Radio shows
stimulated the
imagination

o you remember aitting with

your ear glued to the radio lis-

tening to stories? Saturday
mornings and dark winter nights, I
pat in etony silence, spellbound by fas-
cinating programs. My demonstrative
imagination vividly created charac-
ters und stage scttings as I heard
voices, sound effects nnd illustrative
descriptions.,

With the onset of turbulent weath-
or, stotic dominated the airways,
muking it nearly impossible to hear
anything on our 1934 Philco cathedral
radio, If our folks caught us listening
to the rodio during a lightning storm,
they quickly shut it off, pulled the
plug and told us a lightning bolt
would burst through the radio strik-
ing us dead. Can that really happen? 1
do remember the final seconds of our
round sereened television - the anten-
na gut zapped and the gaping mouth
of the screen regurgitated its contents
all over the living room, instunta-
neounly belching simoko and emitting
that uniquely repulsive oder of incin-
erating wire.

8o much variety

Sprawled on the floor in front of the
radio, my brothers and [ listened to
“Let’s Pretend.” Often, I sang aleng
with the Andrews Sisters as they
crooned their jumpy songa like “Don't
Sit Under The Apple Tree,” “Shoo-
Shao Buby,” and “Rum & Cocn Coln,"
“The Shadow” had my hair springing
from its folliclen und “The Green Hor.
net” shivered my spine. *Amos N’
Andy” always evoked nn cruption of
laughter, Nobody could tell deadpan
joken like Jack Benny and who could
forget Edgar Bergen and his comical
wooden sidekick, Churlie McCarthy?
The much-adored George Burns &
Gracie Allen were amusing guests-in
homes all across America. Many of
you remomber “Baby Snooks &
Daddy” and *The Grand Ole Opry”
with Minnie Pearl and Montana Slim.

Unlike television, radi» a8 a phe-
nomenal stimulant fur the imagina-
tion, Because I had nover seen the
actors, ! was greatly disappointed
wheon I'first viewed them on the tele-
vision screen. Thoy looked nothing
like tho images { had contrived, Fur-
thermoare, heing mesmerized by the
visuals of clothing ond scenery, I was
drawn away from dialogue and story
tine. Shows that originated on TV
were not a problom since nothing pre-
ceded them for comparison.

Even though radic shows were
sumetimes scary, I cannot recall any
violence like that which is so graphi-
cally portrayed today on television
and in theaters. Becavue we have
pecome fumiliar with and somewhat
descnsitized to brutality in movies
und media, it is now r sensntional
form of nmusement that we are sub-
jected to on a daily basis. That enter-
tninment leaves u negative impact
and clearly cvokes bed dreama, One
hos to wonder if some criminals were
influnnced by their own hideous

it es or if thoy ¢ Ived idens
from shocking movies, thereby induc-
ing thom to commit heinoua crimes.

As ndults who know right from
wrong, we diescct what wa observe
and try to purge the iniquitous debria
from our minds. Innocent children
have not cvelved onough to do the
eame. In the enrly years, they are
beginning thelr cognitive journey into
the devel of insight, jud
and reason. How confuslng it must be
for them to ba told not ta be physically
abusive or ateal, yot they seo thin
behavior on TV oll the time. Parenta
need to moniter what their children
watch and request that baby sitters
rosporsibly comply. We supervise to
preclude physical harm ~ lot ua also
overace what paychologieally affects
our childron. !

1 am not advocating the destruciion
of telovinion. It containa & vast source
of educational substance, but some-
times I wish wa could regresa to the
good ole’ radio story duys. Maybe just
on Saturday nighta...

Ellen Heracher ix a resident of
Farmington Hills
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Interpreters link deaf clients with speaking world

B Deaf & Henrin{nhnpnired
Services in Farm ‘ﬂpn
Hills helps clients “hear”
their way through all kinds
of life situations.

BY JOANNE PORRETTA
BPECIAL WRITRR

Imagine being served legal papers,

tests that show you have canrer or o -

statement showing a problem with
your bank account. Of course, you

would need to act decisively - hire a
lawyer or consult with a medical spe-
cialist — yet these professionnls do not
speak your language, ond you cannot
hear theirs, You are deaf.

Whether a diro situation or an every-

boy.”

It is for these situations, the large or
small moments of day-to-day life, that
the deof and hearing impaired rely on
interpreters of American Sign Lan-
guage to provide the link of clear com-

day need, the deaf cannot
simply maoke a phone call for a doctor’s
appointment or drive up to the bank to
speak to the manager. A deaf child can-
not hear the instructions of an jce skat-
ing teacher. A deaf woman in labor
can’t hear the words “push” or ®it's n

the two worlds. A
team of such interproters is ilabl

Lod by director Linda Bootb, the
interpreters are prepared to foin the
deaf consumer in almost any situation,

“Ouy interpreters are a caring group
of people. We have clients walk in, and
wo have emergencies. We do a lot of
medical situations ‘with cataract

for Farmington and Farmington Hills
residents and neighboring citien
through Deaf & Hearing Impaired Scr-
vices Inc., located in the William
Costick Activitice Center.
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inda Booth of Deaf & Hearing Impaired Serui

w5 Inc. of Faranington Hills signed for two

speeches given by Prestdent Bill Clinton in Michigan carly in his presidency.

Thin mint, Samoa, Tagalon

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASS!
SPECIAL WIITIR

Third groders Ashley Cohagen and
Catherine Soltis should consider teach-
ing seminars on how to devalop smooth
sales techniques.

In her fourth year in Girl Scouts,

h a High dow C:

Campus student, knows exactly what
to say when it comes to her cookie
pitch. She’s as amooth as the frosting
on the perennial thin mints and do-
dos that have been tempting coukic
Jovers for decades,

When asked what her favorite was,
the Farmington Hills resident didn't
hesitate.

“Al! the cookies are delicious, but my
favorite are the Samoas,” she said
aweotly.

There's no shyness from this holf-
pint pastry peddler.

Buccessful aales pitch

Her favorite part of selling, Cohagen
eaid, is “asking people if they want to
buy the cookies.”

“Usually, I get a 'yes,” she added.

Hor tried and proven technique sold
138 boxes of tho famous winter annunl,
nat found on grocery stors shelves ~
maybe in grocery store lobbies, but not
on their shelves,

Although the talent is obvious, Cohn-
gon said, she didn't plan on mnking a
carcer in sales. But sho docsn’t know
exactly what sho wants to do for a liv-
ing, yet.

Catherine Soltis, also a third grader
nt Highmeadow Common Campus,
added a littio twist to the door-to-door
sales method used by a lot of othor

Cookle monsters: Girl Scont Troop 2123 from Highmeadow School in Farmington Hills is suc

surgery or iop ‘We nseded an
interpreter for a deaf child who wanted
to take ice skating lessons. We do
childbirth, we do weddinga, we do
fi 1 there's i
tion.”

This past fall, Deaf and Hearing
Impaired Services was contacted to
nesist n deaf Russian woman who
needed spinal aurgery at nearby Benau-
mont Hospital. As with any patient
undergoing surgery, the pros, cons and
risks of surgery needed to be translat-
ed and underatoed by the patient in
order to provide informed consent.

Thia denf patient, however, knew
only Russian sign language. A three-
way translation took place - the doctor
spoke in English to a deaf interpreter,
who signed the terms to the patient'n
daughter in American Sign Lanjunge.
The daughter, who knew same ASL,
then teanslated and signed the infor-
mation to her mother in Russian Sign
Language.

This individual service of interpret-
ing is the most crucial area of aid given
through her agency, necording tu
Booth, nlong with socinl work and the
resultant “red tape™ of case work mani-
toring.

YP

Assistance for mixed families
In addition, intergenerational pro-
grama have been developed and fine
tuned by the agency, in order to pro-
vide support for the “mixed” familics
with hearing and non-hearing mem-

“With deaf children being born more
to hearing families, they don't have a
deaf role model. So we've wanted draf
children ‘to meet denf ndults - many of
them have not met a deaf adult,” Booth
said. “And by the cad of the group
mecting, you can’t pull the children
away. One of the little boys signed 10
me, ‘Oh, 1 never met o deaf adult. [
thought when I grew up, I would
become hearing or 1 would die” We
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ful when it comes to selling cookies. The girls also can't resist cating the popular little sweet treats.

Scouts.

This elementary school student
believes in making sure she gets the
word out that she's selling cookies.
Her marknt saturation technique
included delivering flicrs to everyane in

her subdivision - Springland in Farm-
ington Hills,

And if that wasn't enough, she was
bound and determined that everyone
who called her number was duly
informed about how to buy her cookies.

A measage on the family's answering
mnchine, made by Catherine, convine-
ingly wolicita callers.

Of courae ahe did the in-person sales,
too. And, sho said, her trick is simple,
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Here’s how the Girl Scout cookie crumbles

In the Michigan Metro Girl Scout
Council, Girl Scout cookies sell for $3
per box. Here's how that breaks down
and serves over 43,000 girls in moat of
Wayno and Oakland counties.

A minimum of 16 percent, or 46
cents, goes to troop treasurica. Depend.
ing on the number of boxes sold by the
troup, the per-box profit may be as high
a8 $1.36 por box.

M 26.8 percent covers the direct cost
of the ecokisa.

rS

M 59.3 pereent funds acrvices that
the council provides to girls and adalt
volunteers. Thege include:

Scholarshipa ~ In 1999, the council
provided $33.000 in college achelar-
rhips to girls who earned the Gold
Award, tha highest award for girls in
ecouling.

Programs ~ Unigue programs for
girls puch aa tutorial, diversity pro-
grams and drug abuse prevention pro-
grams are highly regarded by educa-

v

tors and community leaders.

Funding - A Shared Concern is the
award-winning teen pregnancy preven-
tion program aupported by the council.
Muore than 42,000 girls have completed
this program in the metro Detroit aren
funded by the cookie program,

Qutreach services ~ The council
aerves nearly 19,000 girle each year
who live in arens of extreme poverty.

Membership expansion — The council
provides scholarships for girla whe

0

come from families unable ta sfford
membership fees and ather costs nssu
ciated with Girl Scouting.

Training for volunteers - Adults nnl
girls can bonefit from leadership devel-
opment, camp skills and diversity
training.

Camp development and maintcannee
~ The council operates four eampa nnd
un Equestrian Center for use by the
girls and volunteers.




