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Prasentatlon: The Mercyaires sing the Beatles classic, Blackbird. At top right, Rajbir Bedi (L) accepts his award
from State Rep. Andrew Raczkowski. Standing behind them are other winners Alena Acker (L), Sue Anker and

Baharah Aslani.

Friends honored for diversity efforts

BY JONT HUBRED
BTAFY WRITER
jhubred@oe.bomecomm.net

hether you are in the
6th grade or a life-long
atudent, diversity is

simply a matter of maoking
friends.

Just ask Sarah Burstein and
Sister Maory Rose Charron, two
of thia year's 29 award winners
honored the
Farmington/Farmington Hilla
Mutti-Cultural/Multi-Racial
Council.

“l vinit with people in the
nursing home,” Burstein said
when asked why she was hon-
ared, “It dossn’t matter who they
are, or where they came from.”

Though she is the youngest-
over Rainl recipi at age

tables full of people she invited
10 share her moment of joy. Hon-
ored for her work with the
National Conference for Commu-
nity and Justice, she seemed a
little taken aback by the acco.
lades.

“It was all God’s doing,” she
aaid of her involvement with the
NCCJ, & human relations orga-
nization dedicated to fighting
bins, bigotry and racism. “I had
been asked to head a conference
for this part of the United States
and Canada, and I said ‘no’ nt
firut. But I did investigate.”

That led her to Oscar'Ice, who

was affiliate with the NCCJ -

when it was known as the
National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews Interfaith
Roundtuble Clergy Trinlog. Alter

11, Burstein didn’t look at all out
of place in the crowd of honarees
at the Council's Fifth Annual
Rainbow Recognition Awards
Breakfast, held Tuesdoy at the
Willinm Costick Activities Cen-
ter in Farmingten Hills,

She might have heen a little
shorter, but her smile was just
as big as all the others. And
Burstein isn't just a smiler.

She's a carrier.

“My uncle was in a nursing
home, and when 1 was visiting
him, I waved to somcone in the
hall and it mode them smile,”
Burstein explained. “I thought if
I could make my uncle and one
person in the hall smile, why not
others?”

That spirit proved contagious
with her friends as well. First,
onc came along and that person
brought a few friends. Now, a
group of acven or cight kids go
from room to room, wherever
they've been invited, to share a
little warmth and n lot of laugh-

ter.

“I think of it ns a way of get-
ting more friends,” Burstein
said.

Sister Rose Mary Charron’s
friends gathered around her at
Tuesday’s award ceremany, two

she confesacd to not knowing a
ot about other religions, Ice
eacorted Sister Charron to a
Round Table mecting, the first of
many she would attend.

“I waan't smart enough tu
stop,” she laughed. “T get so
much life from all the peaple
that nre concerned. It's always
something new that I'm learn-
ing, and I'm able to share. It just
broadens my horizons,”

Special friendships

Now affilinted with Sisters of
Mercy-Mercy High School, Sister
Charron has traveled to Aus-
tralin and Europe, learning as
she’s gone along. While she
frecly ndmits it took her 13 years
to enrn a Bachelor's Degrer (Y]
cauld never make up my mind
about a major™), she now holds a
Master's degree and a Ph.D.

Throughout her travels, she
has made friends of all races, cal-
ors and creeds, Each relation-
ship, she said, has brougtht some-
thing special to her life - as did
Tuesday morning’s award.

“I've met s0 merny marvelous
people and they've been so good
to me. This kind of uppurtunity
has contributed s0 much to the
experience that has heen my
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Honored: Aldo Vagnozzi leaves the stage after receiving
an award to the applause of Jim Hall and Karen
Bolsen.

life,” Sister Charran said.

In his remarks to the 320
gucests who attended the break-
fast ~ the largest crowd ever -
former Parmington Hilla City
Manager Bill Costick urged con-
tinued efforts to encourage diver-
aity. While the world has made
wonderful advances in technolo-
gy, science and other arcos,
insues of race still plague our
society.

Still work to do

“While it’s true we have made
tremendous strides in the ares of
civil and human rights,” he said
“It ig also true we have a ways to
go. The concerns we have today
have been shared by many of the
great socicties of the world.”

While many communities have
established multi-cultural/multi-
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Speech: Keynote speaker was former City Manager

William Costick.
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