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Rock. Call Carroll White at
(734) 285-0843 for information.
BASS ASSOCIATION

The Downriver Bass Associntion,

membership meotings are held
tha last Tueadny of each month
at Knights of Colum:bus, 8t. Pius
X, 8177 Chicago Road, in War-
ren. The public is welcome. Don-
nis Bidigare, well-known charter
fisherman on Lake Michigan, is
scheduled to be the guest speak-
cr at the Feb. 29 meeting. More
information can be obtained by
cnlling Ed Wilezek at (810) 757-
1366 or club President Ray Ban-
bury at (810) 598-0310. The
Detroit Area Steclheaders will
also hold a Sportemen’s Game
Dinner March 18 at the Knights
of Columbus Hall in Warren.
The dinner is open to the public
and doors open at 6 p.m. Cost is
4£30 per person. Tickets are
available by calling Tom Moores
at (248) 634-5789, Mory Karakas
at (248) £45-1181 or Linda Ban-
bury at (810) 598-0310.

CLINTON VALLEY BASS

Clmtun Valley Bess Anglers club

a bass club,
mects at 5:30 p.m. the fourth
Tuesday of every month at the e

Ta.
(734) 670-2863 for information.

'I‘hu Schonl for Outdoor Leader-
ship, Adventure and Recreation
(SOLAR), a non-profit organiza-
tion interested in promoting the
appreciation of outdnor activi-
tien, meets at 7:30 p.m. on the
first Tuesday of cach month at
the Colony Hall in Southfield.
Call (248) 988-6668.

HIGHLAND CC 8K)

Join members of the Scuthenst
Michigan Group, Sierra Club on
a 2-3 hour crogs country ski trip
at the Highland Recreation Area
on Sunday, Feb. 13. Call (313)
863-8392 for more information.
HERITAGE PARK HIKE

Join members of the Southenst
Michigan Group, Sierra Club on
a2.3

hour hike at Heritage Park in

is secking new members (boaters
and boaters are 1)
‘The club mecta monthly at Gan-
der Mountain in Waterford, Call
Mike Daly ut (248) 666-8910 for
wore information.
METRO-WESY STEELHEADERS
Metro Weat Steclhenders meets
£t 7:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday
of each month in the cafeterin at
Garden City High School. Call
Dominic Liparoto at (248) 476-
27 for more information.
MIGCHIQAN FLY FISHING
The Michigan Fly Fishing Club
deets nt 7:30 p.m. the first and
third Wednesdnys of cach month
at Livonia Clarenceville Middle
School, located on Middlebelt
Road between Seven and Eight
mile roads. Cell (810) 478-1494
for more information,
FOUR SEABONS
The Four Sensons l‘mhmf; Club
meets 7:30-9:30 p.m. the first
Wednesday of each month at the
Civic Park Senior Center, 16218
Barmington Road, in Livonia.
Visitora are invited and refresh-
menta will be served, Call Jim
Rudej at (734) 591-0843.
RIHING BUDDIES
Fishing Buddies Fishing Club
moets the third Tuesday of cach
month in Rochester Hills. Meet-
ings are open to all anglers
(bouters and non-bouters). Call
(248} 656-0556 for information.
HURON VALLEY STEELHEADERS
The Huron Valley Steelheaders
meets the third Thuraday of each
month at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall, 27600 Hall Rd., Flat

Hills on Sunday,

Fob 20. Call Don Dahlin ut(248)
644.2746 for more information.
POINTE PELEE $CE HIKE

Join membery of the Southeast
Michigan Group, Sicrra Club on
n 2-3 hour hike at Pointe Pelee
in Ontario on Feb. 27. Call (313)
581-7679 for more information.

BANQUET/DINNER

WILD GAME DIHKER

Michigan Sportsperson Heritage
Conservancy Unlimited will
have a wild-game dinner begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 19,
at the Taylor Moose Lodge, 9981
S. Telegraph Road, Taylor. Tur-
tle soup, rabbit, venison, beaver,
buffalo, kangnroo and etk will be
included on the menu along with
some ather surprises, Proceeds
from the dinner will be used on
hunting and fishing projects,
youth cducation and projects for
dianbled persons, Tickets are $30
in ndvance and $35 at tho door.
Call (248) 851-1266 or (313) 277-
8291 for more information.
SAFAR] CLUB SE BOWHUNTERS
The Southeast Michigan
Bowhuntera Chapter of Safari
Club International will hold its
Ninth Annunl Banquet and
Fund raiser on Suturday, March
18, at Laurel Manor, 39000
Schoolcraft, in Livonia. For tick-
ets and more information call
Jim Shacffer at (734) 741.9527,
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Mon-
day through Fridoy.

Small ice crystals add
up to be a pile of snow

I wae on the
trail with a
group not long
ngo when a light
snow waR
falling. It
seemed a perfect
timo to use the
snow catchers.

A snow catch-
or is a hlack
piece of felt with

Looking at cach one of these
delicate, intricate works of art
made it hard to beliove that each
one started to form around a
minute particle of dust, smoke,
pollen, bacteria, fungi, salt, or
anything else floating in the
upper atmosphere.

Water molecules began to
attach to the airborne particle in
a structured arrangement that
allows the 120-degree angle of a

an i ve

magnifying lens

attached on a

piece of yarn. Conditions were

indeed perfect nnd so wers the
snow crystals,

Unlike many snowfalla when
the individual crystals nttach
and cluster with other crystals
on thoir way down, these crys-
talo were separate individunls. ©

They wore not big, but we

could seo all the details of their
structure when they landed.
With the aid of the magnifying
lens we identified dendrites and
noédlca.
:Fanunutely, the temperaturo
wins cold enough that they did
not melt whon they landod on
the felt. This gave us enough
timo to admire the delicate pat-
terns crented when microscopic
water molecules bond togother
and form the traditionzl six-
sided anowflake.

“«The noadles formod three-
ensional star shaped forms
it were much amaller than the

desdrites,

sPlate-like dendrites were only

zeighth of ain inch in dinmeter,
ln!t under magnification I could
ses the branching pattern that
fbrmed each of the six rays ema-
ating from the center.

+Large flufly cluaters that fall
ate bundred of theae tiny crys-
tals jumbdled together. It's very
difficult to see one individual
cyystal from this group. That is
why this morning wuas sa spectal,
otch fluks wax independent from

e,

water molecule to attach to oth-
ers and form a six sided
snowfiake.

So remember, when children
cat snow they are csoentially
eating dirt and water,

Some crystals may bo more
columnar in shape, while many
combine atructures of two basie
crysthis. Round beads of water
folling in cold temperatures are
called rime, It is formed when
mnow cryatals falling are pushed
upward into the clouds and melt,
or bang into other crystals loos-
ing their traditional shape.

A single crystal may be vault-
ed up and down in a cloud sever-
al times before it finally falla to
the ground.

In aoutheastern Michigan the
average snowfall between 1940
nnd 1968 was botwoen 30-40
inches. The snowiest place in
Michigan ia Delaware in the
Upper Peninsula, thoy average
241.5 inches per winter.

During the winter of 1878-79¢

they recorded 381.9 inchos of
anow — over 32.6 {ect. Baldwin
recorded 33.5 inches of anow fall
in one day.

It'a hurd to believe that those
tiny cryotals I needed a magnify-
ing lens to vee could accumulate
into seversl feet of snow.

How many crystuls would have
to be formed to accumulate to
such a depth? WOW!

Naxt time it atarts to snow,
take a magnifier outside and see
if you can enjoy somo superb
snowflakea.

Area youth gobbles up competition

——— Cody  Rizo
m knows the dif-

ference botween
4 putt and a
purr and a cluck
and a cut. He
has spent hours
apon houts per-
focting his tech-
nique and mas-
tering the art of
calling turkeya.

All that time
and hard work
paid off recently
when the 12-yoar-eld Livonia
resident came out on top of the
ftock in the Michigan Turkey
Calling Championships. The
championshipa were held Jan.
22 at Jay’s Sporting Goods in
Clare, in conjunction with a
National Wild Turksy Federa-
tion seminar.

Rize, who has been calling
since he was nine years old, was
campctmg in the Junior Divi-
sion, which is open to youths as
old a8 nge 16. Undounted by the

challenge of competing against
opponents as much as four years
older than him, Rize serenaded &
panel of judges with cuttj

all depondent on these annual
voluntary donations, which also
supports research, education and
habitat i jecta.

clucking, purring and putting,
and even laced in a keokee run
en rovte to winning ihe titio,
Rizo, a member of Away Hunt-
ing Products Calling Team and
coached by six-tinie state calling
champion Greg Abbas, was car-
rying on what is fast becoming a
family tradition. You sce, Cody's
brother, Tim, won the junior
state championship in 1994,

Look for the loon

With the dreaded tax time
upon us, it's also time for an
onnual reminder to “Look for the
Loon” when f{illing out your atate
fax return.

If you have a refund coming
congider making a small dona-
tion to the Nongame Fish and
Wildlife Fund, by filling in the
box next to the loon. Funding for
non-game animals, fish, protect-
ed plants and their habitats are

proj

Some of the projects already
funded by the firsh and wildlife
fund include an ongoing study to
determine natural and artificial
variables, including reeroational
use, on the current and potential
loon occupation of lakea in the
Upper Peninsula; edueational
outreach efforts, many of which
focus on cagles, hawks, great
blue herons and sang birds; and
distribution of wildlife pester

ural Resources web site at
www.dnr.state.mi..us

Best of the bunch

Want to sea some of the
biggest deer, bear, elk and
turkoys taken in tho statc? Then
plan- o littls trip to the Lansing
Center this weekond and take in
the 2000 Michigon Deor &
Turkey Spectacular.

The show's trophy deer, clk,
bear and turkey cvents attracts
esome of the biggest trophies
taken in the state each year. In
nddllmn, the show features over

hib live animal dis-

and vidcos, and with
the design of tenching activities
to achool teachers, youth leaders
and citizens across the state.

For additional information on
some of the other prajecta sup-
ported by the fund request a free
capy of the quarterly newsletter,
The Spotting Scope. Send your
name and address to: Natural
Heritage Program, Box 30180,
Laneing, MI 48908-768G or
check out the Department of nat-

playn. archery, laser fircarms
shooting and much more.

Admission is $8 for adults, $14
for o two-day pass and $3 for
kids ages 11-16. Children 10 and
under will be admitted free. On
Friday Family Night al} youths
15 and under will be admitted
free when accompanied by an
adult. Show hours are 4-9 p.m,
Friday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday
and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday.
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