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‘Angela’s Ashes’ evokes spirit of McCourt

BY MARY MCDONOUGH
STAFY WRITER

mmedonough@oe.hmnecomm, net

Within the pages of Frank
McCourt's immensely popular
memoir, “Angola's Ashes,”
cmanates the musty dampness,
smell of stale whiskey and scent
of lukewarm tea, which never
quite chases away the ever-pre-
sent chill of the poverty of mid
20th—century Ireland.

In tone, the film version of
McCourt’s Pulitzor Prize-win-
ning coming-of-ago story brings
the beok to life. The film was
released in local thenters on Fri-
duy.

The lanes of Limerick and

McCourt's father Malachy, a
Protestant from the north with
“the odd manner,” are evoxed
with great detsil ftom the best-
solling book. The film, however,
offers a somewhat sanitized
dopiction of the day-to-day tor-
ment of the life in the lane.

“Angela's Ashes” is hardly a
film about the triumph of the
human spirit. As the opening
narration points out, the tri-
umph of the story is that young
McCourt survived his childhood
at all.

Immodiately, we are intro-
duced to the hunger and sorrow
that is a way of life for the
McCourt family wil:h the death

aby M. "

child, shortly thercafter, sends
Malachy to the pub for consola-
tion, where Frank finds him
using his brother's cofiin as a
table to rest his pint upon.

As Frank strugglea to survive
illness, the depths of poverty and
the tyranny of the Catholic
Church, embodied by his ever-
holy grandmother, we arc left to
hope, “Will it ever get better for
this family?™

It doesn’t,

There is no Hollywood happy
ending, no lesson learned, no joy
in Frank's eventual encape from
the chains of poverty, But true to
the memoir, the film is dark and
| ing with bita of comic relief
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The death of the second McCourt
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Ive: Emily Watson (Angela) and Robert Carlyle (Mal

acly) por

’s best-seller.
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tray Frank

McCourt’s mother and father in the film based on the author’s memoir “Angela’s

Ashes,” which opens Friday.

church's rules and rituals.

Missing from the film is the
literary description of the slices
of life that seduce readers into
thinking in the same lyrical
tones ns the Catholic wives
“tsk,tek-ing” by the fire. Also
absent in the film is the genuine
and hilarious bewilderment of
the rules of the church, as inter-
preted by a child.

“Jesus is in my backyard,”
cries Frank's grandmother, after
Frank vomits up his First Com-
munion brenkinst. She promptly
takes him to confession twice —
once to confess vomiting up the
body of Christ and a second time
to ask whether it should be
washed away with regular or
holy water,

As he grows up, ambivalent
young Frank comes to idolize his

father, despite the fact that “the
drink” leaves him unable to keep
a job and unable to feed his fami-
ly. Frank seems determined to
keep his faith, unlike his mar-
tyred mother, Angela.

In one scene, she complains to
her husband about the lack of
opportunities for the Irish work-
ing ¢lass, snying that God hasn't
been scen lately in the lanes of
Limerick. When Malachy
reminds her that she could go to
hell for saying something like
that, she replies, “what if we are
already there?”™

“Angeia’'s Ashes” is worth
watching for those who enjoyed
the book and anyone of the Irish,
particularly the Irish Catholic
persuasion. They will identify
with the family bonding ritual of
telling embellished stories ‘round

the fireplace and the wait for’
imminent doom after impure
thought or deed. Many will iden-
tify with the culture of alco-
holism, the preud but guilty
hard-drinking man, and the ner-
vous, scornful woman it makes of
many Irish husbands and wives,

Non-Irish folk may leave the
film thankful for the comfort of
their lives.

“Topey-Turvy”is @ film by a
film by Mike Loigh. it was
incorrectly roportad {n the
Jan. 27 edition of Entertain-
ment that it was s film by

COMING ATTRACTIONS

to opan Friday, Feb. 4

QUM LY

Bisck comedy starring Liem Neeson,
Sandro Bullock, Oliver Platt, and Andy
Lauer follews Neoson who plays a DEA
agent trying to solve one last case
before retirement.

THE Bi0 TEASE

Kevin Atlsn directa a comedy fiim about
the worid of celobrity halrdressing.
‘When b gay, Scottish hairdresser travels
10 Los Angeles for the Superbawl of
hairstyling competition, he finds that
luck, chatm, guls and & really good
halrdryer are the keys to success. Stars
Cralg Fergusca, Frances Flshor anct
David Rascha.

SCREAM 3

The final chapter of the “Scream” trilogy
brings back the originol cast of charac-
ters from tha flima thot changed the
way viewers thought about modern hor-
ror filcks. Stars Neve Campbeil, Court-
ney Cox Arquetts, Davia Arquette, Jenny
McCarthy and Parker Posey.

Scheduled to open Friday, Feb. 11

THE BEACH

A young American sets off on an exotic
‘sdventure tn Thallend, only o discover
that the modern-day paradise hides
soma disturbing secrots. Stars Laonatdo
DiCapric and Rabert Cariyle.

TIE WHOLR MINE YARDS
Nicholzs “0z2° Oseransky is a nice den-
tist living In suburban Montreal. His new
hbor Jimmy “The Tullp™ Tudesk| la a
Nt man In hiding. Oz and Jimmy find
themsaives with something In common,
someona’s trying ta kil them. Stars.
Metthew Perry, Bruce Willis and Rosan-
na Arquette.

Roreiaase. In this vastored version of
Alfred Hitchcock's 1954 thrlller starring
Jamas Stowart and Graca Kelly, Stowart
bocomes cosessed that he may hove
wlitnessed o murder.

SROW BAY

Chevy Chase, Chris Elllot, Pam Griet
&nd |ggy Pop star In this famlly comedy
sbout posalbitities, friendship and young
{ove. A lavesick teenages oeclares his
sttection for tha girt of his greams, &
dowmroddan smpioyee defles his Lyran-
nical employer, & 10 yea-old tackles
the scaciest vitialn of hee fife and plastic
action dolts suddenty come to iife. O¢ do
they? Anyihing cen happen on 8 an.owy
day.

THE TIOER MOVIL

When nd one wants to pley with him,
Tigger goos 0n a quest Lo Aind his fomily
30 ha can be with cthor tiggers, only to
discover thst Winnle and the gang me
M true family.

TG BI8 TEASE

Comnady set In the world of relsdity
heirdressing. A young, Insipid, gay Scot-
tish hairdresser represants the hopes of
his small town whon he trevels to Los
Angelos for e Suporbowl of heir styling

Exotic adventure: From left, Francoise (Virginie
Ledoyen), Richard (Leonardo DiCaprio) and Etienne
(Guillaume Canet) ponder the distance they must swim

to reach the secret island parad

ise known as “the

beach” in *The Beach” scheduled to open Friday, Feb.
11, at metro Detroit movie theaters.

competltions. On his asrival, ha (aams
that luck, charm, guts and a eally good
halrdryer are the keys to meking his.
dreams come Lrue, Stars Cralg Fergu-
son.

HOLY SMOKE

A young woman I8 “rescued” from an
Indian Guru by her concerned family,
end turns har follow-up encounters with
a deprogrammet Into an all out battle of
the soxes. Stars Kate Winslet, Harvey
Heitel and Pam Grier.

ta open Friday, Feb. 18

DIANOHDS

A eotired prizo fighter embarks on @ jour-
ney with his son and grandson to search
for 13 tong-fust diamonis. Stars Kirk
Oouglas, Lauren Bacall and Dan Ack-
royd.

ROWEO MUST DX

Kung Fu meots hip hop on the seedy
weterfront of Oaklsnd Californis, when 8
shaky truce betwoen Aslan and Africen
American crime gangs disintograte.
Stors Jet Li and Deiroy Lindo.

THIE WHOLE HINE YARDS

Nichotas *0z” Osaranhsy is a nice don-
tist living In suburban Montresi. His new
noightor, Jimmy “The Tullp” Tudeski Is 8
Nt man in hiding. Oz ond Jimmy find
themsatves with somothing In common,
someana's trying to kil them and they
havo (o find & way to wack together to
evoid untimety ends. Stars Matihew
Perry, Bruce Willls, Rosanaa Arquette
and Kevin Pollack.

10 open FridaysFeb. 25

MENORIA SANES
A nealy-released convict sets out to

start a new life when he finds himself
against 8 team of criminals who belisve
ho has Infoemation on a job they're plan-
ning. Stara Bon Affleck, Gory Siniss and
Charlize Theron.

SREPATICO

Psychological thriller Lakes place in the
tfast-paced world of thoroughtred horse
racing. Threo friends hatch o plan to
axecute the uitimate score. But the
plon Boes awry when two of them fun
off with thelr take. Partners in crime,
1ho 1hree find thomsaives bound by &
secret ond yot divided by a betrayal of
the heart. Stars Sharon Slone, Jof!
Bridgas end Nick Notte.

WONDEX BOYS

Film adeptation of the Michael Chabon
novel stars Michael Douglas, Tobey
Meguire, Francis McDormand and Katle
Holmes. Dougles plays English profes-
sor, and oward-winning novelist Grady
Tripp wha i8 struggling with problems
caused by a stolen car, a dead dog and
an unfinished 2,600 page novel,

Scheduled to open Friday, March 3
TURLEWEZDS

Contemporaty drama of & single mother
and her 12:year-old daughter who
embark on o journey of setfdiacovery.
Stars Janet McTeor ond Kimbery Brown.

Schedited to open Friday, March 22
NOMKO MUST DIE

Action thriver in which Kung Fu snd ip
hop meet on the seedy watestrant of
Qaklisng, Celif. when & shaky truce
betwean Aslan and African Ametican
c1ime gangs disintegrates. Stars Jet Li.
Asllya, Russell Wong, and lsdish Wash-
Ington.




