Musical couple
celebrate the
arts together

? his Valentine’s Day Fern and

Paul Barber will not only cele-

brate their love for ench other,
but also their passion for the arta. In
the last 33 yenrs, this husband and
wifv duo have helped raise tho aware-
ness of music, danee, theater and the
visual arls in the communitics of
Farmington and Farmington Hills;
and they have
no intention of
stapping.

Fern, who
chairs the Farm-
ington Aren Arta
Commission,
ond Paul, music
coordinator for
Farmington
Public Schaols,
continue to add
color to the Jocal
acene. One of
their projects is
the annun! Fine
Arty Festival
Sunday-Sunday,
April 30-May 7,
in Farmington. A
gala on Satur-
day, April 29,
kicks off the arts
extravaganza.

“Take art, theater and dance out of
the world and it would be a pretty
drab place,” snid Paul Barber. "Art
touches all of pur lives.”

Paul Barbor

Whirlwind romance

It seoms only nasural that the acta
would be instrumuntal in bringing the
Barbers together. Fern and Paul met
in Elizabeth Green's violin clags nt
the University of Michiinn, and waat-
ed no time joining forces to instill a
love of music in young and old alike.
They geadunted in May of 1966, mar-
ried in August, and by September
were tenching music in the Farming-
ton Public Schoola,

Somewhere in tho midat of this
whirlwind, they founded the Farming-
ton Community Band. Since that
time, they've been supporting not only
music, but all forms of art in the
Farmington arca.

Fern, o former president of the
Farmington Musicale, has served on
the Farmington Area Arts Commis-
slon for 19 yoars, The commission,
with funding fror the citien of Farm-
ington snd Farmington Hills, is able
to carry out a number of programs,
including hestowing an annual artist-
in-residence award since 1976. An Art
to the Schools program allows teach-
era to choosa an artist to visit stu-
dents in the clasaroom. The arts com-
mission also funds nlf of the awarda
for Farmington Artists Club exhibits,
student art awardy, and an aword
given by the Farminglon Historical
Society for tho best writing of histori-
eal information about Farmington.
They aluo help support the Farming-
ton Municule achelarship awards.

*It's 2 wonderful experiences to bo
involved with the arts,” said Fern,
“Either you're meeting some now
rusicians or teachors, I'm always
learning something new.”

Paul, in his position with the Farm-
ington Public Schools, “has to keep 38
music tenchers happy.” But in eddi-
tion to overseeing the installation of a
new keybonrd MIDI lab for music
tenchers, ho was involved with build-
ing a state-of-the-art TV studic at
North Farmington High School, and
instituting a dance program, the firat
of threw at Farmington high achools.

Paul nlso supporta visual art and
theater, and has worked as a partner
with the Detroit Dance Collective for
tha Iast three years. He also initinted
a fine arta camp for clomentary and

., middle school students. The camp,
which will be held July 10-21, will

! ! 10 pervpnt nationally.
Dance will add another component,
Htudants have another way of self
Kwe. o & wealth of

;Studénts
Inspired by
dance legend

Studying at the Martha Gra-
ham School of Contemporary
Dance made quite an impression
on Melissa Poli — one sho want-
ed to share with her students at
North Farmington High School.

So when the opportunity arose
to bring the Martha Graham
Dance Ensemble to hor school,
Poli leapéd at the chance. Sha
wanted hibr students to experi-
ence firdt hand how the log-
ondary chorcographer trans-
formed dance in America. Gra-
ham began her journey as a
dancer and chorecographer in
1916.

“It was, a spiritual expericnee
almost,” gaid Pali. *I felt like we
puid homage to Martha Graham
at the school. You could just feel
the history.” .

Rachel Zuckeman
loved “The Lament,”
the secoftd work on
the program. *I
thought it was really
powerful and cool,”
said Zuckeman, a
junior. “They showed
a lot of expression,”
added ‘Bophomore
Kathleen Bendick.

‘The contemporary
dance porformance
was a first for stu-
dents in the dance program at
North Farmingtan High School.

nical ballet and tap, modern
dance iy a world filled with mya-
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Since most were trainedtin clan- ] <Abbott Middle School in Birming-

BTORIES BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN Graham Dance Compuny, Thurs-
E‘;,"" Y’m . day-Sunday, Feb, 17-20, at Music
omin@on-homecomm.nel Hall Center for the Performing

ressed in body-hugging gold | Arts in Detroit.
unitards, their bodics glia- “We've been getting great
tening under the ligh " 80 ble artistic

r s0j
director Kenneth Topping. “For
the younger student, it's an art
form wo're trying to impart to
them. This is a disciplined
approach. This is an all-encom-
pasaing technigue,”

Early morning

The dancers arrived at 7:20 a.m.
to wnrm up before demonatrating
the Graham technique to stu-
dents, and performing three of the
181 works she choreographed.
Topping began the program by
explaining the rigorous training
dancors go through to become a
member of the ensemble or com-
pany. Graham used the principles
of contraction and release as the
foundation for her technique.

Topping learned them from Gra-
ham during the gix years he
worked with her while dancing

— the Martha Graham Dance
Ensemble dashes around the
atage ceremeniously paying trib-
ute to the sun and to
the woman who founded
the company in 1826,
‘The darkened audito-
rium soon erupts into
thunderous applause as
the clectrically-charged
performance sends
surges of energy
through the audience of
students at North
Farmington High
School. The presenta-
tion was one of 13 out-
reach programs offered -
at aren achools, including Weat
Bloomficld High School and

ham.

‘The programs are parl of a two-
week residency, which precedes
four performances by the Martha
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Modem dance: (Top photo) Students in Melissa Poli’s dance classes at North Farmington express
their excitempnt over seeing the Martha Graham Dance Ensemble perform. (Middle photo)
Sebastien SdbatierCurial and Penny Diamantopoulou cool down after a performance at North
Farmington High School. (Photo above) Members of the Martha Graham Dance Ensemble demon-
strate the legendary choreographer’s techniques,
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Coloebratlon of dance:
“Appalachian Spring”is onc of
the classic works that will be
presented by the Martha Gra-
ham Dance Companry.

Martha Graham
dancers perform
at Music Hall

BY NICOLE STAFFORD
BPECIAL EDITOR
natafford@oc.homecomm.net

Choreogropher and dancer Martha
Graham may not have the name recop-
nition of, say, Martha Stewart, but she
probably ehould.

Graoham's dance technique, based on
body contraction and relense, truns.
formed modern dance. More important-
ly, her artistic approach and sensibility
helped shape 20th contury expression;
in the lerger realm of modern art, Gra-
ham, who died in 1991, sits beside the
liken of Picasso, Stravinsky, Frank
Lloyd Wright and other artistic forces
of the time.

“Her work is almost a self-contained
history of modern art,” said Christine
Dakin, associate artistic director and
principal dancer with the Martha Gra-
hom Dance Company, which is sched-
uled to perform several of the Pepnsyl-
vanin-born choreographer’s clussic
pieces Feb. 17-20 st Detroit's Music
Hall Center for the Performing Arts.

“Martha’s work spanned 56 yenrs,
during which time she was in the fore-
front of modern art,” snys Dakin, who
grew up in Ann Arbor and studied
dance at the University of Michigan.

Not only did Graham create 18} bal-
lets in her lifetime, she also calisborat.
ed with a wide range of artists, includ-
ing musical compasers Aaron Copelami
and Samuel Boarber, sculptor lanmu
Noguchi and actor und director John
Houseman.

That's one of the reasons why anyone
with an intereat in modern art ought to
experience Graham's choreography
firsthand, suys Music Hall President
Peggy Tallet. “If you enjoy newer music,
if you enjoy modern art — what Grabam
really does is like mobile aculpture -~
you'll definitely enjoy this”

True to form, the company's Detroit
performances will showease mostly
Graham pieces. Among them, her well-
known Appalachian Spring, which is
set to n Pulitzer Prize-winning score by
Copeland, and Errand Into the Muze,
which takes the Greek myth of Arindne
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WHAT: Martha Graham Dance Company's
American Graham Tour 2000, featuring
classic Graham piec: s such as “Appalachr
an Spring.” set to a Fulitzer Pnze-winning
scoro by Aston Copeland.

WHEN: 8 p.m. Thursdoy-Saturday, Feb. 17
19, ond 3 p.m. Sunday, Febd. 20.

WHERE: Music Hall Cenler for the Per
forming Arts, 350 Madison Ave., Detroit.
TICKATS: $30-40, avaiiabla ot the box
office, (313) 963-2366 or Ticketmaster
outlets, (248) 6456666.

“All That Jazz”
WHATY: The Plymouth Sym-
phony Orchostea tlondy
classical with the sounis
and rhythms of jarz.
WM 8 p.m. Solurﬂ;.
Feb. 18; 7 p.m, precony
cort chat with directon
Non Washburn snd cor-
paser Harold Ferbarman.
Aftarglow horted by tho
Cutback Stosk House,
42871 Ford Road, Conton.
WHERK) Our Lady of Goed
Counsat Chureh, 11
Penaiman, Plymoul:(}

VICKATH: $12 aduits, 510 during his

Plymouth Symphony brings jazz to church
By LINDA ANN CHOMIN

Pete Siers rarely plays with an orchestra
and never in church, But he'll do both when
the Plyniouth b

own trio, Siers hns become a vital member of
the Ron Brooks Trio and the Bess Bonnier
Quartet. His first CD “Thosc Who Choosc to
Swing,” releaned last April, is a hard hitting
jazz rocord in the style u‘f Oscar Petorson.

ita “All That Jnzz” concert at Qur Lady of Good
Counsel Church on Saturday, Feh, 18.

An instructor at Wast C
Callege and the Ann Arbor Academy for the
Performing Arts, Siers will shine on Harold
3 Furberman’s “Cencerto for Jazz Drummer.”
Siers, who ploys regularly with the Bird of
Paradise Orchestra, emerged on the jazz sceno

Orchestra p ' is very
said Siers. “It was originally written as a col-
laborative with Louie Bellson., Although I've
never d the piece, I was excited aftor
hearing it. I'm a huge fan of Louie Bolison.”

Farberman'a four movements run the gamut
of musical styles fram clasaical to jazz,

e third movement is cow bells, wood

block and toy drum,” said Sicrs. The fourth

o yearsat A

senlors/cailege stucedts,
fre0 tor otudents through
irads 12, Ca)l (734) 451
2112 fog rooee Informar
tlon, i °  played

College in Grand Rapids. A native of Saginaw,
he moved to Ann Arbor in 1986 to join the

Eddio Ruas Trio. Throughout tho years, he's 3
with jazz legends such as Mulg 4 o
t Miller and Moze Allisor. In nddition to his - "

haa lata of cadi and a big drum
solo at the end. It's a major picce. The concept
for writing it is to have interaction with the
orchestra with definite rogm for the drummer
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All that Jazz: Pete Siers plays
Harold Farberman’s drum con-
certo with the Plymouth Sym-
phony Orchestra.



