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Nikki from page Al

long-haired doghad been spotted
hending north around 1 p.m. -
on Orchard Lake Road, between
14 and 18 Milp, of ol} pluces -
but had taken: off running when
a merchant tried to catch her.

On Monday morning, the
Matuszoa onlisted the West
Bloomficld Hchoal District bus
drivers, who gladly kept watch,
Darlens 7ﬁid. But Nikki wasn't
ueen.

-
‘Tho only dog

‘Tho boys woro henrtbroken:
They had only had Nikki two
years and she was tho only dog
they'd ever really known, said
their mother,

She and Arnio had their own
angat: A dog they had gotten
when the boys were babies also
had run away.

Arniv told Darlene on Tucsday
to give the Farmington Schoals
drivers a try and she agreed:
Matt and Brett hadn't stopped
crying over Nikki.

It was the best move possible:
She.goon would learn from the
drivees that Nikki was indeed in
the Hille.

But at the time, all Dorlene
could think of was how gracious
the Farmington drivora were,
considering the Motuszes aren't
reaidents and their boys don't
even nttend tho public achools —
Darlenc takes them to Qur Lady
of Sorrows Church School in
Faermington every day.

One driver wlgher, “We would
help anybody.” |

Chris Corrie, a’substitute driv-
er of 18 months, started posting
the flicrs.

“All of un,” snid Corric, “are
always watching out for things
thut might run out into the rond
... We've had drivera put on tho
red kiddie (bus) lights for ducks
crossing ... (The drivers are) o
big-hearted group.”

In this case, more than big-
henrtod - more like guardian
angels, with one Nancy Gong-
nicr, who joined the Farmington
school bus aervice the saame time
as Corrie, en pointe.

Among the drivere, said Cot-
rie, *“Nancy is like the animal
lover .., She raises birda.”

Gangnicr alao “had a dog sho
grew up with that got run over
on a highway one time.”

She'd be it

Of all the drivers, “She would
be the one out there to help any-
body,” said Corrie.

But Nancy Gangnier had
unother reason: “We have two
shelties too nnd we just had a lit-
ter of pups.”

The picture of Matt, Brett and
Nikki on the Matuaz flier was all
she needed: “I told my husband
to be on the lockout for that lit-

. tle girl," she snid of Nikki.

About 40 minutes later, hus-

st from Al

call the Child Abuse and Neglect
Council of Ockland County after
a resident calied to report a sus-
picious person had knocked on
the door and nsked for someone
the homeowner didn’t know. An
officer later stopped a car in the
area and identified itn throe
accupants,

When o burglary report came
in later that evening, authoritiea
knew right where to look for the
suspecta,

“When strangers come to the
door asking for people, always
call the police department,”
Nebus said. “We wait for those
alls, because 98 percent of bur-
glars kunock or ring the bell
before they break into a house.”

Ho eredited officers in
Franklin for linking the two
reports. The mothod of operntion
in the hurglary was also similar
to thowe in Farmington Hills,
Nebus said,

Franklin and Hilla police, the
Secrot Servico and South OQak-
1and Narcotics Intelligence Con.
sortium officers conducted a
aurveillanco Wodnesday, and
Franklin police obtained arrest
warranta that wore oxecuted
Thureday morning.

A 30-yoar-old Farmington
Hills man, a 20.year-old
Franklin mon and a 17-year-old
Franklin teen are in custody,
swaiting charges. Nebus said it
could be a while before Farming-
ton Hille detectives sort out the
¥ d property, 'y
for the proparation of warrants
for the local erimes.

“Fortunntely, o lot of the prop-
erty has ways for us to idontify
whio it belongs to," Nebus snid.

The department hne sont telo-
types to other southeast Michi-
gan agencles, end it's poesible
the thieves wors working in
Troy, Livenin and as far north
as Sterling Heighta,

mamrr e e,

band Mark, a driver for Metro
Cars limousine service, called
her on the cellular phane to aay
he'd spotted the dog near Harri-
son High.

Nancy told him to call Nikki
by name.

The ID was positive: Nikki
“stopped and looked,” but kopt
going, Mark said.

Darlone Matusz was both
stunined and fearful whon Nancy
called to may the dog was trying
to cross 12 Mile. Nancy gave her
directions and Darlene was on

her way.

The Gangniers’ |
would ond there: Mark had to
get to an appointment. But dis-
patcher Marlene Morrison was
soon praning along “Nikki sight-
ings” from other substitute bus
drivers -~ including the heart-
pounder in which the sheltie was
running east along Interstate
686. “I thought she was deand for
sure,” eaid Darleno.

Somchow, the dog exited
unscathed ot Middlebelt. With
the various drivers’ help, Dar-

lene, joined by husband Arnie in
a cell-ph linkup with Morri-
son, finally cought up with cold,
hungry, scared and weary Nikki
around 3 p.m. at 12 Mile and
Inkster Roads — miles from
where it ali began.

Even Nikki was crying at the
reunion, Darlene waid, And the
pooch now stays either on her
chain in the back yard or on n
short leash during walks.

When the Matuszes learned
the bus drivers were having
their holiday party, the family

showed up with trnys of shrimp,
sandwiches, dessertn and fruit.

The drivers “were such nice,
nice people,” said Durlene, “It
was 8o incredible that they
would go out of their way” to
help find Nikld.

Gangnier and dispatcher Mor-
rison any it's simple: “We do
what wo can for the community
out there. It happened to turn
out nice.”

“For us drivers, because we
are on the road, part of our job is
to be aware of what's around us,”

anid Gangnier.

“Especially with the holidny,
the laet thing wo want is o sad
ending,” sho said. “We're so
thrilled it worked out as well aa
itdid"

Guangnier shrugged off her
part with, *I just happencd to
tell my husband, ‘Be on the look-
out.’ He called and I thought it
was a joke.

“I mean, what are the chrnces
of that hoppening?”
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