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Stephen Sondheim's “Tomorrow”
from “Annic.” Midway through
the first half of the program,
Chalfant will follow an evening
prayer by Charles Gonoud with
Charles Ives' dissonant “Sun-
riso.” The audience will recvive
tranalations for the songs sung
in Italian, German and Fronch.,

“Iydn may sound strange aftor
hearing Gounod, a 19th century
Prench romantic,” said Cholfant.
“Ives iv an American 20th centu-
ry rough and tough, angular
Aound.”

The title of the program,
“Songe of Night and Day," comes
from the theme of tho repertoire
and from Chalfunt’s approach to
recital singing.

“l want to invite someone
familiar with classicn] and art
songs to hear musical theater
and to those who like musical
theater, to revend to them poems
about night and day in nrt sungs.
To my mind, the musical theater
I'm singing is much more suited

In the future, let’s

Are you one of
the many who
received the gift
of a millennium
time capsule
over the holi-
doyn? If 8o, it's
tikely storing a
fruitcnke  or
some other item
that you haven't
figured out what
to do with yet.

The intent, of
courde, i to
gother items that roflect your
family experience at the turn of
the century. The hitch is that if
the item is practical, you're atill
using it and probably dan't wish
to tuck it away now. If trendy,
you don't consider it significant
enough to be preserved. I'm not
sure 1 want to saddle my ances-
tors with the responaibility of
trying to figure out Pokemon
when I don't understand the
craze myself.

As we face the challenge of
assembling our personal or fami-
ly history, we realize the innate
flows of any chronicle of people,
culture, and events, George
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to o classical winger. Porter and
Rodgers and Hammerstoin were
written for pinno and voice and
have the same kind of impulse
ag an art eong — n poem and n
lyrieal melody.”

Ties to metro Detroit

This is Chalfunt’s wocond
rocitnl at the church, He firnt
appeared there in June after his
aunt, Martha Chalfunt, suggest.
ed ho perform in the church's
musie serivs. Erik viaited metro
Detroit often as a bay.

“My nunt was instrumental in
my early development,” snid
Chalfant. “We always went to
Cranbrook and to see produc-
tions in Detroit. We visited the
museums. [ loved it.”

Linette Popoff-Park will
accompany Chalfant on piano for
n gecond time at the church. Vio-
linist Veklda Kelly ia also joining
them for the recital.

“One of Erik’s many talents is
to design a varied program from

Washington and Abraham Lin-
coln will be remombered this
month, but we arca't getting the
full story unlesa wo gain a per-
#pective of the people and issues
of their times. Imngine the
abstactes in developing an aceu-
rate history of African Ameri-
cans,

Ajpninst tho backdrap of cen-
turies of oppression and paverty,
we wonder how many atories of
achievement and courage have
not been told.

The whole story

Walter Allen Bailey has devot-
et much of hia life to research of
the black experience, from the
pre-Revolutionury War period to
the present. Although the depth
of his studics could fill many
textbooks, it is the power of Bai-
ley's art that effectively tells the
whole stary.

On the next edition of Detroit
Public TV'sa BACKSTAGE PASS
series, to be aired 7:30 pan. Sun-
day, Feb. 6, producer Alex Kim-
brough takes viewers to the
African Heritage Cultural Cen-
ter and Museum, where Builey's
permanent exhibit of thirty

DINING EVENTS

Send dinner specials, meni
changes, restaurant renovations,
and other items for consideration
in the Entertainment section to:
Keely Wygonik, Assistant Manag-
ing Editor Features Group,
Obscrver Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150,
T fax, (734) 591-7279 or e-mail
kwygonik@oc.homecomm.net,

@ Chincsoe New Year Coles
bration — Monday-Wednesday,
Feb. 7.9 at New Peking Chinese
Restaurant, in Garden City.

New Peking will have a danc-
ing dragon the first night of cele-
bration. Entertainment also fea-
tures fan dancing.

The 12-course new year dinner
features senfood, meat and veg-
ctables,

New Peking is at 29105 Ford
Road, Garden City. Call (734)
425-2230 for reservations and
information about the Chinese
Now Year feast.

B A Tasto of France Fonst —
7 p.m. Thursday-Friday, Feb. 10-
11 at Morels, A Michigan Bistro,
30100 Telegraph, just north of 12
Mile Read, Bingham Farma, The
cost is $46 per person, plua tax
and gratuity.

Call (248) 642:1094, Ext. 3 for
reservations.

URC Corporate Chef Jim Bar.
nett celebratea Valentine's Day
with a menu of authentic French
favorites and an array of Fronch
wines hand-aelected by URC
Master Sommelicr Madelino
Triffon.

M Valentine's Day Dinner
Dance — Saturday, Fobh. 12,
Waterman Center at Schoolcraft
College in Livonia, The evening
begins 7 p.m. with dinner —
tomato bisque, salad, rock Cor-
nish game hen, twice baked
sweet potato and asparagus, and
Bavarian apple cheesecake for
dessert. Then dance the night
away to the music of Johnny
Trudell. Tickets are $37.50 per
person, call (734) 462-4417 for
reservations,

H Old Country Buffot — in
offering a free unch or dinner to
couples who have been 5O years
or more on Monday, Feb. 14,
Bring your marriage license to
redeem your free meal. You can
also pose with your loved one for
a free photo, which can be picked
up later.

Visit Old Country Buffet in
Canton Township at 5864 N.
Sheldon Rond, (734} 207-8737 or
in Westland at 6539 N. Wayne
Rond, (734) 595-8201,

& Mardl Gras Brewers Din-
ner — 1 p.n. Sunday, Feb. 27 at
Bonfire Bistro & Brewery, 39550
Seven Mile Road, Northville, The
cost is $50 per person, all tubles
reserved, call (734) 736-4570.

Chef David Platzer and brower
Ron Jeffriea aro teaming up to
present a five course meal and a
pre-selected beer per course. The
entree is Rotisscrie Cornish
Game Hen served with andouille
snusage and crawfish corn bread
stuffing over red and yellow pep-
per coulis.
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arts wonps to Broadwny,” seid
Popaff-Parka, chairman of the
music department at Madonnn
University in Livonia.

The son of a Protestant
prencher, Chalfunt had plenty of
apportunity to sing in church
and <h e learned
to sing end play piano at a young
age. His mother wae a piznist
who began instructing her son at
age five.

“My father was in front of peo-
ple all the time,” he said. “I
Icarned from him to communi-
cate to an audience.”

Childhood

A native of Chicage, Chalfant
grew up in Cincinnati, Ohio. He
was a pianc major in collego
until attending Tanglewood
Institute whore he mot noted
American soprano Phyllis
Curtin. Chalfant moved to New
York four years after completing
graduate studies with Curtin at
Boston University. It was

Curtin's prompting that led him
to New York from Boston, where
he'd been teaching voice and had
a faculty nppointment at Eaat-
ern Nazarene College in Quincy,
Mass.

“She'told me if he wanted to
porform, I'd havo to movo to Now
York to find opportunitiea for
recitals,” said Chalfant. “She also
told me that while she ‘enjoyed
her career making a living off
dead composers, wo have a
responsibility to give the com-
posora of this day their voice.™

Chalfant’s followed both pieces
of advice. He has premiered

instead of nll the flamboyant cos-
tumes and props there's one per-
son standing there in the curve
of the piano.”

“An audience membor muy be
more familiar with a Becthoven
Sonata and not as familiar with
a Brahms song or Gabricl Fnure.
You have to have the ability to b
involved with the pactic cnsence
and have an honesty with the
material at hand and be familiar
with the muaic and literature.
That's what brought me to
rocital singing. Well-performed
muaic is something not being
done by rote. You have to put

songs of Boston Brian
Cobb at the Berklee School of
Music, and Sera Doncaster’s six
“Biblical Sonnets” with orchestra
on the New Music ot Brandeis
University Cancert Serics.

Recital singing

Chalfant prides himseif on
being a recital singer, equating it
to the “big art form of opern but

remember artists

murals depict the experiences of
Africon Americans through the
centuries,

His waorl, entitled *The Whole
Story: A Teaching, Learning Con-
cept of African American Histo-
ry." consists of the collection of
his art and isn sccompanied by
text. It is emerging as an imagi-
native and engrossing education-

Mot

al tool, with over one hundeed
schools throughout the Detroit
area and the nation using it an o
curriculum supplement.

The challenge of gaining his-
torical perapective is to reach
beyond the bivgraphical. George
Washington and Abraham Lin-
coln reflect just a snapshot of cur
young nation. A gencration ngo,

o

Some people put yrars into making their first mitbon, you can make yours in
st 3 few seconds. Introducing MotorCy Milbonares: the brggest, most
exciting slot promotion to v up the MotorQity. With just one “lucky coin®
in any of our 2,600 slots, you coukl be the pewest MotorGity Mikonaire.
That *Rucky coin™ coukd be 3 token in your stol cup, the ten dolar bll ) your
pocket, or one of the remaining credits on your machine. So, na matter how
you ke to plty your favorite slots. maybe, just maybe, the next coin you play
will start your $1,000,000° celebration!

orCity Midlionasires.
One Coin ... One Million Dollsrs, Play Today!

B ) ‘
We've got millions for you to win.
And with a little luck, you could be

one of the new MotorCity Millionaires.

and into what
you're singing. You have to make
music come alive to people.”
Honesty is the reason Chalfant
traveled to the Poris Conservato-
ry for private diction voaching
and to refine those as of his
singing that would be detected
by a Parisian ear.
“It all goes back to my theme
of honesty. I have to be as profi-

cient as posnible with the tani
guage and that includes not only

French but Italian and German, |
I huve a fascination with French

culture but it goea back to main-

taining an honesty in my.
ainging,” said Chalfant, who algo .
has o degree in French litera~ -
ture. “When 1 sing a recital 1

have to bo polished. When we go

to another country, we don't,

expuet to ark for the bathroom in,’
English. You have to make an
effort. It involves active listen-
ing. Thot's part of the joy. It's like

going to France and Germany

with theese three or four poems.

The more they travel, the richer

the experience. By exploring

something different, you Jearn

humanity is all the same. Listen-:
ing to a love song in German ns

English. It's all about n boy and,
gir) finding cach other and

falling in love.”

who tell our story

much of our studies during Black
History Month involved the
noteworthy achievements of men
wuch as George Washington
Carver and Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.

The research, talent and pas-
nion of Walter Allen Bailey is
now making the whole story
available, not just for students,

but for us all,

A Detroit arca turn-of-the-cen-
tury time capsule might include’
corpornte hendquarters, a new .,
stadium of two, and even o casis
no.

Let's make sure it also makes’
space for the work of Walter Bai-,
ley and other artists who vividly
tell our story.
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1F you hes more than you can stford o kae,
you'e ot 4 perblem. Call 1-800.2°0.7117
for confidential help.

OVER 300 EXHIBITORS... PLUS: !

& Beverly Delulto. host of PBS “HandyMa'am™ and The
Discoveey Channel's “Easy Does It.* shares hee howto
expestise by offering tps from repains to tmprovements
and redecorating that make life rasier around the house
W WiR's The Appllance Dixtor* Joc Gagnon and “The

PO Garden Show™ Dean Krauskopf
8 WXTT's “Ask the Handyman™ Glenn Haege, “Money Tatk™ Rick Bloom and
©* *PC Talk™ Mike Wendland on Saturday and Sunday
home repatt and
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