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‘Jake’s Women’ will yu laugh nd c

, m Players Guild.of Dearborn
mntru- the Neil Simon comedy,
“Yake's Women” 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Jan. 28-29 at the ploy-
fouse on Madison near the

mlanr corner ofMonroe and
ter Drive in Dearborn. Tickets
$u‘ call (513) 661.TKTS.
BUCHYTA
é?r.’nu. Wit

“The Player's Guild of Dear-
Larn's production of Neil Simon's
“Joke’s Women"” is witty and
tpuching. This mature comedy
relins moro on the strength of its
ctera nnd lesy on one-liners
nqd physical huroor.

'Under Nancy Wolter’s direc-
udn, the cast han taken a well-
wghm reript and turned it into

s

crrerte

vI¥RNewswire) - Get ready to
tap your fingers and stomp your
feot when “Alwaye ... Patay
Cline” opens at Detroit’s Contwry
Thentre or Wednesday, Feb. 23,

This musical tribute to the
country music great foatures
uver 20 of Cline’s best known
Hita, including “Walkin’ After
Midnight,” *“Yaur Cheatin’
Heart,” “Crazy,” “I Fall To Plu:ex
and “Back in Baby's Arms.”

* Written and directed by Texun
nluy wright Ted Swindley,

E@@ﬁ@ from page E1

an intriguing, entertaining
eveniug of theoter

Simon's Jake, a playwright,
narrates tho play, He is at a cri-
sis point in hia life — his second
marriagoe in in danger of dissolv-
ing, and he can't lat go of the
momoriea of his firat wife, who
died in an aute accident.

Jake hns lived his life creating
stories through his plays, and
now he createa his own play, con-
juring his wives, sister, therapist
and dnughtet from both the pre-
sent and tho past, to uy m figure
out his own life.

Though Jake supposedly. is
creuting the scene in his mind,
his characters teaso him, chal-
lenge him and force him to con-
front his shortcomings.

“Alwaya ... Patsy Cline” is a ret-
rospective of Patsy Cline's music
carecr, told through the oyes of
comedic housewife Louise Seger
(actress Dinna Rogers), a long-
timo adoring fan. Seger’s brief
encounter with Patsy Cline in
1861 and subzequent corroupon-
dence with tho cauntry music
scnantion provide the basis for
the show’a dialoguc.

Joined enstage by n six-piece
honky-tonk band, actresa Jessica
Welch gives a concert perfor-
mance of Patsy Cline’s most

Lonnie Valentinl of Livonia as
Jako heads up the cast as a man
full of contradictions. He weara
his heart on his aleeve yat holds
o part of himself back, hiding
behind hia cleverly crafted
vrordn, Jake is both proud and
insacure. Valentint wae able to
capture thiess contradictions, and
‘weave thom into one believable
character.

Kim Donovan of Farmingion
Hills as Julie, the first wife, has
the epirit and energy to deliver a
remarkable, touching perfor-
mance.

Emily Tyrybon as Maggie,
Jake's second wifo, ia an interest-

. ing. contrast to Donovan’s Julie.

Though Jake was drawn to
women of spirit, Maggio repre-

memorable songs while wearing
fashions similar to the unique
ensembles adorned by Cline,
dubbed the “Glamour Girl of
Country Music.”

“Always ... Patsy Cline” is
based on actual ovents in tho
singer’s life, and includes the
text of & letter sho wrote in 1961
to Louise Scger. In 1863, Clino
died in a plane crash, ending a
flourishing career at ago 30.

“Always ... Patay Cline” is a
celebration of Patsy Cline's time-
lesa vocal style and legendary

santed a more progmatic, mature
relationuhip, one more rooted in
everyday reality in conmlt to
the heady dreams of Jake'a flrst
love. Maggio is Jake's true foil
and equalizer — she i bia reali-
ty check, end her mature love
pulls him out of the past and
gives him the couragoe to face his
future, and to surrender some of
his self-absorption. She makes
him realize he muat forgive
thosa he loves bofore ho can ever
forgive himself and get oo with
his life. Tyrybon kept a good bal-
ance between the sad and the
humorous aspect of her role,
bringing strength and balance to
her choracter’s kaleidoscope of
omotion.

Caitlin Donovan of Farming-

appeal. The show has been
entertaining audicnces of all
ages and musical tastes, and was
one of the top ten showsa pro-
duced ncross the country in
1998,

“Always ... Patsy Cline” opens
with two weeks of half-price pre-
views beginning Feb. 23. Open-
ended run begins Wednosday,
March 8.

Tickets for “Always ... Patsy
Cline” are available at the Gem
and Century box office (313) 963-
9800, and all Ticketmaster loca-

ton Hills brought energy and
enthusiagm to her Tole as young
Molly, Jake's dsughter. Meredith
Gordon conveyed finesse and a
natura) atage presence to hor
role as the older Molly.

Sally Hart Goodman made
Karen the idoal big sister, capa-
ble of diapensing udvlcu and
sympathy without becoming

preachy or wearing out her wel-
come. Patti Jones, as Edith,
ardded a touch of saucy humor to
the role of Jako's therapist, with-
out lotting him take himself too
seriously.

Jones showed more self confi-
dence in this role than she’s
shown in the past, and is coming
into her own as a atrong charac-
ter actress.

tions, (248) 645-8668.

Praviow tickets range from
$12.26 to'$17.26; regular run
tickets $24,560 to $34.50.

Theatre/dinner packages aro
available at the adjoining Centu-
ry Club Reataurant. Visit the
Gem Theatre online at
www.gemtheatre.com

The Gem and Century The-
atres are located in the heart of
Detroit’s burgeoning entertain-
ment district. Built in 1908 by
noted architect George D. Mason

Jeanine Matlow is marvelously
funny as Sheila, Jake's girlfriend
of convonience whan Maggie
takes a hiatus from him.

Nancy Woltar and John
Calder’s sst design is clean and
classy, with two levels, and mul-
tiple entrances and exits are
integrated well into its layout.
Mary Calder and Diana
Reynolds’ costumes are slegant
and flattering to the characters.

You'll laugh and ery, and you™!!
leave with the hope that Jake
really can get his gir] and his life
back on track. You'll share his
frustrations and recognize your
common kinship, while enjoying
the quick paced entertainment.

“entury Theatre presents musical tribute to Patsy Cline

and recently restored by Detroit
developer Chuck Forbes, the
Century Club building now
houses a 200-seat thoater, fine-
dining restaurant and banquet
facility. In 1997, the Gem and
Century building was maved
from its formor location and
transported to tho corner of
Madison Avenue and Brush.
1,850 feet, five-block journey
made history, breaking the 1886
Guinness Book world record as
the heaviest building ever moved
on wheela.

thein in tho form of colored easi-
no chips. Players who walk away
with larger piles of the blue,
Mack and red chips than thoy
gtuited with often belong ta the
svinner family but the measuro
irct eniitely necurate.

' ior the true paternity test,
kitwing players and dezlers
ook to mannzea for the
iny,

¢ seen big winners bo big
nrl big fesery be big win-
it bascd on the woy they
¢ to conduet themselves,”

{ her firnt lessons in casi-

Bootiquette came in 1980 when
Kixh and a friend took a short
@tqwny vacation to the voun-
mecca of legalized gam-

bling, Las Vegas.

Just 24 at the time, Koch
recalls the excitement ohe felt ng
she placed herself in the comfort-
able playnrs chair and took her
firat look at the deep green felt of
the blackjack table. Several of
her first hands wore relatively
pimple trunsactions — dealer
gives cards, playec loses money.

Blackjack I8 a singular sport.
It pits player againat dealer. The
sport uges only two picces of
cquipment, cards and cash, Both
are to be ravered by the pleyere.

The game became complicated
for Koch when a player near her
began to give voice to hia impa-
tience with her inexperionce.

Koch left maat of her money
with the blackjack dealers dur-
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0N Blockjack Is a singular sport. it pits player
against doaier. Tho sport uges only two pleces of
equipment, cards and cash. Both are to be

revered by the players.

ing that trip but ehe came away
with something more valuable —
knowledge.

Waiting in the airport for her
return flight to Michigan, Koch
purchased a book about black-
jack and read it cover tu cover.
On her next trip she knew the
basics of the game. On hor next
five trips, she began to learn the
nuances of it.

Btories telling of the embar-
rassment and frustration felt by
players breaking this rule can be
found in various Internet chat
rooms whers people tell of the
highs and lows of the gaming

life. S

ArticBear poatcd a ulle of his
own brush againat casino man-
ners when a denler at an
Atlantic City casino rebuffed
him for attempting to tnke an
empty reat at a blackjack table
before the deck had been com-
pletely doalt through.

In a response posting from the
Wizard of Oddse, ArticBear
learned the rebuff waa a rarity
but may have meant the housa
was concorned that he was
attempting to cheat.

“Many casinos have rules
against mid entry,” Koch said.

ART IN THE COMMUNITY

“Imagine I'm sitting at a table
for a while playing only the min-
imum bet. My big banlkroll part-
ner stands nearby. When the
deck turns positive, I signal him
to come over and plunge in with
a big bet”

MGM's philosophy asks newly-
entering players to sit patieatly
until a hand hes been played
before attempting to break into a
blackjack gamo.

Sents are open to all, but new
or inexperienced players are
advised to beware of the farthest
seat from the left, known aa

ird base.

Naw players in thia seat often
catch the wrath of othera when
they make improper card choic-
s,

In terma of odds, the Wizard
bclievos an inexpericnced player
in any seat at a blackjnck table
has as much chance of helpink
the overall odds as hurting
them.

A player approaching ona of
Koch's tables looking to
exchange a handful of billa for
some casino chips while a hand
is being dealt will understand
soon that money is not to be
exchangad until play has
atop:

In some caasinos, blackjack
hands aro dealt face down and
players are ed to touch cards
with only one hand. MGM uses-
an all face up system so players
are asked not to touch cards at
al.

Communicating with a dealer
is a nonverbal matter. A knuckle
knocked on the table is the sig-
nal for another card. An open
hand waving aver the table indi-
cates a playor wishea no more
cards.

In the end, new and experi-
cnced players elike would do
best to remember the No. 1 rule
of the game, Don't bet unleas you
are willing to lose.

'

UVONIA ARTS COMMISHION
*Looking Back/Facing Forward,”
an exhibition of paintings and
drawings by Tonl Stevens contin-
uea through Monday, Jan. 31 at

" the Livonta Civic Center Library
Fine Arte Gallery, 32777 Fivo
Mlle Road, east of Farmington

‘répai'e‘ to find ;your spirit.
An épiphany.
X ’fouch with your soul at the

:i¢. Rejuvenate. Fall In fove all over agaln Exdus've
1z ireatments on the shores of Lake Michigan. Find
it"all 3t The Spa at The Inn at Hay Harbor, the
dest lakefront resort in over ona-hundred years.
vwing February 11,

‘Teso nights luxurious accommodations
’:hnmpsgm upon arnval v
“Tharapeutic massage for wo

2000, just in time for

Road,
Exhiblt hours are 9 a.m. to 9
p.m. Monday-Thursday, untll 5
p.m. Fridsy-Saturday, snd 1.5
p.m. Sunday.

“POLAND: A CELERRATION OF AXRT
ARD

The Plymouth Community Arts
Council's Culturat Diversity Serles
continues with Pollsh art, dance
and food 1-3 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
30 at’the Joanne Winkieman
Hulce Centar for the Arts, 774 N.
Sheldon at Junction, Plymouth,

Sampte Polish food and pastrios,
prepared by Throe Brothers
Restaurant end the culinary stu-
dents at Plymouth Salem and
Plymouth Canton high schoals at
1 p.m.. and onjoy e performance
by the Wawel Dancers at 2 p.m.
Most artist Marlon Owczarski
whose works wiil be on display
untl Wednesday, March 1,
Exhibit hours are 8 am, to 3
p.m. Monday-Tuosday, untll 9
p.m. Wednesday. until noon,
Thursday-Friday, Cali (734) 416

MANNIE JRCXSON PRESENTS

~

4278 for more information.

ARN ARSOR ART CENTER QALLANY
Through Feb. 18 — “Collective
Memories,” work of artists Linda
Soberman and Jannifer Martin at
117 W. Uiberty, Ann Arbor, Call
{734) 984-8004.

CALL FOR ARTISTS
The Livonla Arts Commission is
looking for exhibltors for its 24th
sonual Juried Art Festival — Art
In the Village, Saturday-Sunday,
June 10-11 at Greenmead
Historical Villags In Livonta.
Deadline for antry I8 Friday, Feb.,
11. For an application, cell
Livonla Community Resources
Department at (734} 466-2540.
Canton is also sesking
ort(sts for ts ninth annual Fine
Art and Fine Craft Show at
Liborty Fest June 24-25 In
Herltage Park,
Deadiine for appllcation is April
15, Call (734) 453-3710,
In addition, any art student in
middie or high school In the
Plymouth Canton Schools can
displey and eell thalr wares In a
student booth for free.

BOKEIHAKS MUSID CONPETINON
Deadiine for the third annual Solo
Concerto Competition for orches.
tral Instruments Is April 1. Prizes
ae $500-$1500 and Weyno
State University will match eech
prizs with a scholarship should
winners decide to further their
musical education st WSU. High
school and college students
(betwaen ages 16 and 22)
throughout Michigen are eligible,
Submit taps to Herbert Cout,
President, ¢/0 The Bohemians,
37885 Russeit Drive, Fermington

" Hills, 48332 or e-mall for further
Info to Couftinke@acl.com,



