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i foot deep. -
Michael plays on the Farm--
ington Fee Wee AA, while
Zach plays ors the Farming-
ton House Ledgue. “They
are pretty n.
day on the ice,”
said. The rink iz also deco-
rated with lights and paint-
ed sports logos.
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Festival gets

a new

name

and new dates

The Farmington Founders
Festivnl has a new name for the

- 2000 edition of the annual event.

At their regular mecting on
Jan, 23, the Board of Directors of
the 36th annual Farmington
Area Founders Festival, Inc.
approved some mujor changes
for the 2000 edition of this fami-
1y extravaganza.

The focus of their discussions,
#aid Chamber of Commerce
President Carleigh Flaharty, has
been to make small enhance-

B ‘To those outslde the
community, understand-
Ing what the Founders
Festival represents
Causes $0me ques-
tions. We really wanted
a name that reflects
what the event Is all
about.’

Carlet;gh Flaharty

1Q)

mber president

ments d to imp: the
communities' premiere annual
event.

“These are not necessarily
large changes, but things I think
will improve the festival and
make it more competitive,” she
said,

The festival has been renamed
the Farmington Area Family
Fest fenturing the Founders Day
Parade, and will take place on
June 22, 23 and 24,

The purpose of the title name
change, and the repositioning of
the festival’s event dates is an
attempt to energize the festival
and to return it to its former
popularity.

“To those outside the commu-
nity, understanding what the
Founders Featival represonts
causes some questions,” Flahar-
ty explained. “We really wanted
a name that reflects what the
event is all about.”

The late summer months of
July and August in southeastern
Michigan have been inundated
with numerous festivals and
craft shows over the past decade,
and this hna adversely affected
the number of artisans that are
available to participate in'the
annual Farmington area event,
Flaharty said.

The board of directors’ decision
to move the festival to an earlier
time period is in response to this
situation, and the initial
response has been very positive.

Vendors will also be asked to
bring their own smalier tents,
which will give organizers more
options with the way the street
fair is arranged on Grand River,
Flaharty said.

The board ia also discussing
use of a shuttle bus to help alle-
viate parking and traffic conges-
tion, which have kept some folks
away.

The removal of the very large
and obtrusive tent used formerly
should create a more relaxed and
enjoyable experience for the visi-
tors to the festival, The tent alsa
hold heat, and the use of‘the

expanded this year to include a
Thursdany schedule (in 1999
Farmington Hills hosted a circus
on the night of the festival) fea-
turing artists from the Farming-
ton/Farmington’ Hills communi-
ty, and on Friday and Saturday
we will present a stellar line up
of top loeal talent.

In addition to the Downtown
Shopping Center site there will
be an additional area for fine
arts at the Momorial Park
(Farmington and Grand River
roads), and, possibly, some clas-
sical or eclectic entertainment at
that location.

The annual Farmington Area
Founders Day Parade will be at
10 a.m. Saturday, June 24 on
Grand River Avenue.

Flaharty said the festival will
offer something for every mem-
ber of the family, from children
to grandparents. The changes
being made have been the result
of feedbnck over the years, she
explained.

“We've heard from people
who've come year after year and
used their suggestions to twesk
the event,” Flaharty commented.
“This year's festival will have
something to offer the whole
family.”

Applications for crafters,
artista, and parade participants
will be available beginning Feb.
7 at the Farmington Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, Farmington
and Farmington Hills city halls,
or by sending a self addressed
atamped envelope to F.AF.F. co
Watts Up, Inc. 44833 N. Territo-
risl Road, Plymouth, Mich.
48170. Please indicate which
application you are requesting.

Organizations wishing to par-
ticipate on an official component
of the Farmington Aren Family
Fest must also apply and pa{ the
appropriate fees. Organizations
with activities or eventa that
wish to affiliate themselves with
the festival should submit their
request in writing a8 soon as

smaller shel in 1
make browsing & more comfort-
able experience, Flaharty added.
The main festival area will
remain in the Downtown Shop-
ping Center parking lot, and will
include over 100 crafters, food
vendors, displuys, childron’s
activities, and free entertain-
ment.
The entertainment will be

ponsible to F.A.F.F. c/o Watta
Up, Inc. 44833 N. Territorial
Road, Plymouth, MI 48170,

The Farmingten Arca
Founders Festival, Inc. is a non-
profit foundation organized to
perpetuate the mnual Farming-
ton Arca Family Fest, and the
annual Founders Day Parade.
All inquires may be directed to
Michael Watts, (734) 459-6969.

Hurry in. Bargains like this don'’t last forever!

*Savings off original prices of selected merchandise, as identified by signs. No adjustments made on prior purchases.
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Semi-Annual Clearance
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off*
selected merchandise throughout the store.

Starts Thursday, February 3.

Jacobsons

Birmingham o (248) 644-6000 Livonia « (734) 5917696  Rochestor » (248) 651-6000
ING HOURS ¢« MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

www.Jacobsons.com




