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+ helmets moved into the forefront of the public,
again through statistics and stories of injuries
. and deaths. Those are stilt optlonnl but

. ple will say, “We didn’t wear helmeta when we
;. were kids and we survived.” Others will say,
: “We cannot put our kids in a bubble and pro-

: true. But we can learn from experience and we
: can still enjoy the fun of something like sled-
* ding with a minor precsution that can, per-

" their son’s death, the parents are trying to e-

Computers

Public access must be maintained

8 the Farmington Hills City Council
Amuvea toward creating “paperless”

packets of information for each of their
meetings, caution must prevail,

There likely isn't a business or inatitution
in the world that doesn't suffer a pnper chuse
It's } e, sometimes overwhel
and probably a waste of good paper.

But paper leaves a trail, and that is impor-
tant in government and the public’s easy
access to infoermation.

Technologically it makes sense to switch
fram mounds of paper in & notebook that
council members receive the Friday before any
Monday mecting to electronically delivered
files of information on a laptop computer, It's
the computer age, alter all.

But city administrators and council mem-
bers are cautioned to aveid getting so caught
up in the usc of computers to transmit infor-
mation that they neglect to recognize the pub-
lic's interest.

Perhaps it’s just tradition, but paper has
always been the public's way of keeping track
of their government. Paper provides concrete
evidence. :

Certainly, the use of computers in city
couneil meetings would streamline the infor-
mation process and ease the paper chase for
employees.

It's worth a try. But we are as concerned
about thig move as arc some council members
and administrators. In no way should the lap-
tops the council receives be interactive, mean-

ing that all di and d
must remain in a public forum, not commum-

cated between individual council members via
computers.

As the computer age envelopes government,
we urgo the city council and administrators to
always keep in mind that the public's right to
know and right to access to government
remains as strong as ever.

‘While the city council may have laptop com-
puters for employees and administraters to
transmit information, not all members of the
public have been as fortunate in tapping into
the computer age, .

City officials are urged to keep in mind that
plenty of their constituents still like to stop by
city hall and leok things up - on paper, and
that agendas, reports and the like must
remain accessible to all members of the public,

including those who are without p 8 Or
lack the desire to get involved in the computer
age.

There is no suggestion here that the city
council and administrators will be not be hon-
est and open with residents, But information
about government must always remain easily
available to the public.

Caution must prevail as the city council
changes its work habita from paper to comput-
er. But always the public’s interest must
remain in the forefront. That's what the city
council is there for - to serve the public, its
needs and its interests.

Make your kids

isn't possible to make sense out of tragic
q accidents, like the one that killed 7-year-old
4 Joseph Michael Mounikel of Livonia on Jan.

Trying to make semething good come from

mail their message around the world, It's a
simple message, marked with their tears of
experience, and one that bears repeating: If
you go sledding, put bicycle helmets on your
children and yourself.

Back when many of us were kids, we didn't
seem to worry as such about gafety, For
years, few Americans wore safety belts.
Decades of death, injury and heartache taught
peeple that they were safer with seatbelts on,
and laws followed aiming to ensure safety and
reduce the public health costs. Later, bicycle

strongly ded for safe bicyati
When it comes to bicycling or sleddmg, peo-

tect them from everything.” Both points are

haps, save o life.
But don't take our word, listen to the words
of Dianne and George Mouaikel:

“On January 25, 2000, we buried our 7-
year-old son; our baby, our angel, our heart.
He wasn't sick, he didn't have some horrible
dizease or tumor, He was, as most 7-year-olda
are, a bappy child full of life and love for
everything and everyone.

“So how did he die? It was a horrible acci-
dent doing something that most kids love to

QUESTION:
Wednesday
was
Groundhog
Day. Did you

“He's golng to
500 his shadow
because winter -
came 0 late this -
year.” .

We asked this
question of staff
members at
Eagle Elemen-
tary In Farming-
ton Hills.

mnmm‘

wear helmets
W SLEDDING ACCIDENT

do. He was sledding down & snow-covered hill
when the sled veered off course and went
straight into a tree. He flew off the sled and |
his poor little head slammed into the tree. In .
a little over an hour our little boy lay lifeless
on a table in a nearby emergency room.

“Now then, why are we sending this e-mail?

“We're trying to spark a reaction, a reaction
that will spread fast and wide s0 thot no other
family, for thot matter no other community
(his chureh, his school, the YMCA and the
many fathers and sons at that camp that were
there that day, his friends, our friends, ete. ...
this tragedy has touched so many here) will
never face and feel what we are fceling now.
The feclings at the loss of a child cannot be
described unless you have lost one yourself.
We hope you never da. So here is the reaction
wé're looking for:

“Joseph's death could have been prevented
if he had only been wearing a bicycle helmet
or some kind of protective helmet on his head.
We realize the news media has jusi started
talking nbout accidents that happen while
sledding and how many children and people
are hurt every year, but unfortunately some-
times it takes a tragedy to get the point
acroes.,

“So we're asking everyono ... forward this e-
mail to everyone you know, we want the mes-
sage to spread across the world. Please make
sure that your children are wearing their pro-
tective helmots when they're riding their
bikes, Rollerblading, skate boarding and
please, please when they are slodding too! And
parents, your children love you and they need
you, wear your protective helmeta too.”

It's n message worth thinking about,
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Crucial issue

Mr. Power, we would like to thank you for
your outstanding article in “Paints of
View"” on urban gprawl in the Jan. 20 edition
of the Observer, Also, the editorial on trans-
portation shows vision and courage.

We are very pleased you will continue to
cover these crucial issues. We moved from
Novi to Farmington 22 years ago because we
wanted to live in a community where we could
walk or ride a bike to stores, parks, etc., and
not be dependent on a car. Piaces like down-
town Farmington, Northville and Plymouth
are rare jowels that spraw! should not be
allowed to destroy.

We agree that poor public policy is part of
the problem, along with such factors as cheap
gas (despite what people think), home mort-
gage deductions and new road construction
versus repair of what we already have, We
also lack real regional planning and not
enough media awarcness of what the prob-
lems are and what can be done.

We sce the issue of sprawl as a moral issuc
because it is causing degradation of the envi-
ronment, loss of good farmland and animal
haobitat, wasteful use of encrgy and perhaps
even contributing to strain in family and
friend relationships because of time wasted
and tempers raised just trying to commute.

You and the Observer staif are to be highly
commended for addressing this issue to raise
peoplea awareness and help put forth some

If other ji lists in the Detroit
area would follow suit, we could make some
progress. Thank you for taking a leadership
role on what will undoubtedly be one of the
rnost crucial isaues of this new century.

Pam & George Wright
! Farmington

Acts of kindness

ank you to the community for the numer-

ous expressions of sympathy and heart-
warming acts of kindness. My 24-year-old son,
Wally, died recently. Ho attended Farmington
ngh 8chool special education nnd Vls\ons

limited for the devel
We have recoived an oulpuunng of support.
from Visions, Highmeadow Common Campus
(our deughter’s school), and the community.

The special programs provided through the
Farmington Public Schools are invaluable to
the students and family of special adults, The

teachers, administrators and staff have devot-
ed their lives to teaching, consoling, and lav-
ing others whose abilities are different from
the general population.
The residents of Far /Far
Hills should be proud to support the outstand-
ing programs at Farmington High School,
Visions and Cloverdale. We moved to Farm-
ington Hills because of the house and location.
We stay because of the people.
Linda, Wally, Molly Tyza
Amy (sister) and David Anselm
Farmington Hills

Impossible to enforce

ttached is my letter to the Farmington
Hills City Council regarding the recent
bird feeding ordinanee:

‘To put it simply: the council has been, pos-
sibly inndvertently, acting dumb or dumber,
In my judgment, it should truly be embar-
rassed by the wording in the ordinance it
passed. But, unfortunately, to its shame, it
probably remains impervious to it all.

Morcover, also to our shame, the council
scems to remain pleased about the ordinance.
It passed 5 to 1.

‘The city council should look carefully at the
wording in its ordinance and then assurc the
citizens of this continually evelving city that
they don't border on the ridiculous, if not the
bizarre,

This ordinance, at the minimum, is impos-
sible to enforce.

E. McGlinn
Farmington Hills

Over-staying welcome

ild geese forage for food, fly south in the

winter, or die. It is nature’s way of con-
trolling their population, By giving them food
and shelter, some residents of Farmington
Hills created a dependent mob of protesting
honkers. These are not the beautiful animals
pausing in their travel to distant lands; these
remain behind to become filthy intrudera over-
staying their welcome.

Nature lovers can enjoy wild things without
feeding them. Handouts corrupt animals as
well aa people.

Hank Borgman
Farmington
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OUR MISSION: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think about community journalism
. )

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger p

independent from the stories and

They ider th to be

{onal and then dashing off to cover

they cover, i

thi

@ in to write the unusual or
g else. We regard ourselves as both accurate

Joumallau and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power
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