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t Evoking an image of East Ger.

[ mans clambering over the Berlin
Wall to freedom, Gov. John

l Engler stole a line from Preai-

' dent Ronald Reagan for his State

' of the State address Wednesday

g.
“Lot me remind you that our
- Constitution established a sys-
tamn of froe public education. It
did not give districta the right to
hold families captive behind a
wall of scparation called a dis-
* trict line,” Engler said. “All fami-
- {ies should be free to choose their
* public school.”
~ " Then, using words from Rea-
gan's famous end-of-the-Cold-
: Wur speech, Eagler urged state
Iawmakers to “tear down those
" wallst”
. The image was cnough to
muk; l:oma lawmakers uncom-

*It is not onc I would have
wsed,” said Rep. Nancy Quarles,
. D-Southfield. She doesn’t favor
* rnising the cap on the number of

charter schools without more
© accountability. *I do not feel we
. should just let them go and look

. away.”

:  Additionally, Quarles wants a

- plan in place for improvement of
public schools, so that charters
don't gut them and *leavo empty
walls standing.”

Rep. Loura Toy, R-Livonia,
said she, too, is unsure how well
unlimited charter schools will
work.

*This is an effort to put some
entrepreneurial spirit into edu-

' cation,” she said. “That's a nice

- approach, but you don’t know
how these things will work out
becauso they are not strictly for-

. profit enterprises. Therc are

'~ other more important factors to
consider.”

Engler upped the ante in his

‘[ annual address, his 10th State of

the State speech, delivered to a
packed House chamber in the
Capito! Wednesdny night. Lost
yedr, he advocated raising the
" cap on the number of charter

These 37 didn’t
gell to minors

Following sre the 37 Farming-
ton Hills restaurants and bars
which Hilla police praised last
week for refusing to sell liquor
to minors:

Alfoccina Restaurant, Anita’s
Kitchen, Applebee’s, Bamboo-
tle's, Benihana, Best Western,

. Blakeney’s Ranch House, Brass
Pointe, Buddy’s Pizzeria, Cafe
Cortina, Carlito's, Carvor’s,
Chili's, Copper Creck Golf/The
Ian of Copper Creek, Country
Lanes, Drakeshire Lanes,
Ginopolis’, Hakata Japanese
Restaurant, Holiday Inn/Pom-
pano‘s, House of Ing, Hunan
Palace, La Shish, Lone Star

. 8tvak House, Macaroni Grill,

. & Erma’s, Mulligan's Pub

- & Qrub, Priya Indian Cuisine,

" Northwest Lanes, Player's Bil-
| . Pony E: 8:

achoola from 1560 to 200. In his
most emphatic point of the
evening, Engler called on law-
makers to “abolish” the cap alto-
gether.

“He wesa talking about choice,”
Rep. John Pappngeorge, R-Troy,
said. “It's o different kind of bar-
rier and it needs to be removed.”

Evon though Pappageorge
favors raising the cap on charter
schools, he's not sure he's willing
to alow for “unlimited” charters.

On the other hand, Rep. Paul
DoWeese, R-Williamston,
thought Engler was on the
money. But then, DeWeese in a
strong advocate of charter
schools and was the primary
sponaor of tha bill last year to
raiso the cap.

“In certain instances, the child
in not served well at all by being
baund to a school that ia not per-
forming well. For that child, it is
a life and death issue. If we don't
equip children with the skillr to
go out into the world, thoy'll be
confined to a certain kind of life.
If we don't give thom a quality
edueation, we undernine them
for life,” he said.

But is it politically feasible,
considering the Legislature
wouldn’t agree to 50 more last
year?

*“I think this is a matter of
quid pro quo,” DeWeese said.
“He's put a lot more money in
here. There's the $6,600 grant.
There’'s the Golden Apple
Awards. There's the computer
equipment for teachers, ond all
that I think will be contingent on
removal of this cap. There are a
lot more carrots in here.”

Education was the primary
theme of Engler's State of the
State. He offered a long list of
changes, but his proposals won
mixed reviews.

“He talked about $6,500 foun-
dation grants for students in a
‘muilti-yecar budget,” said Rep.
Laura Baird, D-Okemos. “In a
couple of years, we would have
been there anyway.”

“I find it a littlc disingenuous,”
snid Democratic party chair
Mark Brewer. “He's spent the

Engler puts emphasis on education

i ‘This Is an effort to put some ontrepronourial
splrit Inte education. That’s & nice approach, but
you don’t kniow how these things will work cut.’

Rep. Laura Toy

—Livonia

Heather Allison of Parming-
ton has boen named December

s
Carrler of the Month for the
Farmington Observer. Sha is the
doughter of Bob and Suo Allison
and has an clder brothor, Rob.

Heather is an hooor roll stu-
dent at Harrison High. Her
favorite subjects are Spanish,
civices and math. In spare time
ske enjoys computers, hunting,
playing flute, b:;'tainz and fiah-

Inst nine years diamantling edu-
cation and attacking public
schools. Now he wonts to be the
education governor.”

Some of Engler’s plans did
play to universal agproval. All
lawmakera queried favored his
proposal to create a new Golden
Apple Award program, providing
cash incentives to nll employces
of schools that rank high in
impr or overall achi

ment,

“I thought there was some bai-
ance there,” Rep, Lingg Brewer,
D-Holt, said. “The poorer dis-
tricta ean qualify for at loast one
of those awards. Of course, the
highest achlevement award will
go to the richest districts.”

“Cash can be a strong motiva-
tor,” Rep. Valde Garcia, R-8t.
Johns, said.

One of the more unusual pro-
posala put forward by Engler
‘was for the creation of a "Princi-
pal’s Bill of Right.” Few details
were given, but the gist of the
plan is to give school principals
more nuthority to run their
buildings.

“I haven't seen the details yet,”
House Speaker Chuck Perricone,
R-Kalumazoo Township, said.
“And it needs to be fleshed oul.
But I'm highly supportive of the
concept. If we are geing to make
principals responsible for their
buildings and their progroma,
let's give them the authority
they need to do the job.”

Pappageorge seconded that.

“Principals nced to !‘“,‘:‘l,‘h"

said.

Because the Principal's Bill of
Righte includea authority to
“hire and fire building staff,”
DoWeese concluded that could
mean Engler intends to attempt
to reform teacher tenure.

“You might see something
come forward,” he said, “not

ing. Heather is a belt
in karate. Following high school
she plans to nttend college and
work for the CIA or the FBL
Heather enjoys meoting and
talking with customers on her
route and has learned responsi-
bility and money management

through her experience.

i you went to bo o Farmington
Observer carrier, piease call
810-504-4710

Heathor Alllson

tenure but ch
it to maks it easier to discipii
or fire bad teachers,”
Democratic chair Mark Brewer

read it the same way. *1 just sec
this ns another attack on orga-
nized labor,” he said.

Engler won his longest stand-
ing ovation of the evening in an
entirely different area ~ when
proposing that the income tax
rato be cut to 4.2 percent,

Rep. Nancy Cassis, R-Novi,
head of the House tax policy
committee, said ahe was very
cxcited shout the proposal. She
agreed that dospite Englex's
multiple proposals for new
spending, there should be
enough meney in the budget to
also cut taxes.

But Lingg Brewer colled it
“dangerous.”

“One day thia booming econo-
my is going to end and wo are
going to need the money,” he
said.

Republicans were strongly
supportive of Engler’s plans for a
one-time, intensive effort to got
the last 36,000 remaining fami-
liea off welfare roles,

D generally

q

authority ts run their
efficiently. We don't want some
administrators telling them they
can't have more brooms when
they need them. The same goes
with disciplinary matters,” he

that the program needs to be
done carefully to assure recipi-
ents aren't just pushed off the
roles without adequate income
or benefita.

React from page Al

Many districta are “well-man-
aged and relatively efficient,” he
said.

Engler olso suggested: making
summer help available to sce-
ond- and third-grade studenta
who have reading problems;
requiring summer ochool for

oee who have not mastered the
subject by the fourth grade.

Although thoss ideas are nice,
*Why not put more money into
early oducation programa?”
as eld.

m school board Pres-
ident Priscilla ‘Brouillette also
gave Engler credit for emphasiz-
ing education in his speech, for
recognizing “its importance to
the future success of the state,”

But she tempered her opti-
miam with cancerns that Engler
“continucs to feel that more
charter achools ere the solution
to the troubled public schools we
know exist in somu areas of
Michigan.”

Ths governor, continued
Brouillette, is 2 “champion (of)
public funds being spent on
experimenta) achools, despite
the fact that there is no account-
ability attached to the funding,
and a great many examples of

Farmingto:

charter scheols failing to mea-
sure up. I do not know of sny
Farmington parents who would
be comfortable with educational
experiments involving their chil-

n,

Brouillutte said she was trou-
bled by Engler’s attempt to gen-
eralize that what works in the
competitive business weorld could
earry over to education.

Another point she took exccp-
tion to was Engler's focus an the
Michigan Educational Assesa-
ment Program, namely offering
cash incentives to top-perform.
ing schools and districts

“I think Governor Engler's
plan foiled to ncknowledge that
students come to school more
able to learn if significant sup-
port systems are in place at
home,” Brouillette said. “We
need to send a strong message
back to the state that encourag-
ing competition between achools
for funding will only hurt those
kide who most need society's
support,”

Brouillette agreed about early
childhood education being one
avenae to take a cleser look at. *1
saw that (topic) as a huge omis-
sion in the governor's plan.”

depression in adults 18 and older. Afl
those who qualify.

(517) 349-5505

When you're depressed, you often fecl
Imﬁmm‘or Hccghh Smm is now stud;

Individuals expetiencin, riy-contralled medical problems cannot be
acoepted for lff(umh.l yl::uom interested in this research, call.

INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH STUDIES

Holi
Blu&sd.?y

Deges this describe you...
* Hopzless
* Trouble with slecp
* Sad or Bixe
« Changes in appetite or weight

worse during the hlidsy The

including:

LWINGTRUSTS ARE NOT

+ Learn why your Trust May Not work and how probate may be In your future.
+ Saving taxes with your Living Trust
+ Strategles for reducing risk & maximizing returns with Your Living Trust assets

Presented by Paul Leduc, Financial Consultant

WORKING AS PLANNED!

“ADVANCED”
LIVING TRUSTS WORKSHOP

What your attorney may not hava told you about your estate plan....

y, January 25, 2000
1:00 p.m. - j;oo p.m.{afternoon)

or
nuylﬂgh care is provided at o cost fo

1(800) 682-6663

Hills Library
32737 W (2 Mile R, tBram Orchurd Ld i L 1

Tuesay. February 1, 2000
7:00 p.m. - 9;00 p.m.(evening)

ROCHESTER
‘Wednesday. January 26, 2000
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.(evening)

(orQ)

312 Woodward 5t

Livonia Chvi
32777 5 Mile Rd {E_of Famington RJ) |

LIYONIA
Thursday, January 27th, 2000
:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m (afternoon)

ic Center Library

NORTHVILLE
Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Thursday, February 3,
1:00 p.em. - 3:00 p.m.{akternoon)

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.{afternoon)
Plymouth Cultural Center Northvilie Public Mbrary Waterford Senlor Center
528 Farmer R, rwn N Tertora L 3 Mme ot heitons | 212 W. Cidy ({Dowmtown Norivtie) 6455
All seminars free of charge. No y. For calt (248) 540-6710.

Buite Hotel, Roosevelt's, Ruby
Tuosday, Shot's Tavern, Sitar
Cuisine of Indin, Steak & Ale
and Tribute Restaurant.

A story in the Jan. 2, 2000,
issue said 42 businesses were
checked in the police depart-
ment's semi-annual city-wide
quor Compliance Operations
g. However, two of the 42
were not apen, police snid.

- Three of the 40 firma in the
-~ sting sold liquor to the 19-year-
- old police decoya and were tick-
etad by polico for the infractions.

The Grout Doctor.
8-358-7383

MARIAN CLAYDEN
ERIC GASKINS
MARK HEISTER

TERI JON
CHRIS KOLE
LIANCARLO

BADGLEY MISCHKA
TOM & LINDA PLATT
VICTORIA ROYAL

ROSE TAFT
$1. JOHN

Wednesday. January 26, 10a.m.to 4 p.m. SOMERSET
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