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BY ELEANOR HEALD
BPECIAL WRITZN

n Jan. 7, the Star South-

field's 20-scroon megaplex,

with Its stadium seating in
rocking chaira und SDDS digital
sound, nlso became a *lot's oat
out” destination.

Now York-based Ark Restau-
rant Corp., aware of the hot
metro-Detroit market, saw the
opening of its Volcano Grill and
Z-Dim eatories as a distinct
addition ta its New York City,
Laa Vegas, Washington D.C. and
Hoston loeations. Founded in
1976, Ark has morphed from
uperating moderately sized
neighborhood restourants to
high-volume, multi-concept
enteries. The Southficld project
typifies this 215t Century con-
copt.

Director of Operationn Donna
Palamaro, o transplanted Now
Yorker who “grow up” with Ark
Restaurants, sums it up. *Vol-
cano Grill's menu is similar to
uur Tex-Mex restaurants in
Washington, D.C. and lower
Manhaottan. We gave this loca-
tion a different nnme because it
has its own uniquo space, archi-
tecture and colors, Z-Dim ia
CEO Michael Weinstein's brain-
child. The smail tnsten (tapas)
concept is a hot food movement.”

Corporate Executive Chef
Michael Kiernan adds: “For our
Mexican-atyle dishes, we use
only thinly-sliced beef skirt
stenk, not ground ocef. We ronst
all our chilics on premise and
make our mole and salna from
scratch. Tho amail tastes ot 2.
Dim nre very versatile. Enting
can bo quick or plaw, It allows a
large group of friends to linger
and offers a family with kids a
brond range of choices, 6o cvery-
one geta what they want.”

Canter.

11 p.m. Sunday.
Menu:

B Z-Bim — broad global,
survll:n) dim sum.

Resorvations: Accepted.
Credlt cards: All maojors.
Detalls: Kids monus. Take-out,
end beer at 2-Olm.

Volcano @l & Z-Dim
Where: 25333 W. 12 Mllo Road, In the Sauthfield Entertainment

Voloano Qrill (248) 3720100, ZrDIm (248) 3720110,

Open: 11:30 a.m, to 11 p.m. Monday; untll mldnight Tuesday-Thurs-
day; until 1 2.m, Friday; 11 a.m. to 1 a.m. Saturdsy; ond 11 a.m. to

B Volcano Grill — traditional tastes of a Mexican cantina.

fuslon concept of Hong Kong style (cart
I Volenna Qrll — Mexican traditional tastes $5-10, entrees $11-
ﬂ 2:Dim — dim sum $3-7, entroes $8-13.

Fult service bor ot Volcano; wine

Brunch Saturday and Sunday. Banquots for
groups of 10 te 1,000. Vegetarian sonsitive.

Originally from Pucbla, Moxico
and now a Southficld resident
with hia wife and threo children,
Exccutive Chef Cnrlos Garcia
Rios oversees the kitchen for
both eateries. To take the posi-
tion, he re-located from Now
York City along with tho kitchen
erow.

‘Theater goers passing through
tho colossal entry to Volcanc
Grill get not only their fill of
Mexican food, but $3.5 million
worth of eye condy and dramat-
ic screaming colors. You can
order Margaritas by the Yord
with chips and guncamole, que-
sadillas, tacoy, burritos and other
cantina fare,

Interesting entrces such as
Chicken, Beef or Shrimp Alam-
bre, brochettea morinnted with
garlic and chilies, Cornmeal
Crusted Shrimp with pincapple
salan or Yucatan Style Ribs widh
tamarind barbecuo sauce come
without the all-too-often obliga-
tory rice and rofried beans. But

WHAT S COOKING

take this tip from Ries: “The
enchilodos and Shrimp Alambre
are my best efforts” A grab and
go taco bar suita those with time
constraints,

Dim sum

Z-Dim puts a new-age spin on
Hong Kong style dim sum, with
cart offerings served in a futur-
istic ntmosphere. For the tradi-
tionnl cart service, 10 dim sum
selections from a master list of
600 chenge daily. But they are
not &)l Chinese. Carts are more
like circulating tapas bars offer-
iny tastes from around the globe.

Z-Dim attempts to appeal to n
variety of ethnic preferences. So,
while you find Peking Duck on
the menu, as might be expected
from thoe eatory's Asian name,
there's distinctly Italian Angel
Hair Pasta with rock shrimp and
Middlo Eastern Lamb Kebobs.

To some, sensory overlond may
also be tho name of the game at
Z-Dim. A scries of spccially

BTAFY PIOTO BY JIX JAGDIELY

Spley snack: Exccutive chef Carlos Rios prepares beef satay. Rios oversees the
kitchens of both new restaurants at the Star Southfield theater complex.

curated video installations beam
continually and the larger-than-
life cxhibition kitchen anawers
80 you want to bo a chef?

Flan, fried ice cream and
banana pinnta are Volcano's spe-
cialty desserts. Z-Dim carts
have a stellar key lime pie and
chocolate créme brulée aa top
choices.

Neither Volcano Grill nor Z-

Dim is the place to choese for
romantic dining pre or post a
romantic film. But if you wont
to keep the action going or get
your scnses piqued bofore a
high-tech apecial effocts spy
thriller, they could be your fix.
True even if you skip the film!
Spring 2000 will bring two

Entertainment Center. IFat
Anthoeny's will faature two large
brick ovens fur pizza. Starlight
Brewery will offer pub food and
six to eight microbrews.

Eleanor Heald writes about
dining, food and wine for the
Obscrver & Eccentric Newspa-
pers. To leave her a voice mail

ge, dial (734) 953-2047,

more Ark R Corpora-
tion eateries to the Southfield

mailbox 1864.

Send dinner specials, menu

Restnurant Corpnrntmn began

restaurcnt
and other items for consideration
in What's Cooking to Keely Wygo-
nik, Assistant Managing Editor
Features Group, Observer News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia, MI 48150. To fax, (734) 591-
7279 or c-mail
Feeygronik@oc. hamecomm.net. Let
ua know abaut your Chinese New
Year and Valentine'’s Day din-
ners.
8 Unigque Restaurant Cor-
poration — Concerned about
restaurant food and your health?

y vacci-
nations on Jan. 18 to immunize
all food-handler employees from
the hepatitis A virus (HAV). In
the future, all new food-handler
cmployces will be required to get
HAV vaccination as part of their
pre-employment drug screen and
physical,

Matt Prentice, URC president,
made the decision to begin
mandatory inoculations, not
because of any problems in his
restaurants, but out of concern
for the aafety of his diners and

! I lati of 260

In a move d in the
restaurant industry, the Unique

cm;h:yecu will coat the company

(A, TindenBox Productions
Paseats.n

Tickots available at
door or to order send
$5 per tickat to:
TincerBox Productions
Commerce Road
Livonia, MI 48150
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FRANKENMUTH AND A
e3()0 SHOPPING SPREE!
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* Appetizers/Vegatabies + Dessssts
finals! 1o paricipete in the Bavarian Inn Lodge Cook Off 1o be hakd
on Moy, May 1, 2000 8nd compete Rar hese DWOUS PrLLK:

GAANG PRIZE — Firs: prze winnars in
Shopping Spewe Grand Pitze.
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more than $30,000.

“We take every precaution to
ensure safe food handling,” Pren-
tice affirms, “But no matter how
clean the restaurant, how well
trained or watchful the staff,
vaccination is the only guaran-
teed way to prevent the spresd-

MICHIGAN'S #1 PASTIE -
MADE FRESH DAILY FROM QUR 75 YEAR OLD FAMILY RECIPE
HOME OF THE ONE POUNDER - offar éxj

$3.21 ¢ TAX Stutted Cabdage; Salsds: Cookies; Carrot Cake  $3.40 4 TX

ing of hepatitis A. URC has a
history of being preactive when
it comes to guest and employec
safety. This is our insurance.”

In the past three ycars, metro-
Detroit has seen two HAV out-
breaks and one futality due to
food-handler transmission. In

OVER 1 MILLION SOLD

ras 2/26/00

EAST
POTATOES, CARROTS
ONIORS, PEAS,
CELERY

HOURS: 8on.-8at 10t0 7

| 1310 Middisbett

1998, the number of reported
HAV cases in Michigan and
Idaho were second in the nation
only to Arizona.

URC operates the following
restaurants and delis in metro-
Detroit: Café Janlin and Porta-
bella in the Someraet Collection,

AT 11,00 AM

TUESDAY & THURSDAY

OPEN DAILY
MON-SAT
BUSIN!
Sr

Troy; Deli Unique, Bingham
Farma, Bloomfield Hills, Detroit
and West Bloomfield; Plaza Deli,
Southficld; Morels, Bingham
Farms; Flying l‘lah Birming-
ham; No.VE, Novi; Narthern
Lakes Seafood Company, Bloom-
ficld Hills; and Duet, Detroit,

NOW EVERY

DINNERS

from 4 p.m.

Get away to a place brimming with

Call us About: .
Ptny Reaarvations « All-U-Can-Eat
'* Party Packagea » Carry Out Party
Trays « Hollday Gift Certificates
‘Voted ¢1 P[nl In Metvo Dctroﬂ!

memorable wintertime experiences.
SlopB beckon. Trails entice, The kids

flock to Totem Park and other nationally
recognized children’s programs. Horse-drawn sleigh rides.

snowshoeing, skating, fitness center and 3
year-round pool extract life’s censions
and replace them with contentment,

fodging.
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Sunday Brunch pifi certicats.
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Funny....how a litthe cold
can lsave you 30 warm,
Now this Is qualicy tme!

Crystal Mountain
Resort, 35 midos NW of
Cadiliac on M- 15 near

ot s




