The Observer & Eccentric/THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2000 -

Don’t expect ‘Scredm 3’ to measure up to the

‘The problem Is that whon tho killer's Identity is
finally revaaied, you'll say, ‘Yeah, CK.’

In Scream, director Wes
Cruven twas credited with rein-
venting the horror genre. In
Seream 3, he swemy intent on
reinventing Scream.

He doesn't.

All the familinr elements aro
in Seream 3. That cast of aur.
«ivors from the first two Sercam
outings returns, it has excellent
production values and the usual
quota of shock =cones, although
the gore factor is disturbingly
low,

This time around the much
put-upon Sidney Prescott is
again targeted by a manine with
the pale melting mask and black
cloak. Naw, however, she lives in
secluded northern California
where she works for a criois hot-
line.

So who is the killer? Could it
poasibly be Sidney herself, driv-
cn over the odge by the ghost of

Imogine her surprise when the
kitler calls her. That sendas hor
packing to Hollywood whore the
production of Stab 3: Return to
Woodsboro, the mythical reflee-
tion of Scream 3, in boing filmed.
Shoe linka up with Dewoy Riley,
the Barney Fife-ish cop in the
two porvious Screams, who now
is serving as a technical adviser
on Stab 3.

Dewey had called Sydney
when cast membera began turn-
ing up with multiple puncture
wounds. Sidney and Dewey join
forces with a hard-boiled homi-

cide detective to track down the
killer.

Craven lota ua know in the
first few minutes that this is not
going to be an ensy rido. Cotton
Weavor, Sidney’s savior in the
lnst film and now the hoat of hia
own TV talk show called 100%
Cotton, is quickly dispatched
along with his girlfriend. It's
Craven’s way of saying expoct
the unexpected. Ho keeps ham-
mering that this is tho third part
of o trilogy and in the final chap-
ter, anyone ean get killed — even
the star.

or ious dead mother who
koop renppoaring? Or ia it some-
ono out of contral casting? Just
keop in mind, aa is pointed out in
ths film, trilogies end where they

begin.

The problem is that when the
killer’s identity is finally
revenled, you'll say, “Yeah, OK”

Indecd, there is a tired feel to
this wholoe film. Seream shone
with its clever dislogue and the
incisive manner in which Craven
set trapa for the audience by sec-
ond guessing what we were
thinking, fileting the plot right
in front of us and twisting clich-
ea to make them fresh. He left us
reeling.

Here he loaves us yawning.
There are far too many jump-
atarta shacks of someone popping
out of the background. Peaple
apend an awful lot of time flee-
ing down dark hatlwnys with the
killer steps behind, And as for
that big knife, overy time the
killer raises it it mokes a
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hwing sound that would set
Wayne and Garth drooling.

Scream 3 doos have its
moments. Hellywood horzor leg-
ond Forrest J. Ackerman hos a
cameo o8 does Carrie Fisher,
looking a feng ways from her
Princess Lein doys. And the cast
is uniformly excellent with Neve
Campbell as Sidney, Courtney
Cox Arquette as the bitchy TV
reporter and especially Parker
Poacy, who is supposcd to be
playing the Arquette character
in Stab 3, if you can follow all
that. Posey and Arquette make o
terrific team.

No need to 'Scream’ again: Left to right, Parker Posey,
Courtney Cox Arquette and David Arquette star in
Craven’s third stab at scaring movie audiences in tlxe

Dimension Films release.

Only vetoran actor Lance
Henriksen, who excels in these
type of films, ia short-changed
with fer too ymall a role.

There are occusional aparks in
the dialogue like when the bimbo
actress whines that the shower
scene she has to do has been o
cliché since it was firat used in
Vertigo. Try Psycho, Only once
does the film attain any sense of
eeriness, which occurs when Sid.
ney walks onte the still and
darkaned sct recreating her
house in Woodsboro, where the
“actual” murdera occurred.

But too much of the film is

contrived and tired. The lock
picking acene is truly ludicrous,
And just how many timea can
you clonk somebody the head
and still not hurt him/her?

The most insightful line about
this film was actually delivered
in Scream 2 when a character
noted that sequels are never as
good os the original. While
Scream 3 is a definite atep up
from Scream 2, it's time to retire
the franchise.

But that may not be, as
Craven literally has left the door
apen for Scream 4.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Scheduted to open Friday, Fev, 11

THE BEACH

A young Amerlcan sets off on an exotic.
adventura In Thalland, only to discover
1hat the modern-doy paradiss hidos
somo disturbing sccrots, Stars Leonardo
DiCaprio and Robert Carlyle.

THE WHOLR NINE YARDS

Nicholas *02" Qseransky I5 8 nice den-
st living in suburban Montreal, His new
nelghdor Jimmy “The Tultp® Tudeskl Is o
hit mpn In hiding. Oz and Jimmy fing

¥ themselves with something In common,

someona’s trylng to kill them. Stars
Matthew Perry, Bruce Willis nnd Rosan-
na Arquette.

SNOW DAY

Chovy Chasa, Chrls Eliot, Pom Gricr and
{ggy Pop ster In this family comedy
about possibliities, fricndship and young.
love. A fovesick teenager docisres his
affection for the gin of his droams, a

downtrodden employee defies his tyran- *

nical employer, o 10-year-old tocklaa the
scariest vlllaln of hot iife and pisstic
octlon dolis suddenly come to life. Or do
thoy? Anything can happen on a $nowy
day.

THE TIOGEIR MOYIR

When no one wants to play with him,
Tigger goes on a quest to find his femity
20 ho can bo with other tiggers, only to

‘Isn’t She
cast have

BY JoN KATZ
SPECIAL WRITER

There will be comparisons
between “Ian't She Great” and
“Man on the Moon.” Both are
biopica, And that's where the
comparison should end,

Jim Carrey's homage to comic
enigma Andy Kaufman was a
performance-and-a-halfl. The only
enigma about the story of shock-
achlock author Jacqueline
Susann is why Bette Midler and
Universal folt that anyone would
be interested.

Not that the womun who per-
petrated the publication of “Val-
oy of the Dolls,” “The Love
Machine” and "Once is Not
Enough” didn't lead a life worth
telling. She was, in her time, the
best-solling novelist of ull timo.

discover that Winnie and the gang are
fis true family.

HOLY SMOXE

Exclusively at the Landmark Matn Art
Yheatre. A young womed is “rescued”
from an Indian Guru by hor concorned
farily, and turns ber follow-up encoun-
tera with a deprogrammer into an all out
battie of the sexes. Stors Kote Winsiet,
Harvey Keitel and Pam Grier.

Tigger
and Com-
pany:
Winnie *

to open Friday, Feb. 18

THE WHOLK NINR YARDS

Nicholas *0z° Oseranksy Is a nice den-
tist living In suburban Montreol, His new
nelghbor, Jimmy *The Tulip™ Tudeskl is a
hit inan in hicing. Oz and Jimmy find
themselves with something In common,
someona’s trying to ki) them and they
haze to find a way to work together to
avold untimely ends. Stars Matthew
Perty. Bruce Willis, Rosanna Arquotte
and Kevin Pollack.

Great’ — Bette and

some good

Author's story:

Bette Midler and Nathan
Lane star in “Isn't She
Great,”

on over manager-husband Irving
Mansficld's (Nathan Lane) head,
and the rost ia history. The failed

She changed the way books aro
keted and ibuted

as much to mid-60's pop culture
as go-go boots. All this while bat-
tling breast cancer, denying the
severity of hor autistic son's con-
dition and koeping both a socret
from the public.

Today’s moviegoers, however,
don't care any more about Jackie
Susann than they do about, well,
go-go boota.

*All I know about are aging
stare, hopeful hockers and peo-
ple popping pille and nobody
writea bocks about that,” says
Midler as Susann. The light goes

actress st d her way into
her prized spotlight by putting
personality above ability.

No ability? Plainly that wasn't
80. She may not have been able
to put an English sentence
together on paper, but she cer-
tainly knew what to say. “It’s like
nvcrhuanng gossip in the Iadies

" is one reader’s review of
“Dol .® “Tt's tke ‘Gone ¥ ith the
Wind,’ only filthy” gushes Irving.

But “Isn’t Sho Great” is pretty
much Betto being Bette, and wo
must take it on their word that
she and Jackie walked and deliv-

moments

ered rim shot punchlines the
same way. The scroenplay by
Paul Rudnick (*In & Out”™) geta
into a atandard rhythm early on
and never strays from the sitcom
pattern. Susann talks to God by
way of n tree in Central Park,
bullying him like everyone clse
(*C'mon, get on the phono and
raake mo famous!”).

Nathan Lane does his one
puppy~dug expression throvgh.
out, but David Hyde Pierce
(*Frazier”) acorea as the prudish
Connecticut Yankee book editor :
who grows to care for Jackic if,
not for her material, Stockard ;
Channing has good moments as -
the boozy best friend, the Vera to
Midler's Mame. Her best:
moment is a silent one, walking |
into the hoapital room and see-
ing Jackie on her deathbed. John -
Clecse is wasted as the book .
publisher. .

If you lived through the 60y, ;
however, you'll enjoy a torril :
impression of Truman Capote by -
Sam Street; a faithful recreation |
of those wild op-art clothes and
colors, right down to the type-:
writers in the publishing house; -
and note that singer Steve:
Lawrence is played by Steve & |
Eydie's son David, .

But basically it's a “who cares”
bio that will earn a brief blip on
the big screcn and a one-way .
ticket to videoville.




