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“Fheir gradea are a littlo bet-
ter than other ninth graders,”
Barrett told school bourd mem
hers, “So the attention seems to
be working.”

Barrett und other members of
the Transition Study Cominittee
reported on thingy that have
already been dons or are about
to be done to smooth out the
bump in the rond many kide
experience going from eighth to
ninth grade. For example:

2 Thursday, Jan. 27, parents
of incoming Fermington High
School freshmen received o
primer about what their kide

" might expect in fall 2000, Simi-

lar programu will take place at
Hurrison and North high
schools,

n On Tuesday, Feb. 22, at
Furmingten Training Center,
current freshmen from ell three
high schools will participate in a
focus group to talk about their
first impressions of high school.
At the workshop, teachers from
e middle and high schoo} levels
-also will “talk and develop plans
nqut how to strehgthen plans
‘acrosy all levels,” Judy White,
‘ussivtunt superintendent of
{instruction for the district, said
{during her update to the board.

i n Neor the end of the achaol
‘year, cighth graders visit high
.school and “move up” te sample
‘frevhman life. Thoy follow an
grhbrevinted schedute of ninth
sprade clusses,

> Also discussing efforts at their
‘schools were North Farmington
High School Principal Rick Jones
‘hnd Ann Blanzy of Harrison
tHigh School’s counseling depart-
:iment, both on the Transitions
+Ptudy Committec.

i+ Jones reported that 3 percent

“of activities during Student

‘Enrichment Time are devated to
trensition activities. A team of
23 tepchers are instructing ninth
sgradeys on topics such as goal-
.uufmg, time management, study
skills, conflict management and
substance abuse.

“They also provide (students
with) work-world information
through career rlusterd,” Jones
said, “This .., gives us a chance
to offer important topics without
comnpromising our instructional
time,”

During tho second semester,
students with a grade-point-
,averuge falling below 2.0 will
‘face mondatory tutoring sessions
with teachers, Meanwhile, Jones
said a “mentor-mentoree” pro-
gram in in its formative stages.

He told the board that tho pro-
gram would identify eighth
gradeora at Morth’s two feeder
schoola (Dunckel and Warner)
who might be at risk of having
difficulty making the jump to
high school.

Thoso students would team up
with juniors, with those pairings
continuing into 2000-01, when
participating students would be
freshmen and seniors, rospoc.
tively.

Alzo, North studonta in the
National Henor Soclety sare
scheduled to this spring visit
middle schoolers to discuss what
_they might expact next year,

Although Jones emphasiznd
that “pecple, and not programs,
make kids feel at homs, we'ro
confident our people, Jur staffs
“... and our studenta will contin-
‘wo to work on mnking these

s rolatively paind

ay pqulble

Harrison is scheduling e “Mov-
lng Up” day, which includens a
;uldod tour of the campus, Cur-
_rent students discuss ways to be
‘auccessful, while next yarr's
froshmen will complate vork-

“sheets about “How Much Do You

Really Know About Harrieon,”
Blsnsy sald.

ond sadness.

“I have mixed feelings,” Robert
aatd. “We'd been 1n the commu-
nity a lung time, serving people,
providing jobs and building 2 lot
of memorics.”

Btill, the clientcle changed
over time. Regulur customers
moved out of the area. Business
was good, but not what it once

was.

The Blakeneys had even
approached the city nbout some
kind of redevelopment, beenuse
they were involved in the Grand
River corridor revitalization

efforts. Nothing panned out.

It has also been frustrating for
them to see so little publicity
given to on area thet is so much
a part of the community, yet is
stiil struggling to maintain ite
vitality. Itobert wishes the same
newspaper cnlling to ask him
questions about his closed buni-
ness hud given its contributions
and history a little more cover-
age when Blakeney's was atill
open.

But he's not much for pointing
the finger of blame. While their
decision was a difficult one,
Robert 8nid, it was also the right
one.

“We felt it was time,” he said.

Robert ian’t sure what's going
to happen to the building. A
neighboring busioess has
expressed interest, and other
potentiul buyers have inquired.
It may or may not be a restau-
rant sgain, he said.

Customers like Lawrence
Niblet will mias the place. He
and many others have smailed
and called into the Observer to
find out more about what hap-
pened,

“We're very disappointed,”
Niblet said. “It was a good place.
Nice hospitality.”
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