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Plgeon drop: Greed or gulllblllty?

continuously tell Cr
our children not WATCH
to go with
strangers, not to
“tatk to

strangers. We
do this in order
to protect them

m harm,
."rq: parents
do. this for
approximately Mca"ﬂuuc'[
20 years or until a7
the childron are

out on their own. Sometimes
after that too! ‘Therefore, it baf-
fles me why an adult would go
with & perfect atranger and fall
proy to their various scams, one
of which recnntly happened —

0

It is \mcertain whether greed
or gullibility takes over. The
pigeon drop dates back 400
years; this is perhapa tho oldest
tnd most common swindle.
Bvery year thousanda of people
report incidents of criminal

ince the money was cbtained
lllanlly, the ntmrm seas no
reason why they Ahou{dn‘t koep
it. He suggests, however, they
wait a fow days whils he checks

-nummmunnwmy

takes over. The pigeon drop dates

back 400

mmc.mmm-umnm

to see if the palice ara investigat- MoN swindie.

ing. One of the imp s then

suggests that as an act of good

faith, each of the three put up HOW TO AVOID THIS SWINDLE: repairs to items such as furnacea

$6,000. Usually the scammers & Be sure the amount charged or water heaters,

drive the mark to his bank; he's agrees with your sales slip. NOW TO AVOID THIS SWINDLE:

the firat to put up his “good M Count your changs. B Check out unkpown con-

faith” money. M Havo o rough idea of what tractors with the Botter Busi.
In the most recent case, the your total bill will be and how  ,.us Bureau prior to signing any

ecammers drove the victim to the much change you should receive.  contracts or verbally agreeing to

bank and waited in the car for THE $12.98 BRICK: have services performed.

his return, One of the imposters  Thia swindle depends upon the B Be sure all promises of the

then wrapped the victim’a monoy
and “$75,000° (folded up news-
papers) in a black bandanne,
tied it up and put it in the vic-
tim's glove box. The impostor
then told the victim not to open
it until tomarrow morning. The
victim indicated that after driv-
ing away he became cuncerned
stopped to open the b:

victim's willingnesa to help his
neighbor. A porson dressed as a
deliveryman arrives at the vic-
tim’s door with a package
addressed to a neighbor. He
explains that the neighbor is not
home and asks the victim to
accept tho package. By paying
the $12. 95 C 0.D. charge and

only to find that his monocy was
gone and nll he had was fnlded
! The vietim

fraud, It is d that for
each reported swindle, two more
go unreported because the vic-
tims are too embarrassed to
admit they've been swindled.

* Although con artists prey on
the elderly, anyone can ba vic-
timized

by their sch Your

ed to the police depnnmont to

file n report.
HOW TO AVOID THIS SWINDLE:

M Never expect something for
nothing.

I Do not turn money over to

‘only defonse egainst these pro-
. feasional smooth-talkers is to be
aware of their tactica.

There are several variations to
this scheme, but all prey on the
victim's greed. A typical scenario
involves two con artists. The
first approaches the mark (vic-
tim), engaging him in idle con-

+ versation. The second rushes up,
excited over having just “found*
an envelope containing $30,000.
Also in the envelope is a note
stating the monoy is a pay-off on

; & big drug deal. After debating
whether to return the money,

, the con man calls a friend who is

' an *attorney,” for advice.

3 who p iso & sub-
sumtlul gum ll n minimal mk
Vory few 1

the vic-
tim will xnve hu neighbor from
waiting in long lines at the Post
Office. When the nmghbor
arrives home and the package is
opened, it is discovered that the
victim has paid $12.95 for a
three-pound brick.
HOW TO AVOID THIS SWINDLE:

M Accopt packages only if
they’re prepaid or you have been
apecifically nsked to do so by a

require cash.
B Banks may consider posting
*pigeon drop” material to give to
someone that they think may be
victimized,

Listed bolow are some other
schemes that shauld be avoided.
OVER-RING O SALES:

W A dishonest atore clerk can
combat personal inflation prob-
lems by taking advantage of
customer's carelegsness, Over-
charging or shortchanging n cus-
tomer can put money in his pock-
et

HOME IMPROVEMENY SCHIMES
Huma improvement frauda are

salesman arc written into the
agresment.

M Don't be pressed into sign-
ing a contract.
v+ B Obtain cost estimates from
sevoral reputable wntn:tun‘

B Never sign o
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certificate until the work is com-
pleted to your satisfaction.
POSTAL FRAUD

Using the mail mervices for
fraudulent purposes is in viola-
tion of Federal Law, yet each
year Americans Jose $395 million
to such schemes. Perhaps one of
the cruelest awindles  preys upon

The Farmington Area PTA
Council is hosting ita annual
PTA Founders' Day Dinner on
Thuraday, February 24. This
yoar the dinner will be held at
Vlndmn 28126 Grand River in

Hills.

thoss who are a recent
death, From death notices, the
con artist obtains information
ahout the deceased. Based on
this, he senda

Tho purposs of the evening is
to recommit to the goals set out

P’I‘A Councﬂ hosts annual dmner

by PTA’s scross tho nation ini
supporting the education of chil-\’
dren. The evening will begin Al‘
7 pam.

Tickets, priced at $25, may bf.:~
obtained by calling Janet Holm -

Feb.18 ot 248-653-2721. &

H
bills to the family, Often thela

bills are paid without
thor common frauds mvolvo
ing orders for ist

Tha following students from

averyl costing
Americans more than 3500 mil
lion a year. There are many dif-
ferent ways people can ke taken
in by unscrupulous contractors.
Offers to make a home a “show-
model” for a very low prics usu-
ally costs more than a legitimate
contractor would charge. Anoth-
er common tactic is to try to
scara peoplo into having need-
less repoirs made. Scare tactics
work particularly well for

products, chnin lettors, nnd
affers to trace family trees.
HOW TO AVOID THIS SWIHOLE:
B Verify all questionable bills.
B Contact the Better Busi

Far have carned a spat
on ths fall dean’s liot at Scheol-
craft College: Elma Basaric,
Shirley Rayoma Davis, JefTrey

DEAN'S LIST

Stephen Mehall, Padma Surcsh’*

riede, Tony Omar, Sanchez;.
Eupmnn. and Kimberly Ann;.
Wignicwaki.

Bureau hefore ordering from an
unknown firm.

Juliet McGlinch is a erime pre-
vention apecialist with the Farm-
ington Kills Police Department.
For more information, coll her at
473-9640, ext. 637.
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SUNDAYS B8AM-3PM
316 East 11 Mile Road (248) 548-8822
SPECIAL THEME DAY FEBRUARY 13: DEPRESSION GLASS
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GETTING A BONU
GetAn
On Every Fur

From The
Dittrich Family!
Holds Any Fur
Until
March 10, 2000!

s £S5
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Extra 25% Bonu$
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