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One door closes, another
opena, The stages are dark now
at the Shakespoare Fostival in
" Stratford and the Shaw Festival
at Niagara-on-tho-Lake, but
London, Ontario, and ita Grand
- Theatre, are ready and waiting.
-, For a get-away wintor woek-
< ¢nd built around a play, London
Heserves more attention than it

i R

.

fé.y’s the thing in
nearby London, Ontario

“We wont the firat time ten
yoare ngo, out of curiosity,” aaid
Julie Candlor of Bloomfield
Hills. “And we've gone back
overy yenr since then, It's fun
and the ploys are always excel-
lont. Stove Martin's ‘Picasso at
tho Lapin Agile’ was one of the
best productions 1've.over scen
anywhere.”

London ien’t Toronto, but
that's part of its charm, It's an
oasy drive — two hours from the

- geta. Cenadinn horder ~ loss expen-

4 Travel detalis for London, Ontarlo

Ticket information: the Grand Theatre box office: 519/672-
8800.

Restaurants: The Blue Ginger at 644 Richmond St., has
food with an Asian accent; 434-5777.

Bon Appetit, across from the Grand Theatre at 476 Rich-
mond St., is n French-Italian bistro; 438-2660.

The Gallery Cafe is ot 421 Ridout St.; 672-4680; Garlic's at
481 Richmond St. has many good, garlic-flavored dishes; 432-
4092,

., The Marienbad restaurant, with Czech and Hungarian spe-
cialties, ia nt 122 Carling St.; 679-9940.

The Village Cafe, at 716 Rick d St., features c

. cuisine; 432-2191
Where to Stay: both the Delta London Armouries Hotel,
¢ 326 Dundas St. (800 668-9999) and the Westin at 300 King St

(619 439-1661) have indoor poals and fitneas centers. The
Idlewyld Inn, a handsome Victorian house at 36 Grand Ave.
(800 267-0525) hns charming rooms, auites with firoplaces,
and a freo hreakfast. Good budgoet cholees: Quality Hotel by
Journey’s End, 374 Dundas St.; (800 228-6151). Londan Exce-
I¥ uative Suites, 362 Dundas St.; (800 265-5955).

: Swoets: Hamstead's Tea Room serves tea, acones and
desserts nt Richmond St. North in Alva (Gust outside London);
660-8424.

Lively bare: Joe Cool's Sports Bar at 695 Richmond St. and
Jim Bob Ray's at 685 Richmond St.; both have pool tables.

General tipa: drive with your car lights un during the day as
Canadians do. Remember that radar detectors are illegal in
Canndn. To get tho best exchange rate, use your credit card
whenevor possible. For more information, call: Tourism Lon-
don, (800} 561-4574.

CREAT ESCAPES
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sive and easier to cope with.

If you atay at a downtown
hotel, you can walk almost
overywhere. There aro good
reataurants, shops and places to
atay, all with a subtle but die-
tinct Canadion flavor,

The restored Grand is an cle-
gaat old theatre, built in the
early 1900s, with murals, chan-
deliers, even {it's said) a resident
ghost. Plays range from classic
favorites to new warka by Cana-
dian playwrights,

This season’'s scheduls
includes “Patience,” n contompo-
rary play Feb. 18 to March 4;
“Communicating Doors,” n come-
dy, March 17 to April 1. And a
bonua performance, “Mom’s The
Word,” May 9-27.

Special deals for each produc-
tion: nctors will discuas the play,
and theater in general, in a
question-and-anawer format
after the third Saturday mati-
nee. And, one hour before the
firat Saturday matinee, the box
office will sell all remaining tick-
cts at $5 each.

London is o business and med-
ical center as well a8 a universi-
ty town, with the University of
Westorn Ontario. The London
Regional Art & Historical Muse-
um, a striking building all glass
and steel tubing, with an alu-
minum rhinocercs guarding the

grounde, has interesting
exhibits, An Imax Theatre is at
900 King St.

Also open to winter visitors:
the 1834 Eldon House, at 481
Ridout Street North, and the
London Museum of Archeology
at 1600 Attawandaron Road, off
Wonderland Road, south of
Highway 22.

Downtawn Victoria Park, once
the drill ground for a British gar-
rison during the Revolutionory

Imposing: This metal rhino sculpturc:

torical Museum, London, Ontario, C¢nada

This season: Here's the
program cover for the cur-
rent theater season at the
Grand Theatre.

War, has a public ice-skating
rink.

London's downtown is a mix of
Victorian brick buildings and
sleck glnss towera.

The Delta London Armouries
Hotel combines both styles; a
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lircat Escapes features vérious )8 The West Michigan Td&’ﬁ:iﬁ'
<‘travel news ltems. Send news | associntion’s winter fun *Get- ~

“dle Bass Island and Kelleys

leads, story Ideas or your own
rave! adventures to Keely
Wygonik, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36351 School-
craft, Livonia, MI 48150 or fax
to (734)591-7279 or e-mail to
> kwygonik@ oe. homecamm. net

away Guide” is available at (800)
442-2084. ‘Also, ¢heck thrir Web' -
site, www. wmta. org

A free Lako Erie Islands Trav-
¢} Plannar is availablg at (800}
441-1271. The Ohio jslands arv a
populur destination for about 6 l

:
Bay, Mid-

Island. Other attractions nearby
inelude Cedar Point and Marble-*
head Lighthouso State Park.
Web site ia www.lake-erie.com .
‘The bocklet includes coupans,
information on restaurants, fodg-
ing, forty boats times and

# Solo travelers looking for
something different can chose
from scveral singles-only bike or
walking tours of Europe. For a
free, large, four-color booklet
about Europe and the tours, call
(800) 321-6060 or check their
Web site nt www. curobike. com.
Tour scuson runs April through
Octaber.

v building with a
ateep glabs roof, tucked inside
the sholliof an 1890 brick mili-
tary armdry.

You geg'a similar mix of peo-
ple: for igd a Queen Eliza-
beth loolglike in a tweed suit,
having teif ond a cozy chat with
a purplo-Hnired teenuager wear-
inga nosq;ing.

Last ‘yoar, the waiter at a
favorits Rstaurant remembered
us. “Wolteme back.” he snid.
Then hé disappeared and
returned? with  something
wrapped in tissue paper. It was
small, linjp, worn. *Madam,” he
said. “Your glove. Left here last
year” ' .

Can ybu imagine that happen-
ing in nn ‘American restaurant ?
Tean't)y i

Hcm'& wr schedule for a Lon-
don theatre weckend. We leave
Birmingbarn. (five couples, three
cars) about 8:30 on a Saturday
morning, arriving in London in
time to theck in at our hotel ond
have lu )ck at the Gallery Cafe
in the EBondon Regionnl Art &
Historicdl Museum. The cafe has

:

2300 Feathorstona Road
Aubiirn Hills, MI 48326
248-334-2222

WILLLWY BCriom

sits in front of the London Regional Art & His-

a good lunch menu (carrot-ginger
soup, guiche, almond chiclken
yalad) and the best view in town
- you luok out ot the snowy
woods of Harris Park, the
Thames river, and a castle that
is, in reality the Middlescx
County building.

After lunch, we walk to the
Grand Theatre on Richmond
atreet, in time for a 2 p.m. play.
Afterwards, we explore the shops
along Richmond Row, checking
out antiques, booka, fancy choco-
tates, sweaters, tweed caps, vin-
tage dregses,

Then we walk back, afien
through a soft, scenic snowfall,
to our hotel to rest up before
going out for dinnor.

The rext morning begins with
a brisk walk along the Thames
River. Then we treat ourselves to
a lavish brunch at the Delta
Armourises Hotel. Canada is
another country, after all.

Mary Augusta Rodgers is a Birm-
ingham resident who has written
for Family Circle, Woman's Day.
and Smithsonian magazines.

N million visitors a year. The detailed maps.
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= The Grand Haven/ Spring Lakes
“:Area visitors bureau is offoring a
“Zwo-for-one winter lodging
*.oupon now through March 31,
S3he only non-availability date is
\:j Jalentino's weckend. Advance
“aescrvations required. Call (800)
3‘68-0897 for the details. Grand
*Haven is on Lake Michigan
«“nbout three hours from Detroit.
> :Among its well-known tourist
Z-3vonta is the annual Coast

- uard festival held every aum-

‘Prepare to be astonished.

t to be pampered.

cing the Grand Opening of

s finest in European-style spas.

i
Flegant and sophisticated accommodations on the
shore of Lake Michigan. Massage, aroma and

:mer. - . A

e hydrotherapies amid stunning luxury. Find it ait at The

:mmmmrmnak Spa at The Inn at Bay Harbor. Opening February 11,

hpw ion guide 2000 is availabl 2000. just in time for Valentine’s Day. : Taka Jour pick of romantic weekend ezcopes. Each inchudos a
o8t any Passageways offices . huxunQus two-00m surte, evening beverage recenton. free
:iu!tnwidu {part of Carlson Wag- Ramance Spa Weekend praps] der breaktast, use of ndoct pool, whirlpool and
=Znlit netwark) or by calling (800) " Relax. Rejuvenate. Fall in love all over again. fitnes§ center - plus eatras a5 described below.

="¥48-0408.
# Michigan Snowmobile Trait
Map and Great Lakes, Great
Skiing brochures are available at
(888) 78-GREAT. The ski
‘brochure includes a two-for-one
mid-week ki coupon.

NTarco Island
i Flovida i

Vacation Homes & Condos
On the Gulf of Mexico.

. Two nights luxurious accommodations
« Champagne upon arrival
- Therapeutic massage for two

- Dinner one evening

Romanos Packsge Includes 2 bottie of champagne,
chocotatos, bubbia bath and use of terry r0bes.
BounceBack Weekend® Our iow BounceBack rate starts
05 early as Thursday with a Saturday night stay.

For tasarvations vist wwwy.hitton.com. Or catt your
professional trave! agent, 1-800-HILTONS, of the

- Hilton Surfes Autarrn Hills at 248-334-2222.

pet couple, 1ax & gratuity extra
offer valid thraugh 04/30/00

49

2l T ton at Bay Harbor

‘It happens

i act at Ehogk i dod seceints S20 ol o detedaase
1-800-GO-BOYNE - 231-439-4046 on com) *Ramarce Packags ofler weid row Iroh 123100 chwmonge
www.innatbayhartor.com .

Bay Harbor, Michigan

OVER 300 EXHIBITORS.
5 ® Beverly Delulio. host of PBS” “HandyMa'am™ and The
L Discovery Channel's “Easy Does 1t.” shares her howio
expettise by offering tips from repunts to improvements.
and redecorating that make life casser around the house
® WIR's “The Appliarce Dxtor Joe Gagnon and “The
Garden Show" Dean Reauskopt
® WXYT's “Ask the Handyman® Ghkenn Haege. “Money Talk™ Rick Bioom and
*BC Talk” Mike Wendland on Saturday and Sunday

® Presentanons on decoratiag. home repals and remodeling
- Treasure Chest contest with daity pezes.

NOVI EXPO CENTER
1-96 & NOVI RD,
FEBRUARY 3-6, 2000
worse buiders.org
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