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The 4 “Cs” of buying thg bng “p”

BY ANN FaRits
SPECIAL WRITLR

Sorry guys. Size really does matter At
teast when it comes 1o the dinmond in o
woman's engrement ring,

“Muost of the women enme in
knawing exactly what they want ”

2l Lering, praduste ;u'umln,vn\t Amd
ant manager at Tapper's Jewelers
in West Bloamlield. “In most cases, the
men o along with what the women
want.”

Aside from pleasing his bride-to-be,
the importance of which needs no expla-
nation, the man who buys a Jarger dis
mend is acquiring one of the world's
most highly-prized abjeets. According to
DeBeers, the world’s leading diamond
producer and marketer, larger dia-
monds are a rare phenomenon in
nature. This rarcness exealates o stone's
value in the international dinmond mar-
ket. But size is only one eriterin for eval-
uating o dinmond.

You've probably heard of “the four Cs.”
The term stands for the cut, eolor, carat
weight and clarity of a polished dia-
mond. It's an established set of guide-
hines by which experts and non-experts,
ie. the average dizmond buyer, judge a
cut dinmond. s the combination of
these four characteristics that deter-
mines a dinmend’s value.

A dinmand possessing the rarest qual-
ity in each of the 4 Cs is considered most
caluable: hawever, n dinmond of this
quality may not fit your budget,
Therefore it's up to you, the consumer, to
decide which combination of the four Cs
is important to you and then choose o
diamond accordingly. Depending on
your budget and priorities, the range of
diamonds that fall into the “perfect” ent-
egory can be very broad. or very narraw,

Far Rafh Eurdekian, mannger of
Swiss Jewelers in Southfield, Michigan,
the “cut™ matters most.

“The eut of a dinmwond is the hx”.,awl
hidden  variable  there 87
Eurdekinn, alse a graduate gemologist
and dianmond expert. “l.‘nfortuu:\u-ly.
there's o lot of confusion among con-
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Classic elegance: The Cartier
rolling engagement ring fea-
tures three merging bands of
rose, yellow and white 18K
gold. Available at Carticr,
Somerset Collection, 'hay
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sumers nbout this. When we talk ihout
vut, we're talking about praportion viri-
ations sl optical officiency, not shape
The shape of o stone — whether it be
ronnd, oval, princess or marquis s
completely independent o the cut,
althaugh many pesple aristakenly anex
and mateh those terms"

Accorihing to Furdekian, dinmond cut-
ters have twn choiees when cutting o
rough stone.

“He can cut to maximize weight vieh!
and inerease his profits, or cut to maxi-
mize optical efficieney, which transhites
into s more proper design.”

With well-cut dinmonds, the cutter
plans the angles of the stone so that
light enters through the “crown” (top,
reflects ofl one side of the “pavilion”
tower portion), then the other before
reflecting back up through the crown.

A poorly cut dinmand leaks light
through the bottom if it's cut oo deep
and thraugh the sides if it's cut too shal-
low, resulting in dull, dark spots that
reduce  the  brilliance and  overall
appearnnee of the stone,

Furdekinn says that 95 percent of the
dinmonds in the world market are cut
deep. A deep dinmond weighs more than
a praperly cut diamond, and can bring a
higher price, simply because of its
increased weight, Bottom line - you
could pay more for a diamond that is
actually worth less,

“Carat weight is an important psycho-
logicnl factor,” suys Eurdekinn. "When a
cansumer has n choice between a larger
stone and a smaller stone, it’s only nat-
ural to want the larger stone. But
weight range does not correlute with
appearance in gize, I educate my cus-
tomers about the tmportanee of cheoy.
ing the highest-quality dinmond, based
on the cut. The cut affects every other
characteristic of the dinmond.”

Both Eurdekian and Hering urge con-
sumers to get educated about digmonds
before walking into a jewe {ry store, The
library is a good souree for ;.vmnln;,' al
books; Eurdekian recammenls
“Dinmonds™ by Eric Burton.

There's also the Internet, but much of
the information is very bi il incom-
plote, and Hering is skeptical,

“It's not a bad place o start, bat
there's nu way to be certain of whether
that information is reliable hecause
vou're not dealing with a peeson who
you know you can trust. Deal with a
joweler you trust. ] ean’t emphasize that
ennugh. You lmw to have trust i vour
Jeweler ar you're never going to feel
comfortable buying from them.”

Hering and Eurdekinn alse stress the
importance of dealing with a graduate

gemologist who has credentinls o
organizations such as the Gemological
Institute of Amerien (GIA) or the
International Gemological Institute
UG, both world renowned, non-profit
ednentionnl  resanrees for the pem
industry. A uradu.iw gemolagist can
back up his cloim in writing: if you're
aling with a jeweler unfamilinr to
you, ask to see the paperwork.

Once you've chosen a diamond, maoke
sure you get o grading repaort for that
dismond from a cortified grading labo-
ratory such as the American Gem
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Solitary brilitance: When buy-
ing « diamond, look for the 4
Cs: cut, clarity, carat and color.
Shown here are various cuts
from Greenstone'’s in Birming-
ham.

Society (AGS),  Walk out of the store
with the report in hand; don't aceept
anything that hos to be mailed at o kaer
date.

When vou've found that perfect dia-
mond, it's time ta look far the perfect
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DIAMOND BICTIONARY

Brilllnnce: [nternal and external
reflection of white light to the eye from
a gemstone.

Carat-Weight: Standard mensurement
for dinmond size. One of the 4 Cs.
Clarity: The degiree to which tiny
marks uf nature calied "incluxions® are
present in the dinmond. One of the 4
Ch.

Color: Diamonds range fmm coloviess -

the rarest and most valuable - to yel-

lowish, with n spectrum of shadingm in

between, One of the 4 Ca.

Crown; Tup purt of the diamond above

the girdle,

Cut: Not to be confused with the shape

of u diamond, cut refers to the arTapge-

2‘,’0’“ of n dizmond's facets. One of the 4
A

Firce: I~'1.nhuful‘dxfforont rmnbow ml-

ory yesulting from tho disp
light.
Fluw!eu: Dmnumd mt,houl extemal

or poe
undcr 10X mumnﬁcauon.

Girdle: Circumfercnoe of a diamend
which is vaually held by prongs of »
wetting and scparatese the erown rnd
the pavilicn,

Inclusions: Natural impurities in &
dinmond which were formed during the
crystallization process.

Pavilion: Tho bottom part of the di&
mond below tha girdle.

BShape: Noi to bo confused with cut,
s:\nnpe meons the goometric form d'tbz
stone.

nadummdhmorﬁuuw

‘l‘nble: Top, largest and most h:m:
facet in a dismond.
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