lnn nights and knoe-bueiling
fatigue deepened the desire to
quit, But climbers had bson
moving forward for six weeks,
Stopping so closo to the goal
seomed unthinkable,

As they approached summit
day, their team leader made the
climbers sit in a circle, Jook one
another in the eyea and promise
that if they didn’t think they
could make the peak by 1 p.m.,
they'd turn back.

Qotting to the top of Everest
waa only half the battle that
day, Kasischke explained. The
other half was getting down.

At 26,000 feet, what's known
aa “the death zone,” the team
hadn't slept or eaten for two
days. The air didn’t contain
encugh oxygen for their bodies to
metabolize food.

“Minute by minute, the cell
structure in your body is dying
from tho cold,” he said. “At this
point, team cohesion is critical.”

Unfortunately for his ill-fated
expedition, this was exactly
where team cohesion broke
down. Two climbers charged
with securing eafaty ropes didn’t
do it. And Kagischke knew he
wouldn’t make it to the top in
timo without them.

Climbing down in the dark
would mean almost certain
death. More importantly, it
would mean breaking n solemn
vow his wife, Sandy, had nsked
him to make before he left, in
three simple words: “Come back

me.”

As he gtood just a few hundred
foot from that gold medanl, the
highest goal he'd ever set for
himaelf, Kasischke struggled
with his ego-drivan desire to suc-

ceed. Ho'd come so far. There
wes a chance, ulbeit minute,
that he could still reach the top.
“I didn't want to let go of my
goal,” he said in huzhed tones. *1
hnd the will power to climb to
the top. The question waa, do I

have the power of will ta do what
1 did not want to do? Go down.”

Others continued, some reach-
ing the peeXk as late na 4 p.m.
Thoso who did, disd. And even
though Kanischko turned back,
his adventurs waa far from over,

Ho found himsclf deacending
into a storm that had blown up
from below, which trapped him
and several others in high camp
for two days. As winds whipped
the tont 4nd he contemplated
tho proepect of being blown with
it to China, Kasischke thought
about the poople he loved,

He thought about not v-anting
to dio alone, Frostbitten, blinded
by snow, debilitated by hypoxia,
Kasiachke and the fow who sur-
vived decided to make a break
for it on May 12.

“It was a risky move, but we
dido’t think we could survive
another 24 hours in the death
zone,” he said of that crucia)
decision.

The journey that had begun in
hope and umbition would soon
ond in crushing defeat, but
Kasischko had one final obstacle
to overcome: the failure of his
very fit, but very human bedy.
Ho simply collapsed as he tried
to atand and move outside the

tent.

That he stood before a packed
ond near-silent audience at Glen
QOaks Country Club was a testa.
ment to what finally propelled
him back down the mountain:
the sheor will to survive. Now,
Knsischke said, his journey ie a
struggle to understand what
happened on the mountain, how
it changed his life and what he
has learned.

“What mattered the most were
the strengths within me,” he
said, “Trustworthiness, caring
for others, humility and the
power of will ... thosc were the
qualities that plnyed the Inrgcut
part in my decision to survive,”

It all really does come down to
character, he said, no matter
what decision onc makes,
whether in business or private
life. Or at the top of the world.

“Judgment is what separates
the living and the dead on Ever-
eat,” Kasischke said.
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