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They reem to
be invisible
men; they turn
up et the bawl-
ing centers comn.
pletely unan-
nounced and by
derign, a total
surpnse,

They aro the
lane inapectors,
AL employed by the

#armisony loeul sesocia-
e~ tions all around

the nation, and
locally by the Greater Detroit
Bowling Associstion,

The purpose of the lane inspee-
tor is to make spot checks in
every sonctioned bowling center.

One of them is Paul Hutehin-
son, who grew up in Garden City
and now resides in Dearborn
leights.

Many readers will recognize
the name from when Paul tan a
loeal pro shop for 10 years,
Another is GDBA Director Ed
Malinowski of Livonia,

1 watched Hutchinson as he
made o epot check at one of the
local centers.

“Many current bowlera do not
fully understand the lane condi-
tioning process,” Hutchinson
snid. “And think that the house
ig trying to pull a Halloween
prnnk on them with a terrible

shat,

Lel‘n just look at what hap-
pens when the lanes are oiled.
Nowndays they‘ure useally done
by machines which can spread
the oil on the lane in a pro-
grammed munner.

In order to be legal within the
“System of Buwlmg, ench lane
must have a minimum of three
units of oil acrosa the width of
the lane surface. It can be more
than three, and the center cector
i usunlly given much more, 50
units or so is quite common.

The house decides how far
down the lane they will oil, most
places will go somewhere
between forty to 50 feet from the
foul line,

The exactramount requires a
little gucsswork on the part of
the lane man unless he also has
n device to measure what num-
ber of units he has put down.

Up until 1991, whenever a 300
game was I:owled thot pair of
lanes had to be shut dowa until

a roprerentative of ABC came

cnlc
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received. Include the name o
2. Include your name and daytime phone number,

sponsored by
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LAST WEEK'S WINNER

CodY

Walled Lake Western High School

Presented by
cDonald Ford Sales in Northville

Cargill
led Lake

to:
WJR 760 AM

Atiantion: Athlete of the Week
or
FAX to: 313-875-1988

Tune in WJR 760 AM each
Friday at 7:40 a.m. and hear
the Athlete of
announced on Paul W. Smith's
morning show.

To submit your nomination for the High School Athlete of the Week:
1. Send us up to one page of information about the athlete's involvement in
community, acadernic achievements and any awards he/she has

f the high school and a picture of the athlete.

the Woeek

2100 Fisher Building, Detroit, Mi 48202

Tune In to WIR 760 AM Erlday morning to fiear the winner announced!
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Inspectors check lane

out to mensure the oil and certify
that the lance ware legal,

Nowadays the lanes raust have
been checked and certified with-
in the previous 30 days, or clna
tho lancs must then bo tested
sometime during the next 30
doys,

It is now extremely rare that
2n hunor seore is rejected,

Hutchinson walks in with his
teating cquipment which resem-
bles a gun case, and another that
holds the electronic black bex.

Ho will then randomly sclect a
pair of lancs which are not in use
to do his testing.

The {irat sampling is taken at
about 50 feet. The next sampling
ic at where the oiling hus cnded,
and then another at 15 feet,
uround the arrows,

Paul usen a tape that resem-
bles Scoteh magic tape which ia
run ucross the lane at theae
increments. The oil is absorbed
into the tape, and then sealed in
by « second tape.

It is then fed into the black box
which measures by means of UV
light to accurately tell how much
oil is on each of the 40 boards
across the lane, These figures
are written into a report that is
sent to the GDBA office for final
analynis,

All of thie procedure is being
done on a continuing basis at
odd intervals, therefore ensuring
that league bowlers are going to
get recognition for any honor
scores bowled.

And that for al) bowlers the
shot will be up to a set of stan-
dards that make it a fair game

conditions

for nll participents.

There will always be some
variance from house to house
and from doy to day as the
changes in temperature, humidi-
ty and the type of oil used can
havo an effect on what the balls |
will do when tiey are rolled
down the lane.

Moat of the managern and pro-
prictors aro trying to givo their
bowlera the beat poasible shot
without making it too eany.

Ono of the preferred oil pat-
terns is called the “Christmas
Tree,” os the oil dingram would
resemble that imnge on n chart.

The pro bowlers get a much
more difficult shot set down than
the league bowlers, ond the early
league bowlers will generally
have more il on the lanes than
the later squnds.

1t is really up to the individua!
player to watch their ball as it
rolls on down the lane to figure
out where to play the ehat. R

If you aro good cnough and
lucky enough to roll a 300 game,
you can be reasonnbly sure that
it will not be rejected because of
the lanc conditions. :

That is a part of what your
annugl ABC and local dues are
used for. It is one of the many
benefits provided by your associ-
ntion to assure that all bowlers
get a condition which produces a
fair shot for all compstitors.

Do the lefties get a better
shot?

They get the same conditions,
but since there are fewer of
them, the lanes stay more stable
on the left side.

CORRECTION IN TODAY’S MEDIA PLAY FLYER

Due to a change in street date, the Ghostface Killah CD entitled
Supreme Clientele will not be availuble until Feb, 8, 2000
We apologize for any inconvenience.

arnuy

may have caused.

In our January 23 insert, we ad\crusrd Supreme Clientele b) Ghostface
Killah as available Tuesday, January 25. Due to a manufacturer delay,
this title will not be available until Tuesday, February 8. However, we

will be offering rainchecks on this title.

We apologize for any canfusion or inconvenience this

(fam
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THE PLAGCE T3 WATCH RED WUIES NOCHEY
V/HER YOU'RE NOT AT THE JOE!

EQURF TO CATCH YOUR RED WINGS ON TV THIS WEEK:

The Hockeytown Cafe
Features All The Sights & Sounds
o of The Joe!

2301 Woodward Ave. * Detroit, M! 48201 « 313996529500
~ chl to the Fox Thcalre ~

Wednesday, Jan. 26 vs. Toronto on Fox Sports Net
7:30 PM
Friday, Jan., 28 vs. Calgary on Fox Sports Net

7:30 PM

Saturday, Jan. 29 vs. New Jersey on UPN50

7:30 PM




