Splurge on
a romantic
bauble

There was a time
when a box of choco-
lates or maybe a
dozen long
roses more than suf-
ficed on Valentine's

Lt O

oy.

Today, these gifta,
although sweet and
romantic, are very
predictable.

have
changed. The stock
market is flying high
with the sweet smell
of *dot com” futures,
and consumers are fecling heady with
success,

And with a seemingly unending
good economy in charge, I think Valen-
tine’s Day has become a much more
interesting tradition.

In fact, jewelers across the country
have been reporting increasced Valen-
tine’s Day sales every year for o while
now.

No longer are men opting for gifls
priced $200 or less; they're making
major purchasus for their loved ones,
sy the jewclers.

At this rate, Valentine's Day could
rival Mother's Day ns the second best
jewelry-buying holiday after Chriat-
mas,

Does this news leave you stunned
and worricd about what's appropriate
to give on Valentine's Day?

Well, no nced to panic, Diamond
supplier DeBeers has been working
overtime to create o list of gifts for a
variety of pocketbooks and prefer-
ences. It includea their three-diamond
anniversary ring with a center stone
that is said to be at least a half carat
in size, Hey, why not? Go for it!

Howevoer, such a set-up isn't just
materinl; the ring’s three stones sym-
bolize the past, present and future of
marriage.

But don't confuse this ring with
DeBeery’ diamond anniversary band,
which is o thin wedding band set with
diamonds either all the way around or
halfway across the top.

When the anniversary band was
first introduced, it was recommended
for the 10th wadding anniversary,
However, DeBeers has gotten wise to
the fact that there are all sorts of rea-
sona nnd times to buy diamonds and
abandoned official mileatones for the
ring. So, put the anniversary bund on
your Valentine's Day list, too?

Then again, if it wero up to
DeBecers, every woman on the planet
would be wearing an engagement ring
of a carat or more, along with the
anniversary band, on the left hand.
Plus a three-diamond anniversary
ring on the right hand.

But don't forget about DeBeors’
25th anniversary pendant with five
bezel-set diamonds (It's almeet worth
the wait!). Then add n pair of dia-
mond-atud earrings, a basic necessity,
and DeBeers version of an ideal
woman really starta to mmake perfect
sense.

* Get going

Valentine's Day is only a week away.
So, if you have yet to run out and buy
your apecml somconc a bauble or two,
get moving.

But, remomber, you don't have to
buy diamonds. There's no doubt theyll
be apprecinted, but thoy're not
mandatery or, for that matter, expect-
ed by mosat ewcethoarts.

Heart-shaped pendants and lockets
are o clessic on Valentine's Day. And, a
locket with your tiny heart-shaped
picture inslde shows a lot of fore-
thought.
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All the usual goodies —
heart-shaped pendant neck-
laces, red boxes of delicious
chocolates, gold-dipped roscs
and dinnera-for-two — are
available for giving this
Valentine's Day.

But at least a few retailera
ore offering playfyl knick-
knncks that poke fun at our
obsession with love that may
even help those of us who are
flying solo on Valentine's

Day.

“They're like love tranquil-
izers,” said orea comic Koren
Bell-Brege, of Northville, “A

streas reliever for the addie-
tion of love.

And, like with anything
else in life, humor usually
works wonders, said Bell-
Brege, one of the founders of
Totally Unrehearsed Theatre
which performs at Mark Rid-
ley's Comedy Caste in Royal
Onk.

“When people get into rela-
tionships, they take it so
seriously,” she said. “But, if
we tnke things too seriously,
we get in knots and it just
doesn't work.”

So, products like “Jilted
Lots-Of-Love” body lotion,
$9.95 at Actherin in Fern-
dale, and Starbucks “Who
Will My Lover
Be?" game nre a
good thing, said
Bell-Brege.

For a friend
whose single or
not having luck
finding love, a
fun gift like
might lighten
the mood on
Valentines Day.
“For that
moment they
can laugh and
any it'a okay.
Don't you think

that when you lighten up
that’s when the goad stuff
happens.”

Birmingham marital and
family therapist Bunny
Miller-Shaw couldn’t agree
more,

“The more sense of humor,
the more of life you enjoy, the
more attractive you are to
other people,” said Miller-

aw,

Although Miller-Shaw
doesn't think we, as a socicty,
are any more ohsessed with
love than we used to be, she
does believe people are hav-
ing more trouble finding
partners.

“And it's not a matier of
whether you choose to be
down and sad, it’s a matter
of soying ‘I'm going to reach
a goal,’ which isn't easy.
Meeting the right partner in
life takes a lot of energy,” she
said.

“We do make more out of
all our holidays todny, too,
and there's a lot of hype on
the part of industry, so hov-
ing fun, being able to have a
little tongue-and-cheek
humor keeps it light - the
pain and work of finding
someone.”
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Keep It light: Why not poke some
fun at love and romance with
Blooms Romance Blend essen-
tial oilg, $16.50 at the Union
General Sweetshop and Cafe in
Clarkston.
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Changes in store

Hudson’s moves, expands men’s and home sections

Hudson's ia making a big move.

The rotailer is relocating and open-
ing an expanded Mon's and Homo store
at Lokeside mall in Sterling Heights,

meno clothing, not to mention furnish-
inge, fragrances, shoes, textiles and
other home merchandise.

SBunday, a process that will entail about
900 Hudson’s employees tranlpon{nx
Apprommauly 280,000 pieces of mer-
from ono location to another

's total tion apace at

greatly increasing the store’s presence

ero
Thu expanded store, to be locnted in

Lakeside mall will incrense from
206,000 to 321,000 square feet and
company am:inlu view the expaminp

in just seven hours,
“This one-day move will be an amaz-
ing team effort by the entire

center and our headquarten office w
assist with the move ..."

Hudson’s plans to remodel its existe
ing store at Lakeside throughout the
year. 'l'but process will bring improved
women's und children's departmenu,
as well as in the storo's coa+

the site that was formerly by

Crowley's, will open at 10 a.m. Feb. 8.
Tho store will feature more space

and on increased selection of Hudson's

ns A i to the local
ty.

said Hud: Lakeaide store manager
Lorrie Tenton, “We are recruiting team

The current Hudson's Lakesid

1 from all of Hudson's stores in

Men's and Home store will be moved on

_thmuuhnut Michigan, our distribution

metics and shoe depnﬂ.mants nnd
beauty salon.

The new Men’s and Home store wnll
be closed on Monday.

Rctaﬂ, style and epecial store ovents are listed
in this calendar. Please send i to: Mclll &

February, another choice you'll find in
abundance in your jewcler's showcase
or on your jeweler’s wob site is the
month's birthstone, amethyat.

A beavtiful violet-colored stone,
amothysts are still one of the best
buys around, cspecially when they're
plentiful.

Even if she doesn't have a February
birthday, nmethyst jowelry is gift most
women will wear time and again.

But, if you think enough ix enough
and prefor to resort to flowers or
chocolate, keep in mind flowers fade
and chocolate, well, wo oll know where
chocolato goca,

Just keop in mind jewolry can be
cheaper than a health club member-
ship ~~and a whole lot mere

Send your guestions to The Jewelry
Lady by e-mail, rodgers@mich.com,
fax, (248} 682-9223, or mail, e/o the
Obscrver & Ecceniric Newspopers, 805
E. Maple, Birmingham, Mich. 48009.

Mai, 8, ¢/o Observer & Eccen.’nn Newspape

805 East Maple, Birmingham, M1 48009. Fax: (248)
644-1314. Information must be received by & p.m.
Monday for publication the following Sunday.

. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

BORDER'S CHARITY BENEFTTY
Make a purchase at any Borders Booka & Music
store in Michigan through Feb. 18 and 15 percent of

HBNO & MALLE TRIRN(
Roz & 8herm, 6536 Telegraph Road in Bloomfleld
Township, hosts a trunk show of Hino & Malle's
spring jackets, vests, skirts, pants and accessories
through Feb. 12, For details, call (248) 8556-8877.
DARA BUCHIAN FOR SPRING
Saka Fifth Avenue, the Sommat Collection in Troy,
hosts a Dana Buchman Spring focus day with in-
store deeigner reprusentatives, 10 a.m.-5 p.m,,
Designer Bridge Sportowear, secand flcor and Spe-
cial Sizen, third floor. For additional information, call
(248) 614-8340.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11

VALENTIEL SEWELRY SNOW M
Neiman Marcus, the Somerset Collection in Troy,
hosts & special showing of jewelry by David Yurman.
In celebration of Valentine's Day, Yurman will
of Feb, 11 salos from his Derigner

Jowolry Collaction to the Henry Ford Heart and Vas-
cular Instituts. Bhow runs through Feb, 14, 10 a.m.
to 4 pm., Dadnu Jewelry, sm floor. For more

information, call (248} 643-3300.

your purchase goes to the Michigan Women's Foun-
dation to benefit young girls. Mention the organiza.

tion when making your purchase. For more informa-
tlon, call (784) 542-3946.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12

Auntie Anne's protzel shop, Great Lakes Crossing
mall uburn Hills, holds a pretzel rolling contest
for kids. Participants will receive prizes and favors,
4:80-8:16 p.m. For more information, call the mall at
(248) 484-5010.
FAMELY VALENTING'S KVENT
Families can come togother at Livonia Mall's
*Rockin’ Family Valentine'’s” event, foaturing the
nostalgic sounds of Benny & the Jets, family and
child photo portraits, arta projects for kids, prizes
and othor activities, 4-8 p.m. For additional informa-
tion, call (248) 476-1160.

PUPPET SHOW
Wonderland Mall in Livonia presents Father Millen-
nium’s Zero Show, produced by the Heikon Puppets,

through Feb. 13, food court, Shows atart at noon, 2
p.m. and 4 p.m, on Saturday and at 1 p.m.and 3
p.m. on Sunday. For more information, call {734}
522-4100,

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13

DINOSALR SHOW

Livonia Mal), at Seven Mils and Middlebelt roads,
presents "Mystery of the Lost Dinosaur” for children
and their families, throughout the mall. For addi-
tional information, cail (248) 476-1160.

KAREN NEWMAN APPRARANCE

Local talent and celebrity Karen Newman visits
Hudson's Lakeside location in Sterling Heighta to
sign autographs and talk with shoppers, 2:30 p.m.,
Mecn's Dopartment,

WARM AND PULZY STORIES

Borders Books & Music, 30895 Orchard Lake Road |
in Farmingten Hills, hosts a special story-telling ses-
sion for kids, age 4 through 8, 2 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (248} 737-0004,

DOLL FASHION SHOW

The “Wo Love Barbie” doll fashion show returna to
the Plymouth Cultural Center, 525 Farmer Road in

Pl h, The shaw fe vintage, collectible and |
custom-designed Barbies and accessories, 11 p.m.4
p.am. Admission is $5 for adults and $2 for kids age 4
through 12. For information call, (734) 456-2110.




