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Think ahead: For all you
procrastinators out there,
don’t forget that tomor-
row is Valentine’s Day

and it comes only once a
year.

Meet: The Hills City
Council will talk about a
Brownfield Development
Authority at 5:30 p.m. at
city hall.
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Hearing
adjourned

By Joxt Huzec
BTAR? Vi
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Prosccuting and defense
utlerneys in the trial of Harold
Duvid Bloam agree it's time to
formally determine whether the
52-year-old Farmington man
was insane when he allegedly
02t7ubb9d hig sister to death Dec.

Judge Marla Parker
adjourned Bloom's preliminary
hearing, held Fridny in 47th
District Court, until the state
tes o
tion to confirm a private psychi-
atriat’s finding that Bloom
meets the criteria for a plea of
insanity. He in charged with
first-degree premeditated mur-
der in the death of Susan Carol
Disner, 53, of Farmington Hills.

Parker ngreed to n tentative
date for a follow-up hearing nt
8:30 a.m. March 24.

“If the court receives a copy of
the report prior to that time, we
will be in touch with counsel to
schedule a hearing within five
days,” Parker said, noting that's
what the law mquired.

According to Farmington
police, Bloom called 911 from

Ploase sce BLOON, A

It’s time to ﬁnd a bargam
: in today’s’ .

.. HomaTown Classifieds!
L]

8 It’s been lmpwn for
awhile, but former Hills
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi made
it official: he’s nmnlng for
the state H ouse,

By JoNt HUBRED
BTAFY WRITER

jhubred®oc homecorm.net

Charm, '

That's how Dompcmhc legislative
candidate Aldo Vagnozzi plans to over-
come the Farmington/Farmington Hills
aren’s almost overwhelmingly Republi-
can Jeaning.

Vagnozzi kicked off his campaign for
atate representative Thursday, with
coffee and biscotti at Cofe Cortina in

377TH DISTRICTY

Farmington Hills, an event attended by
about 30 of his most ardent supporters.

“He wants to do for you in Lansing
what he has always done for you in
Fi Hills," said man-
ager Vicki Barnett, who served with
Vagnozzi on the Hills City Council. “He
will meet the necds of those he was
elected to serve.”

Prompted by the izsuo of *home rule™
to run against the incumbent, Republi-
can Andrew Raczkowski, Vngnnul said

kers have d a steady

run their own communities. In particu-
lar, he cited a bill he said would have
prevented Farmington Hills from
enforcing a “strict” tobacco ordinance
designed to prevent sales to minors.

“That fight is why my campuign is
solidly backed by our own two city gov-
ernments,” Vagnozzi said.

Barnett snid threequarters of Farm-
ington and Hills elected officials have
publicly supported Vagnozzi’s cam-
paign. He served on the Hills City
Council for 12 years, four of those s
mayor, .

Vagnozzi was particularly proud of
how local officials led the fight against

assault on local governments’ rights to

Please scc ANNOUNCE, AB

\;"”*:;4.5«\

Sun

Service: Pal[bearers carry the casket of Red Wing hockey great Sid Abel from Heeney-
uist Funeral Home in downtown Farmington Friday morning. A portion of
Farmington Road was closed for the funeral procession.

Saying goodbye

RTATT PUoTuA BY BUL Dursirx

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
BTAFY WRrTER

Wing player, manager,

“Boot Nose,”

Family, friends and hockey stars
alike paid their last respects Friday
to 8id Abel, a former Detroit Red
end
announcer known by the nickname

Sidney Gerald Abel, 81, of Farm-
ington Hills was laid to rest at Glen
Eden Cemetery in leoma {ollow—

Hockey greats remember
- legendary Sid Abel

in Canada and died Feb. 8 at Bots-
ford General Hospital,

Abel represented the Detroit Red
Wings for a good part of the past
60 years aa a player, coach, general
manager and broadecaster,

He played for 12 scasons with
the Wings and achieved fame as a
membor of Detroit's “Production
Line” of the 19508 that included
Gordie Howc. and Ted Lindsay, He
was ind d into the NHL Hall of

ing a funeral at H

Funeral Home ih downtown Farm-
ington. He was born Feb. 22, 1918,

Fame in 1969.

T Ploasc see ABEL A8

Budiies: Gordie Hotwe and
Bill Gadsby talk following

the service.

APY PBOTU 8T BALL BATIUR
Announced: Aldo Vagnozzi's
announcement was
accompanied by coffee and
biscotti, an Italion cookie.

Wedded
bliss
begins at
city halls

By JONI HUBRED
BYAFY WRITER
jhubreditoe.homecomm.net

Of all the services offered by eity gov-
erpment - things like strect sweeping,
pothole repairs, park maintenance and
cleaning up goose druppings — onc
more than most reflects the true,
romantic spirit celebrated on Vaien-
tinc's Day.

As allowed by
law, mayors in
I 5 ?
SR LT 1 both Farmington
o L and Farmington

Hills have the
authority to unite
loving couples in
the bonds of holy
wedlock. But ¢ach
bas a very different take on bow that
authority should he used.

“It was kind of hard for me to do at
first,” admitted Hilly Mavar Nancy
Baten, explaining she' something of @
traditionalist when it comes to mar-
riage. “But I think they're entitled to
this service by their city.”

Qver the course of severn) mayoral
terms, Bates has married about 15 ¢
ples. Some have been city employees,
others were mixed-faith couples who
chose to avoid the entire question of
religious ceremony.

Some couples choose to have bath
civil and church ceremonices, a practice
common in forcign countries, Bates
said. Whether the couples have been
outfitted in full wedding regalia or T
whirts and shorts, she hns enjoyed
every ceremony.

When it comes to romance, though,
one couple more than most stands out
in her memory. They were older folks,
and Bates could sce how much in love
they were by the way they held hands
and the looks in their eyes.

“I think you have to be really lonely
once to apprecinte how wonderful it ix
to have somvone in your life who loves
only you,” Bates gaid.

Marrying peaple by the picturesque
fountain in front of city hall is one of

Pleasc sco BUSS, AG

,’.’f"“.

Goodwﬂl and faith take her to Africa malaw

BY Kn'rm Nmm

Wh:n Farmington resident Sharon
Davis visita Africa at the end of Febru-
nry. it won’t be to buy souvenirs, to go

a?,(:rl or to celebrate Black History
Moan
Bho's going to visit Malawi to por-
form service work for the Lions Club
and to meet others who share her reli-
gious faith, Bha'i. She and three travel-
ing companions plan to help donate

for the Lions.

Located north of Mozambique in
southeast Africa, Malawi isn't rogarded
as h; ::L tuveluduﬁnuﬁnn, aaid Davis,
wl g2n ta nglnﬁmlrhdruxl
this week to pmp-u. Malawi doesn't
have th:h u!‘u‘:ll eppeal of Tanzania and
Kanya, the In
Africs,

I'“ldy‘ Dick Carvel delwerzd a
box of used eyeglasses from the

anization to
r and Sharon

lucal Lions o
Betty Alexa
Davis,

Egypt. And she said don't even think
lbnnl nklnglﬁ dip in scenic Lake

Malawi - it’s of enough parasites to
make the uninitiated sick.

Parasites nnd deadly discases aside,
Davis said she's looking forward to her
trip to Malawi, which won't be her first
trip abroad. So far she's visited South
Africa, Botswana, Mauritius, lsrael
and Mexico. She would like to viait
Europe and West Africa in the future.

‘The driving force behind her travels
ia her desire to meet and help people
combined with an insatiable wander-
lust. She said she was also particularly
drawn to the "smiling faces and happy
hearta” phrase used to describe Malawi

facts

A Isndiocked African country
locsted in southeastern Africa
and is roughly the size of
Penntylvanin, Lake Malawl, formerty called
Lake Nyass, takes up most of the Country's
eastern border.
* Pogulation: 10,000,418
* Capltal: Lilengwe, popuistion 260,000
* Largeat city: Slantyre. popuation 399,000
* Langages: English and Chichews
* Religdons: Christian, 76 percent:

istam, 20 percent

pla,

“I want to be a part of that,” Davia
said. “I also want to meet some more
Bha'i fricnds in that part of the world.”

Flexibility and adaptability are vital
traits to have when viniting forcign
lands, Davis said.
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. Tobacco, sugar cane, catton
and tes

© Natwrsl rescurces: Limestone, uzanium,
coal and bauxtte
» Rxporta: Tovezca, coffes, tea, suger,
peanuis and «ood products

* Major traviing pertners: United Kingdom,

. United States, Japan and Germany
Soucr: Toms Avmanac 2000




