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Located 4 MIIeS N. of Rochester on Rochester Rd.

Hope chest for today’s bride

BY SANDRA TOLBERT
SPECIAL WRITER

Baffled, betuddled and bewil-
dered, taday’s bride must decide
if she is traditional, contempo-
rary ar simply celectic, Does she
like old-fashioned antigues,
sparkling erystal and ornate
deécor or is she more comfort-
able with the casual, straight
lines af the cvontemporary
made?

Walking into a bhridal
can be an overwhelming ven-
ture for those preparing (o watk
down the aisle of marriage.

Birmingham newlywerd Amy
Young found the expericnce
confusing and the concept
strange. [ totally needed my

mom’s guidinee. AUfirst, 1 was ) goting treasures: Though the term

confused. My mom explained
that 1 should make it special
and than pass it down to my

“hope chest” is passd, family heir-
looms such as Waterford crystal

children. Grandma and grand-  cortinue to be paswtl from genera-
pa bought me all the fine china  tion to generation, Shown here are
because they wanted to be Toasting Flutes, $115 a pair, and a
remembered after they are gone o7, plala $129. Available at Green-

and want the gift passed down
to their grandchildren,” says
Young.

She quickly lenrned some survival
techniques, “Pick out things you love,
stay focused and think about the
future. The salesperson at Hudson's
asked my style and got a feel for what |
needed. She asked a lot of questions,”
she says.

Young's desire 1o make and preserve
memories for the next generation is
akin to the concept behind the hope
chest, a term now foreign to most mod-
ern brides,

Hope chests (nlso called wedding, or
dowry, chests) migrated to America
with the European immigrants. These
claborate and decorated chests were
part of a bride-to-be’s dowry, which is
the sum of money and items given to
the prospective bridegroom. The dowry
concept, hundreds of years old, is rid-
dled with agreements, purchases,
exchanges and ideas that a bride was
property of her father and then future
husband.

The hope chest, usually designed and
built by the futher, was a place to store
and preserve womanly heirlooms,
embroidered linens and houschold
items of sentimental meaning, nnd
went with the bride along with the
dowry into her marriage.

These trunks, handcrafted with intri-
cate painted deaigns often included
wedding dates and the bride’s initials,
and eventually were used as decorative
furniture. In time, the trunk version
evolved into a chest of drawers with o
more utilitarian value.

The hope chest is a reminder of the
way life was before the automobile, air-

stones in Birmingham.

miniature versions, and quickly
beeame popular as the maker of hope
chests in this country.

Jacohson's senior vice-president of
fashion and merchandising strategy
Beverly Rice says, “Today’s brides don’t
store awny things, There is n change in
lifestyles.”

As the concept of the bridal registry
took hold in this country and the need
for o storage chest disnppeared, the
hope chest has become an obscure con-
cept for the American bride-to-be,
although a Lane hope chest is still
available to purchase for that tradition.
al bride.

Rice added, *Brides are more casual,
getting married later in life and
already have accumulated what they
need.” The bridal registry emerged
after the close of the World War I1
according to Rice, who has been in
retailing for 44 years.

Birmingham Juacubson's bridal reg-
istry snles associntes Olga Wolgnt and
Elizabeth Moore agree that the modern
bride does not use the hope chest.
*Most are carcer wamen, They want
things that don’t need a lot of eare,”
says Wolgat.

Toduy they see brides and jrooms
often registering together and choosing
from a varicty of options besides the
tradition crystal stemware, flatware
and fine china. Other choices include
furniture, sporting goods, clectronic
equipment, travel, lawn and gardening
items and cven gifts of money deposit-
ed into an account towartls a morigage.

The bridal regwtry isu bride's pe 1rt|’n

plane and computer. Capturing a young
mirl's drenms and preserving them in
ita cedar lined repository, the chest con-
tinued on in the first half of this contu-
ry as a traditional symbol of matrimo-
nial hope.

In 1929 Lane Co., a US. furniture
manufacturer, begnn to market the
chrst to geadunting women using

lio: Indexed d, and plete
with all the thmg» a bride-to-be never
thinks about. It is their record-keeping
device tracking the comings and goings
of wedding and shower yifts, dupli-
cates, extras and future wishes, It is
the new repository of memories and
hopes: Computerized, digitized, orga-
nized and ready to prepare newlyweds
for the new mitlennium,




