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realized then the edtical natvere
of the intergencrational pro-
mam.”

Ancther cssentinl clement of
the groap rervicen provided aro
the speakers who come in and
edueate dent or hard of hearing
seniors on topics such as Medic-
aid, Medicare, police protection
or legal issucs,

*Written materials are quite
ineffective for the deaf because
their language is a visuai lan-
guage, not a written language,”

uvaid Booth. “Thoy nre translating
into American Sign Languago
when they read, in their minds;
iz other words, they would hold
the nowapaper and their right
hand would bo signing while
they'ro reading. Somo of it can
get mixed up in the translation,
like with any other language. So
it's not that they’re illitorate, it's
like thoy're a forcigner reading
another language.”

This cuncepiion of the deaf as
a separate culture iu a fact of
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FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
INVITATION TO BID

Farmington Public Bchools witl accept sealed bids for Track Resurfacing at
Harsison High School until 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 22, 2000 at the
trotion Centes, 325600 Shiawassce, Formington,
Michigan ¢8338-2363, addressed to Paul Hein at which time thoy will be
publicly opened and read for prescatation (u uw Board of Education at U\uur
next regularly acheduled moeting. No
factimile proposals will be considered. The Bonxd will not consider or ncccpr.
a bid received aftor tho time and dats apecified.

Tho Board of Education reservea the right to accept any iter in the bid; to
accept or reject any or all bids; to waive any informalities therein; or for
reasoas of catablishing uniforruity, to award the contract to other than the

A bid bond for 6% of the bid amount issucd by a carrier licenaed by tho
State of Michigan and with an excellent or auperior rating from AM Best
Camnpany must accompany your bid proposal. No certified checks accopted,

Did documents ero availnble by calling the Bruco Lomona, RLA of Forsite
Deaign, luc. nt (248) 547-7757. Bid documenta may be viowed at FW Dodgo
Michigan Cantractor & Builder and Construction Association of Michignn

doaf life that Booth feels is high-
ly important and often misun-
derstood

Q ial 1

in written form but in mxn form.

very Ught as thy dbaf are kines-

They meet all tho reg
of any culture.”

‘Tho interpretors for Deaf and
Hearing Impaired Scrvices are
highly cognizant of deaf culture
and become cven more offective
an thny &ro immoersad in the

lization procoas of the de

culture

Wo think of someone deaf as
something that is broke and we
have to fix it. And deaf pecpl:
think of deaf aa it'a a special lan-
guage nnd culture, a minority
group; and let them be what
they are,” atates Booth, pointing
out that “to have & separate cul-
ture, you have to have a sepa-
rate language, which they do.
They intermarry. They have
their own folklore and story
telling that's handed down, not

For example, there are s,

dn's and don'ts of the desf cu!-
ture that have developed aw din-
tinet social mores. It's considered
rude to break eye contact while
talking with the deaf or to look
away sbruptly, as the deaf per-
8on will interpret that gesturo as
& esignal that & sound has
oceurred, reaulting in lose of
attention to the conversation.
Getting a deaf person’s i

to touch: For
the deaf, the four remaining
sensed ara mora acute to com-
pensate for the loas of the hear-
ing sense.

Booth describes a facet of deaf
culture which may bo difficult
for the mainstream public to
grasp - the deaf.want their
babies o ko born deafl

“Like any parents, they want
that baby to be part of their cul-
ture, If somebedy has a baby,
ona of the first things we ask ia
‘in it a boy or a girl?' In the deal
community, after the baby is
born, they ask, ‘is it deaf or hear-
ing?, and if hearing, they eay,
‘oh, toa bad.”

d of a

by tapping their ahouldor is
appropriate, but tho tap must be

LINDA K. ENBERG, Secretary
ard of Education

oy

NewSilhouetes...
Rururious Fabrics ., Silk Shantung and

Don't Miss the Only Metropolitan Detroit Area Showing!

JULIANA

SPRING 2000 TRUNK SHOW!

‘This Spring Collection is Hot! New, Fresh and Forward!
Colors... PALES: Yellow, Gray, Pink, Sky, Aqua, Celery, & Sitw:rl

BRIGHTS: Sun, Orange, Teeracotta, Spice, and Mariae!

NEUTRALS: White, Ivory, Sage, Putty, Flax, Pewrer,

Gunmetal, Navy and Black!

New Jacket Shapes, Crop Pants, and Knit Travel Pieces!

Wool Gauze, Cottan Jerscy/Lycra Knits!
SIZES.0:14. & XS = XI.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1 nwovet MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14

AT THE HOMEOF
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dunfhnby being bern to deaf par-
ents is low becauso in the major-
ity of deaf marriagea one spouse
is usually born hearing and
becomes deaf through illnecs,
thus providing a genetic hearing
link to future family members.

This is the case with Booth'a
maternal grandparents: her
grandfather was born deaf and
cams from several generations of
deaf members, while her grand-
mother was born hearing and
became deaf at age 3 from spinal
moningitis. All of their children
and grandchiidren are hearing.

Booth saya that despite being
born hearing, she considers her-
elf “second generation deaf” and
that ehe and her mother are
“attitudinally deaf” by way of
long-term and doep-rooted asso-
ciation with deaf culture,

*I am not doaf, but tho atti-
tudes 1 have with the deaf cul-
ture are there, We have peoplo
who bocame deaf later in life,
when they're 50 or 60 years old,
and they are attitudibally hear-
ing. They identify with the hear-
ing culture. My mothor was
rajscd by deaf parents whero
there were no spoken worda. So
her primary language is Ameri-
can Sign and she translates
when she hears English.”
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It was Booth's mothor, May
Booth, who atarted Deaf and
Heuring Impaired Services Inc. .
over 40 years ago in the base-
ment of her Redford home, The
agency originelly developed out -
of the need to aesint her deaf
parents and their friends when-
over they nosded an interprater
or other support. .

Began work as e teen
Then known as tho Michigan |
Association of Eldorly Deal and
Hearing Impaired, Booth herself ;
began working with ber mother's
agency ns A young teen, making
phone calls and intorpreting.
She went on to study deaf educa-
tion at Wayne State University -
and did graduate work at
Madonna University and Michi-
gon State for a master’s equiva-
lent, taking over the agency
upon her mothor's retiroment.
By that time, it had grown to
include several satellites which
cover seven Michigan counties.

In 1997, Deaf and Hearing
Impaired Scrvices wase selected
a8 “Service Provider of the Yoar”
from the Arca Agency on Aging,
an honor Booth feels strongly
about as a reflection that deaf -
needs are now better met than
they were in the past, and that
tho needs of the deaf are not only
being recognized, but accepted.

The adaptation of American
Sign Lnngunge in part of thnt )

af years old which camo over on °
the Mayfower and actually
begou in Europs, Deapite tha
deep roots of ASL, up until 20
yeara ago it was considered
imperative that the deaf child
learn oral mechods of communi-
cation - to lip-read and to spenk
— mothods of communication
that are as close to the hearing
public a8 posaible, but which are
not as offective ns American Sign
Language, according to Booth. .

Now, ASL ia so widely accept-
ed that the U.S. president usca
an interpreter for to translate
each major speech ho gives.

And it was in the winter of
1893 that then newly-elected
President Clinton necded an
interpreter to stand beside him
during a speech at Michigan’s
Selfridge Air Base, and again a
fow years later at Ford Motor °
Co's celebration of the millionth
Mustang.

On both oceadions, Deaf and

H Impaired Services was
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contacted to interpret, and it
was Booth who stood next to the
president, signing his words, The
experience was a heady one and
she remombera many details -
the security checks, waiting in
the VIP reom, the personable
nature of President Clinton. Yet
Booth wasn’t nervous, despite
being responsible for the detail
and nuance of n presidential
message being aired on CNN.

“I was doing my job,” she
states. *I just knew that I had
people who needed to know what
ha was aayil

Denf & Huanng Impaired Ser-
vicea Inc. of Farmington Hills is
committed to providing the high-
cet quality comprehennive ser-
vices for deaf and hard of hear-
ing older adults in southeast
Michigan, while promating their
independence and dignity
through cooporative efforts with
other community based services.

For information about assistive
devices for the deaf, support
groups for hearing impaired or
gencral information regarding
deaf culture, call Deaf & Hearing
Impaired Services Inc. at 473-
1876 (TTY), or (248) 473-1888 -
or stop in the office at the Costick
Center 9:30 to 4:30 Monday
through Fri

Chili cookoff
time again

The Miss Farmington/ Oak-
land County acholarship
pageant along with Children
Youth & Family Services will
host the 6th annual Chili Cook
Off Sunday, March 5, at Pages
Food & Spirita,

Procosds of the afterncon
ovent will boneflt the Governor
Warner mansion and hiatorical
muxeum.

A panel of celobrity judges will
taste and judge the entries.
Entertainment and a raffle aro
planned. Miss Michigan Audrie
Chemauckas, also a former Miss
Farmington, and founder of the
chill cook oft, will be a gueat.
Misa Farmingtcn Leslie Rein-
bold will also be on hand.

Tickots are $56 and will be
available at the door. The ticket
entltios you to vota for the Peo-
ples Choice award, a fieo raffle
ticket and complimentary soft
drink. Children under 5 are
admittod free.

Applications are available at
the Farmington Chamber of
Commerce or at Pages and the
Pasta Stop.
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