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A Valentine’s
Day gift -

hen he was finally able to

forgiveness
sort it all out, he realized his

W friend had botrayed him.

“He's a jerk,” he told me with
flushed face, tears at bay. “I don’t
even want to talk te him anymore.”

“It hurta, docan't it?" I ventured.
“But belicve it or not, you will get
over it. You know, there's a saying,
‘time heals all wounds,” and some
clever person changed it around a bit
later as, ‘time wounds all heela™

A smali Inugh brightened his face,

“Have you ever thought about for-
giving him?" 1 asked. *You two have
been friends for o long time,”

“Forgive him?! No way, not after
what he did to me. You would really
expect me to forgive him?”

1 tried to explain o concept T hadn't
completely mastered myself, “Well, T
haven't nctually begun to seo that
great blessings come from forgiving
others — rometimes especially from
those who burt us the most. And often
when someons hurts another, I don't
think 1t's intentional — though it defi-
nitely fecls that way.”

“I'm too mad. Maybe Il forgive, but
I won't forget,” he responded, indigna-
tion obvious.

Letting the dust settle

“You need some time to et the duat
settle. But I can telt you from experi-
encs that keeping a file won't help.”

“What do you menn, 'keeping &
file?” he asked.

“It'a how I used to operate. When
somenne hurt me, [ put it in a mental
file with that person’s neme on it.
Over time other infractions were
added, and sometimes, when the file
got too futl, I stopped being friends.”

“Isn't that OK?"

“No, becsuse it's not a fair system.
It takes so wuch energy to maintain
the files, to keep treck of each and
every hurt but never openly deal with
the situation, Then the focus becomes
cockeyed; rou can’t see the good when
you look only at the bad, You get
stuck in a negative pattern of always
feeling hurt, oeing sensitive only to
transgressions, and never allowing
the growth that comes from truly for-
giving someone.”

“Well, what do you do now?”

“Right away when someone burtes
me, [ say 1 forgive them, even if 1
don't feel it,” I explain. *I don’t have
to tell the person foce-to-face, but I
have to at lcast say it to myself then
fet time put it into action in my mind
and heart. It's not easy — the hordest
part is letting go of the hurt and the
very renl human desire for retalia-
tion.

“At times, I decide a certain person
is not truly a friend er o relationship
is not healthy to pursue. But when I
set forgiveness in motion, I realize I
am looking at the situation from a
healthier perspective, and thaugh 1
can't chunge the other person or what
thicy did, I feel much better just for-
giving.”

Looking sorewhat more relieved,
my don agreed to “think about it.”
Without conacious awareness, kids
demounstrats volumes about forgive-
ness: they have n disngreement, and
they're back together tho next day.
Who ia really the teacher and who the
recipieat of the lesson of forgiveness?

As parents, consider how often one
muet forgive a child: constantly,
chronically. By their very na'tures,
children are self-centered, impulsive,
dramatic, uocoordinated, immature.
To love a child is to entircle him with
the arms of forgiveness, unconditional
acceptance, blind, immutable loyalty,
and to realize most of our own par-
cata oxercised the roquisite forgive-
nres we now extond to cur beloved, By
the near-miraculovea nnture of the
parent/child relationship, we are
somshow able to set these things
anide, to consider the source, to love
it spite of, to wipe clean the slate of
our rolationabip and begin anew.

As with #0 many other adult issuus,
I ponder the virtue of forgiveness. [
think sbout ¢6 many of us who don't
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Valentine options keep growing

B Treat your honey to a
dny at the BR‘Ir Or, still
Iooking for Ms.
Right? Check out a special
dating Web site.

BY DIANE GALE ANDRFASSI
SPECIAL. WHITER

Whether you're looking for someone
to sharo Valentine's
Day with or if you're
searching for the
right gift on the
Internet and around
town, there's some-
thing for everyone
from sizzling hot and
romantic to sweet

and friendly.

Tamara's Institut DeBoaute in
Farmington Hills offers a package
made in heaven for the man and
woman struck by Cupid's arrow — a
relaxing evening out with a Couple's
Delight package that includes n can-
dletit whirlpool for two cemplete with
champagne, cheese and fruit tray fol-
lowed by a Swedish body maaaage for
both. The cost ia $180.

“The Couple’s Delight package in
popular this time of year,” explained
Chriesy Barth, Tamara's public rela-
tions representative. "You wouldn't
normalily think to do something like
that, but it's an excuse to do something
more romantic.”

Or, you might want to consider a
tubo of chocolate body powder that
comes with a large purple feather for
$12.60. 1f that's not what you had in
mind to celehrate Feb, 14, let Tamura's
create a custom-made gift basket with
massago oils, bath beads and body gels.
Or, juat buy the people you love gift
certificates and let them decide
whether thuy want tmdllwrml mas-

BTAY? PYoTS BY DAL Burstrn

Something special: Candy Bouquet owner Janine Ball shows one of the pretty offerings available
for Valentine’s Day. The store is in the Village Mall in downtown Farmington.

have both in the same package at

Candy Bouquect in the Vitlage Mall in
downtown Farmington.

"WL- mukc floral-like bouquets using

1s and hard candies

snges, facials,
makeup uppllcunona, aroma therapy
massages, foot massages, herbal baths
or geaweed wraps,

"If my husbund gave me a doy at the
spa, I would love it,” Barth said. "Any

* wiymmarr toven that: it's eapecially good

for someonc who doesn't know what to
buy, or if you don't know the person's
size. Everyone loves to be pampered.”

Traditional standbys

If you're not quite thnt adventurous,
ihere's always the traditional standbys
— chocolates and fiowers. And you can

imported from around the worild,”
explained Candy Bouquet owner
Janine Ball.

The edible arrangements begin at
$20. But if your budget calls for come-
thing mora Carndy

tuote, how about presenting the one
you love with a candle? Not just any
cundle, but a passion aromn therapy
scented one. And Sharen Horning,
owner of the Candle Lady, found on the
Internct at candlelady.com or by call-
ing her in Farmington Hills at 471-
1906, ia detormined to find exactly
what you want,

"They're nll handmade by different
ics and they're ll in the United

also sella an assortment of candy-filled
decorative containers; chocolates in a
large variety of flower shapes; foil-
wrapped chocolate lips nnd hearts, as
well as novelty chocolates in an assort-
ment of designa from butterflies to lndy
bugs and bumble bees.

If chocolate doesn’t satisfy your

St:m-s Hummg caid.

The passion scented candlea are n
combination of rosec, cyclamen and
lilies and promise to burn 80 hours for
$12.50. Other romantic candles, like
Musical Scents, offer something extra.
Each candle comes in a tin and a musi-
cal CD that matches the mood et by

Quakers helped slaves to

BY RUTI MOEHLMAN
BPECIAL WRITER

Muny of the heroes ol black history
were not black, In the 19th century in
Michigan there was a small group of
religious, hard working Quakers. Thoy
knowingly broke the law beenuse they
believed that helping sluves escape was
the right thing to do.

These heroes received no rowards,
not even recognition, until almost half
a century Jater. By this time, moat of
them had passed away.

Nathan Power of Farmington was
conductor on the Farmington branch of
the underground railroad. The station
was in his home, located near the cur-
rent Grand River and Gill Road inter-
section.

He made his home in the former
Quaker Meeting House. The building
was converted to a houne when the
Quaker congregation had become too
small to need a meeting house. The
bujlding has been further converted
;‘nto a aursing home and greatly modi-

i

The undargmund railroad was a 6y~
tem of indi s who helped
slaves reach freedom. They used rail-
road jargon, conductors, stations, pas-

sengers and trains,

The stations were stopa usu-
ally 10 to 20 miles apart. The
trains were the bottoms of
farm wagons. Passengers were
concealed under a lond of hay
or farm products. Many pas-
sengers walked.

The railroad ran from Ohio
to Canada. The chief crossing
spots were at Niagura, N.Y.,
and Detroit, The “president” of
the railroad was Levi Coffin. He was a
Quaker and a Cincinnati banker. The
underground railroad was in operation
from before 1830 to shortly after the
Civil War ended in 1865.

q

Nathan and his group.

The relatives involved
extended to other parts of
Michigan. Included were
Nathan Power’s brother and
brother-in-law who lived in
Adrian where Laura Havi-
land operated extensively.

Ethon Lapham’s brother-
in-law Robert Glagser ran
an Ann Arbor station.

The people involved didn't
talk about their participation. Few to
no records exist because the under-
ground railroad was an illegal activity
ofter 1850. There were heavy fines for
participation if caught. Those who par-

The Far branch
a group of men, most related.

Power railroad link

There was Nathan Power, called
Uncle Nathan by practically everyone
in Farmingtan. Also involved were his
brothers Ira and Abram Power and
brothers-in-law Ethan Lapham, George
Wilber, Abram Moore and Eliza
Reberts. All were Quakers.

Other Farmingtonians who helped
out were Chauncy Green and John
Thayer, who were Methodists and not
related. Many other peaple aided Uncle

ot

d tranaported the fugitives at
great risk. They also fed, sheltered and
provided transportntion at their own
expense.

Arthur Power was Farmington's first
settler. He came to Farmington with
his sons John and Jared and two hired
men. Arthur Power had purchased
1and for cach of his sons. Land was also
promised to his daughter Mary who
stayed in New York with Nathan to
run the farm there,

The first log house was built on
Nathan's 1and because he did stay
behind. The first tree was felled in

the candle's aroma.

"I will give individual consultations,
home parties, sell wholeaale and
retnil.”

Internet love match

Maybe it's not n yift you're looking
for. If you don't have anyone to spend
the romantic holiday with you might
consider something different, like
meeting someone through an Internet
link. If 80, tap out DATINGfaces.com
on your keyboard and start your jour-
ney to creating your own personal page
that describes who you are, what yon
like and dislike.

And, of course, you'll have a chance
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freedom

Nathan Power: He helped run-
away slaves escape to Canada.
From “Farmington: A Pictorial
History.”

1824, The scttlement was called Pow-
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Farmington genealoglst earns state award

Beverly Lancanter received the Lucy Mary Kellogg
Award at the fall Michigan Genealogical Council

seminar in Traverse City.

At its January the Earmi

and has partici

y the Fu.

G 1

cal Society presented her with a certificate of appre-
ciation “for courteous und thoughtful aseistance to

genoalogicat rescarchers.”
The Fan.

Lancaster surnams books.

8ho has donatod copics of all theae books to the
anmly Hhmry Library in Salt Lake Cnty She also

for the

-igtan group fhad nominated her based
on her years of activity in the genealogical field. An
elementary achool teacher for 89 years, she retired in
19986. Over tho yeara, the was involved with the pub-
lication of 16 cemetory and doath records, and six

lications commitices.

P
ety through Lhc Farmington Community Library.
She's been octive in the Pontiac Area Historical
and Geneatogical Society and served as treasurer,
editor, and chairman of the membership and pub-

In hor posmnn as co-edxlor of the anmnglon
G

Genealogical Soci-

iety

she
iaformation to share with members. She is a dele-
gnte to the Michigan Genealogical Conticil
local coordinator of the Michigun Dcath Indu

Project

(related nnd non-related) and is nlwnya w:lhng to

with other

share
1y with her husband, Jim, has taught boginning
genenlogy courses at Osktand Community College

ver-

¥

[ N . ool

d by the Mich

Council. She is registrar for the po:letfl annuaj
antique appraisal clinie, and contributes many
creative suggestions for current and long-range
projects of the society. The Kellogg award is the
highest state hanor for gencalogy. It was the sec.
ond censecutive time the award hns gone to a
member of the Farmington Genenlogical Society.




