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Steppingstone kids create Terrera, city of future

BY KATHIE O'DONOKUE
HPECIAL WINTER

Imagino it's the 111th century
and you're looking for a decent
place to live and work. Perhaps
wou might cnnaider “Tarrara” a
city built within an extinet vol-
canic crator,whoao environment
provides not only extremely fer-
tile soil but nlso a plentiful new
minoral dubbed “Terranium™
used in computer menufacturing.
Terrern has suporior education
and health systems and low
taxes.

Such is the city five studenta
from Fhrmington Hills' Stepping-
stone School envisioned then con-
structed in miniature ucale to
competo in the Future City Com-
petition 2000, sponsored by ESD
and hosted by Ford Motor Com-
pany at the Spirit of Ford in
Doarborn,

The lovel of creativity was
astonishing, and judges conaist-
ing of professionals in engineer-
ing and relatod fields from a
variety of companies had the dif-
ficult task of choosing first-, sec-
ond- and third-place winners.

Students were required to
design a city based on the “Sme-
ity 2000” software prod

Teams from two dozan schools
competed in the cvont held on

an. 18. Each team consisted of
soventh and oighth grade stu-
dents, a npamorlng toacher and
en engineering mentor.

Steppingatone team mombars
included Chris Boguslaweki,
Amunda and Ashicy Hochstein,
Trevor Swan, -and Joromy
Wojchihosky. Teacher Keiko
Morse backed the group, and
DamilerChrysler engincer Mitch
Boguslawski mentored the team.

‘Though the tezm didn't win,
Keiko Morse describes tho event
as moementous.

“The purpose was for the atu-
dents to learn how engincers
work — to create something on
the computer and then actually
build it. They all gained presen-
tation gkilla and learned how to
work in a time limit. It was a
positive experience for them;
thoy had @ lot of fun doing it and
were excited when people kept
coming back asking thom ques-
tions about their city.”

Back to Terrera.

Dubbed by the students as the
most high-tech city of its time,
they dasigned it around Graphix
Cor compa-

Y
Maxis, then construct a portion
of their city on a board,

ny which is l.he primary driving

force of Terrera because it pro-
.

vides employment for citizens
and in responsiblo for the discov-
ory of Terranium, o silicon-like
substance that not only furnishes
computer chips but also fuelas
Terrera's power planta,

Tourista are attracted to the
city becauso forested areas —
legally enforced ~ display natural
boauty.

Each toum in the Future City
competition needed to include a
moving part. Chria Boguslawski
explaina one of Terrera’s unique
characteristics, “We havo a
‘smart bus’ system. The driver-
less bus goes instantancously
where people wait, and we arc
working to havo the bus respond
telepathically.”

Speaking like a true CEO,
Boguslawski describes the phi-
logophy behind Terrera’s vaca-
tion centers. “They were struc-
tured as old-fashioned, not very
comfortahle and crowded nccom-
modations, so peaple waouldn't
enjoy their vacations much and
would want to go back to work.”

Steppingatone student Aman-
da Hochstein said “It was a lot of
fun creating the model and was
good project to work on as a
team. It was hard at first and it
took a while, but we all came
together.”

The Team: From left, Ashley Hochstein, Trevor Swan, teacher Keiko Morse, Amanda
Hochstein, Jeremy Wojchihosky, mentor/engineer Mitch Boguslawski and Chris

Boguslawski. Below, a closeup view of Terrera.

Children’s etiquette seminar planned

Local etiquotte expert and
columnist Margit Erickson will
again present her popular chil-
dren's ctiquette seminar, “Grow-
ing Up Gracefully,” at the Coun-
try Epicure restaurant in Novi
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Satur-
day, March 4.

Topics to be included are letter
writing and thank you notes, the
proper way to anawer tho tele-
phona, how to introduce your
parcnta and friends to others,

devoloping good grooming
habits, proper behavior at the
beach, parties or theatre, what
to do and not tc do when travel-
ing, the fun of 'sleeping over,’
and other topics of proper social
gracea.

Thia newly revised seminar
will include topics such as family
values, behavior at achool and on
school buses, participating in
aporta eventa and being with
peaple different than ourselves.

The seminar includea a three-
course luncheon where childron
can learn by handsa on experi-
ente the proper use of milver-
ware, knowing what to do with
the napkin, learning how to cut
foods, table conversation and
handling stomware. It also
includes a workbook, handouts,
pertinent literature and other
itema,

It is open to boys and girls
ages 8 to 12 years old and is lim-

ited to 12 children. The fee is
$125. For enrollment or more
information, write Margit Erick-
eon at P.O. Box 841, Northville,
M1 48167 or call 471-6170.

- An etiquette consultant for 12
years, Erickson received training
and certification in Boston and
Washington D.C. Her column
appears in the Northville
Record, Novi Nows and Farm-
ington Observer. She hosts “The
Elegnm Life” on cable TV 12.
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