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Stepped-up police work

makes the

STORIES @Y

1998 compared to 1997 in

eight of the 10 communitiea
in Wayne and Oukland counties
served by the Observer Newspa-
pers and local police muinly cred-
ited concentraied patrols for the
improvement.

Re-engineering of interaoctions
ulzo got some credit, ns did milder
weather in 1998,

The figures, released by the
Michigan State Police, nlso
showed seven of the 10 communi-
ties had fewer persenal injury
accidents in 1998 than in'97,

The patrol figures come from
statewide community police
department reports.

‘The 1998 figurcs are the Intest

. available from the MSP, The 1999
tatals are expected in the spring,
the department said.

Showing n reduction in total
traffic accidents, according to the
scate police, were (in alphabetical
order) Canton Township, Farm-
ington Hills, Garden City, Livo-
nin, Plymouth Township, Redford
Township, City of Wnyne and
Westlund,

Communitics with fewer per-
sonal-injury nccidents were (also.

Eﬁrnl‘ﬁc accidents declined in

RICHARD

difference

PEARL

in alphabetical order) Canton,
Farmington, Farmington Hills,
Garden City, Livonin, Plymouth
Township and Westland,

In raw numbers, Livonia, the
most populous city in the group,
also had the most accidents, with
4,280 in 1998, n drop of 6 percent
from '97.

Rounding out the top five were
Farmington Hills with 3,056;
Westland 2,072; Canton 1,350 and
Redford Township 1,882

Livonia leads

Livonin also had the most per-
sonnl-injury accidents in "98 with
1,101, followed by the Hills with
833; Westland 641; Canton 469
and Redford 407.

Garden City, however, led in
percentago declipe of totel crashes
with 12 percont — from 1.103
crashes in 1997 t2 970 in "98.

In terms of personal injury acci-
dents, Plymouth Township led
with o decline of 26 percent - from
300 to 212. Garden City was sec-
ond with an 18 percent decrense,
from 308 in '87 to 254 in '98.
Westland was third with a 14 per-
cent decline (747 in '97 to 641 in
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Seatbelt law
takes effect
March 10

ere’s a “hoada-up” for all
Wayne and Oakland
County drivers: Btart
gotting used to wearing your
sentbelt now - because
atepped-up anforcnmon)
begins next week.
Although the new statewide
seatbelt law doesn't take
effett until March 10, police
and sherifTs deputies in the
two counties will conduct o
*get-used-to” period running
Feb, 8-19, according to Sgt.
Pete Brokas of the Weatlnnd
Police Department.
During that time, officers

'98).
Garden City Police Lt. Mel
Maier said the decline in crashes

there was due both to “atepped up *

active patrols in high-nccident
areas” and working with Wayne
County and the stato “to improve
the engineering of intersections” ~
in particular the installation of
left-turn signals at Middlebelt and
Warren Roads and Middlebelt and
Ford.

Maier said the signals “cut
down dramatically” on left-turn
accidents, especially at Ford and
Middlebelt whero fewer people
ran red lights or tumed left into
oncoming traffic,

Maier said Police Chief Dave

hink you're heing courte-
Faus when you stop in traf-

fic to wave sameone out of
& parking lot?

You're not. In fact, you're
probably setting that someone
up for an accident.

So says Gory Goss, director
of public snfety for Farming-
ton.

“Theat's a trap,” says Goss,
becnuse you could be blocking
the ather driver’n vision.

The so-called “good deed”
cume up in an interview with
Gons ubout traffic accidents
and their causes.

To Gosa, the practice of stop-
ping te lei someone into traffic
was among many of the pet
peeves he's acquired in his 30
years in the police busginess.

Courtesy could ledd

For instance, there was tho
time on Telegraph Road that
he saw a nicely Woman

iving a Cadillac STS atop at
a light, open the door - and
spit. When he pulled alongride,
he saw she was brushing her
teeth ns she drove,

“One of the principal prob-
lems we have,” he says, “is
thot e have built our cars so
well and so comfortable that
people are not uware of how
faat thoy are going and what's
goiny on around them.”

To that, Gose adds all the
conveniences that isolate
drivers ovon more, such as
stereos with concert sound and
complicated controls and car-
phenes that let you road the
stock report. “It's become very

to trouble

easy for someone Lo be dia-
tracted,” he says.

“People have just picked up
these hebits,” he ay0, and the
lack of nttention is *an area we
need to concentrate on.

*Yes, cars are getting safer,”
Goss ncknowlodgeu “But we
still have a long, long way to

-

Goss likes to quote a friend
who's a bank loan officer, but
who sounds more tike £ cop.

*Ho nlways aays, When you
are seated behind the ateering
wheel of a car, you have one
and only one job te do, and
that's driving the car. Every-
thing elae is immuterial,” Goss
quotes.
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Harvey also put Officer Loren
Zetti into afternoon traffic patrol,
both to respond to traffic accidents
and learn what area residents and
business owners see as traffic
problems.

The two top

id

But the SEU officers also ana-
Iyzo the intersections to determinn
the type of nccidents and why
they’re happening, he said.

Such information helps the
township got improvements at
inter he said, one of

tions in Farmington Hills in 1998
- 12 Mile and Orchard Lake
Roads (95 crashes) and Orchard
and 14 Mile (92 accidents) — have
begun benefiting from traffic-sig-
nal timing changes and should
continue improving, according to
Hills Traffic Burcau Lt. Gary
Hawald.

He said the reconstruction of
the Grand River and Halated
interchange with M-5, which
“always used to be in the top five”
in terms of wreckn, also scems
headed for fewer crashes.

Other palice departments said
stepped-up traffic enforcement
elforts, most funded by grants
from the state and federal govern-
mwents and by overtime allot-
ments, cut crashes.

Red runners

Canton Lt. Pat Nemecck said
his Selective Enforcement Unit
(SEU), working with regular
patro) officers, targets intersce-
tions where drivers run red lights
~ most of them nlong Ford Road,
which ia the township's main east-
west thoroughfare nnd its most
congested street

which moy be a left-turn slgnu] at
busy Ford and Canton Center.

Chief Lawrence Carey in neigh-
boring Plymouth Township said
the township board in '98
approved additionnl funding for
selective enforcement where most
accidents occur — along Ann Arbor
Road.

Carey said as a result, traffic
stops increased from 6,820 in 1997
to 9,011 in ‘98, with total tickets
issued jumping from 3,728 to
8,840.

That helped township police win
a traffic award for enforcemont
from the Michigan Association of
Chiefs of Police in "98. The town-
ship effort is continuing, Carey
added. Some 9,811 violations were
isaued in 1999,

A left-turn arrow at Lilley and
the repuving of Ann Arbor Ruad
this summer also will help the sit-
uation, he said.

Livonia Sgt. Wes McKee, Red-
ford Officer Scott Corso, Wayne
Officer Ken Kapanowaki and
Westland Sgt. Peter Brokas also
attributed the decline in crashes
to aggressive enforcement.

and d will enforee both
speedmg and scatbelt viola:
tions now in effect. “We'll be
working w:th 20 other com:
munities” in Wayne County,
ineluding the cities of Livonia
and Detroit, Brokas said.

On March 10, not wearing a
seatbelt will become a prima-
ry traffic violation, so next
woek's efforts will be nimed nt
educating the public toward
that, he said.

When the seatbelt law
becomes primary, it will mean
officers can atop people for
that violation
alone, Brokas
said: “You don't
have to be
speading for un
to stop you.”

At prosent, seatbelt viola-
tions are ticketed only when
discovered during a traffic
stop for other violations such
ae specding, registration or
other violations,

During the “get-used-to”
poried, officers will target
rush hours, mornings in par-
ticular, because police are ses-
ing “more and mare” serions
aceidents then, Brokas said. -

Wayne County Sheri{f
Robert Ficano said his
deputies also will emphasize
the education aspect.
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r-@ﬂ Stop by any Boyne Country Spom
store and have a Bavarian Village
ski and snowboard specialist
properly fit you for your rental
package. Express Rental is also
available on-line at www.boyne.oom.
Reserve now for President’s Week.

me USH

Q Qur Boyne team
member will then

send your specific

Hoype ,
LIFT TICKETS:

X Upon arrival, your equipment
will be ready and waiting at
the Express Rental Desk.
No waiting, simply sig
the agreement form, put
on your boots and

have fun!
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