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Do-it-yourself weddings add personal touch to special day

BY KARALYAN OTT
SPECIAL WRITER

In o different era, do-t-yourself wed-
dings might have implied “cheap” or
“interior” — but not in the age of Martha
Stewart, who has made it fashionable
to he handy.

Pick up any issue of Stewart’s quar-
terly Martha Stewart Weddings for
inspiration. The Winter 2000 issue, for
example, includes a report about how
the magazine's food editor made a
fricnd’s wedding eake, ns a gift. In the
smme issue Stewart also mentions that
she, with her mother, made her very
own wedding dress.

Of course, not all of us would want to
do vither of these. And I was more
hoheminn bride than Martha wanna-be,
but still, the woman embaldencd my
finncee and me to think that we could
create a distinctive event by making st
least some of the wedding elements
aurselves (with much help fram family
and friends),

Why do it yourself? Besides incorpo-
rating a very personal feel to the event,
doing things yourself con create more
memorable, and perhaps, better effects
than someone else could,

A word of caution: Doing things your-
self may just spur your creativity,
which can lead to some pretty untradi-

Homespu:

tianal results, We hesitaled early on
when o wedding planner book warned
us that "B ing away from aceepted
conventions may confuse Your guests,
and could even make them feel uncow-
fortable”

We decided that our guests were up
to the challenge. Here are a few ideas (o
help put your vwn signatures into your
wedding:

Plcase come

Who can resist a playful wedding
invitation?

A photo-posteard can provide just the
right hint of the festive celebration to
com,

For the front, find a few good pictures
of you and your fiancee together, per-
haps in a celebratory or amusing pose.
Have a copy center, such as Kinko's,
make posteard-size colar copies of them
on heavy stock paper. (Some good quali-
ty home or office printers might the job,
too, if you hnve digital photo images.)

For the buck, cut a sheet of heavy
paper to postcard size and use rubber
cement to glue it to the photo copy.
Photo labs or office supply stores also
gell stickers that serve us photo post-
card backs,

The invitation’s text will have to be
brief and informative. We announced
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the date, time and place of the event
and included our phone number, c-mail
and Web site addres: i REVPs.

Mail the cards e would a post-
eard, on if vou choose, in an envelope
with an RSVP card and return enve-
lope. Either v your jruests will he
tickled withy a picture of yaur smiling
mugs to remind them of your blissful
event 1o come.

Hint: Check your text's ink for
smudginess, I it does smudge, a local
art supply stare should sell a coating
that will proteet the type during its trip
thraugh the mail.

A favorite thing

Favors can be nne of the nicest ways
to show apprecintion to your guests -
and they can also be among the ensiest
things to handmake, Unless they will
be made of perishable matier, fnvors

- can often be fashioned fairly far in

advance of the wedding.

I was fortunate enough to have a sis-
ter who is a glass artisan. For our
favors, she made small, glass picture
frames that doubled ag place card hold-
crs at our reception dinner.

We took several group photegraphs
throughout the wedding weekend.
Later we ordered wallet-sized copies
(small enough to fit in the frames) of
one of these images and sent a copy to
each guest or couple who attended.

Hint: Check with friends who are
artisans to see what objects they can
create for vour favors. A Web search for
wedding Favors ean also help generate
myvriad idess that any pon-artisan can
create, from magnets to bookmarks.
Picking your posics

Even if i lorist arranges some o8
vour flowers, hand-tade bhouguets ar
cepterpeces e aadd g personad touch
to your celebration.

First, find & Nower market near to
vaur wedding sites An Internet s
can halp locate an out-ol~town market
place. Consider what kind of flowoers
wid greens vou want - and then check
with vendors to make sure they will be
available an your wedding day, or the

R

Ceremony success: Without a
high-cost wedding planner or
the craft mastery of Martha
Stewart, bridal couples can
still put together a spectacular
event given time, talent and a
little extra thought.

day before. Try to order them before-
hand, if possible,

Then, gather sume materials that will
help you assemble the floral decor.
Helpful elements include some balts of
fine ribbon; floral wreap tape and cloth
wire tvailulile at a craft store such as
Franks Nursery and Craltss bouton-
niere pins dind them at a lorist or
eralt <taret i good setar praming ses-
sars and same vises ot clay pots

The (rickiest uaet mnd e thee tone
sinee Howers are nghly persshabie v
var a frieod should e te the areet
thee day betore, ar tine nar aroveuws
wendding, to piek up the tiow

Then there s assembby 1 vow nas
aminble Miends and Gonis, the el
shouldn't be oo arducus, My sister's
partner, along witly my mom, used thew
creative energies and decornting =kill~
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