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Club teammates forced to part-ways

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAVP WRITER
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B LACROSSE

*%ha establishing of a gitls var-
gity lacrosso team by Furraing-
ton Public Schools will put fu..
mer teammates and friends on
épposing sides in the upcoming
geacon.

- The Furmington club team has
proviously consisted of o combi-
nntion of pluyers from Farming-
fon Hills Morcy and mostly
Farmington High School.

+ With the sport being opon-
sored now by FPS, the Merey
girls are no longer eligible to
piay for the Farmington team.

2 FPY Athletic Director Brian
Swinchart gnid the decision to
make both existing (boys and
girls) club teams varsity sports

was 4 matter of gender equity.

“There was a concern whether
or not we were going to have
cnough girls in Furmington
{public achonls) to ticld a team,
and (the propnaents of varaity
lacrosse) ansured us we would,”
Swinchart onid.

“It’s not that we dont went to
be involved with Mersy, but weo
feel we have te have a program
that is supported by girls in
Farmington schnols.”

At an earlier organizational
mesting for players, Mike
Mehall, who started the club
program three years age, said
there was fairly equal represen-
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tntion umong girly from the
three public cchols,

Merey in expected to have its
own club team with Kim Norton,
whe coached the Farmington
girls team last year, o8 ite coach.
She's nleo the Mercy field hockey

coach,

The girls club tonm won the
Michkigan Women's Scholastic
Athletic Agsocietion's B Division
lecrosan title a year ngo.

“The club toam had about a
5060 Mercy-Farmington mix,”
Mehall said. “The 1nst three
years we've been trying to got
everyone not to have a school
identity but a teem identity.

“All of a sudden we're breaking
them up, and some friends are
no longer going to be playing
with friends.

“Tha renlity ia sore Mercy
girla wers real strong players,
Farmington girla ware mejor
contributors to our temmn, and
now they’re going to hove to play
ageinst them.”

Mehunll added, while the team
watured and goi better over
thres years, the genl wan always
to mnke lncrosse a varsily sport
in Farmington.

“This is one of the losses we're
going to have to go through,” he
said, “After thia year, I don’t
think it's going to be as severe
an issue.

“The gitls who played in the
unified format will be graduat-
ing, and the {future players)
won't have that idontity as
strong ns the xeniors this year.”

" Mchall estimates cach team
will earry about 30 players. In
the boys gawe, 10 players are on
the ficld at ono time, 11 in the
girlesport.

“With the pace of the game
being much like hockey, you
have players who are on the field
for o minute and a half, and then
you'rs cycling new players in
becavse of the amount of activi-
ty,” Mchall said. “In a normal
game, you might have 11 goala
and maybe 30 to 40 shots on
goal.”

Boys lacrosse is “substantially
Sifferent” from the game as
played by the girls, according to

. Mchall. As in hockey, the hoys
gome is o contact sport that
allows checking, The rules for
girls lncrosse are similar to bas-
ketball end don't permit contact.

Therefore, the girls only have
to provide their own sticks and
mouth guards. The boys will
need helmets, shoulder pads and
gloves, as well as sticks and
mouth pieces.

“Other schools ure using
lacrosse as spring conditioning
for their football teams,” Mehall
snid. “So we're hoping we get
some football players as well o
hackey players.

- *The players we have ars typi-

cally players who wouldn't be
playing baseball and are looking
for n sport thut hus a little more
cantact. It's not that we promote
excessive contact, but 1 think
they're laoking for something
that has a little more continuous
action,

“Vic're not pulling players
from other spring aports. We're
just providing an opportunity for
other kids who wouldn't have a
sport to plny.

“Defensive players are typicals
Iy larger players. Attackmen are
smaller in size but more agile.
Middies are like soccer players
anid kids who enjoy running.
They initiate plays and carry the
ball up and dewn the field.

“It has skills that accemmo-
date different bady builds, 1t
enables kids to play a position
baosed upon what they enjoy.

“(3irls who have played basket-
ball will find lucrosee very close
in strategy. We're finding girls
who haven't played sports fit
into lacrosse, as weil as those
who are looking for an alternu-
tive sport.”

A toum nickname and colors
haven't been chosen yet. Mehall
indicnted the boys and girls will
likely share the same nickname
and uniform colors,
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Heme games are apt to be
played at Farmington and Nerth
Farmington high schaols, with
the boyn and girls having their
own locations for practices and
games,

The club teems have used the
practice field behind Farmington
High, and that will probably con-
tinue as a site for one team,

Due to scheduling conflicts
with girls soccer, Swinehart indi-
cated the stndiums at each
achool will not be used for
lacrosse, but final decisions
haven't been made yet.

“The field size for girls ia dif-
ferent than the boys, and totally
different striping is needed,”
Swinehart said.

“The girls game has no official
boundaries,” Mehell snid, adding
it's up to the referee to deter-
mine when play has gone too fur
astray. “The girls is a little more
free-flowing game.”

Lacrosse is growing in popu-
larity across the country, espe-
cially as people move from the
Eaet Coust to the Midwest,
according to Mehall.

“East Const lacrosse is one of
the strongest sports out there,”
he said. “In the NCAA, it's the
sccond-largest spectator sport.
For the guys, I Jike to tell them

bad a lot of injuries. .

Dan Mooney and Brad Her-
aghty missed the game with
shoulder injuries, Karl Maus
with the flu and Brett Ramsey
while he recovers from minor
surgery.

_“We're in o tough regional, so
we'll have to be heslthy and on
top of our game," Breuban said.

Farmington routed visiting
Walled Lake Central in another
WLAA game Wednosday an
Temerowski hod a hat trick, 8-5.

The Fiyers etruck early in that

game, too, lending -0 after one
pericd on goals by Mike Frayne
(Picard, Glen Hearn), Temerows-
ki (Patterson, Marion) and Close
{ghort-handed).

The first 1wo goals were scored
in the first 37 seconds and just
17 seconds apart.

Both teams scored four times
in the recond perivd-— Patterson
(Heraghty), Temerowski (unas-
sisted), Lee (Eric Zelman, Her-
aghty) ond Temerowski (Lee) for
Farmington; Lee Gironen,
Andrew Nayler, Chris Pyzik and

Nick Barg scored for Central.

in the third period, Marion
{Heraghty) and Mike Lauten-
bach tallied goals for the Flyers,
and Borg scored his szcond for
the Vikinga.

Greg Diven was in goal for
Farmington.

“The team played very well in
the first period, sloppy in the
second and better iv the third,”
Breuhan seid. “Again, we had a
balanced attack with six differ-
ent players scoring.”
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Visit your local
florist this ¢3

8

(NFL Hall of Famer) Jira Erown
wae an All-America lacrosse
player at Syracuse.

“We're finding, with the
women, it's a sport colleges are
adding because of Title X, and
there are more scholarships
available at the college level.”
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Redefining

Experience the pleasure of independent living

Take cornfort in s elegant community that
offers the ultimate In independent living. Choose from
one or two-bedroom fuxury apartments with kitchens
and patios or balconies. Enjoy our fitness center, halr
saton, activities, transportation and more.We offer every-
thing you need to live in style with extras such as pre-
pared meals, housekeeping and laundty. Just minutes
2away from shopping, dining, golf and cther pleasures. Calt
today for mere Information about our exclting new com-
munity or visit our website at wwwiwaltonweod.com.

WALTONYGDD

Retirement Living

Waltonwood at Twelve Oaks

Visit our new center at:
27475 Huron Circle
{248) 735-1500

adjacent to Twelve Oaks Mall

Waltonwood communities offer
the finest In independent living
and assisted fiving. Call today
for a personal tour:
Ruochester Hiils (242) 375-2500
3250 Walton Bivd.
Royal Oak (248) 5496400 }
3450 W.Thirteen Mile Rd.
Py
Canton (734) 844-3060
2000 N.Canton Center Rd,
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We're teady with solutions for all your financial
naeds. Dearbom Federal Credit Union is your full
service financial canter. And we're always looking
for nevs and better ways to seive you.
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