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Online site decrees
my sister a minister

BY Kanal
SPECLAL W

¢ someone they bath knomw well per.
nheir wedding. But what if neither
of vou know a churel le
mayor or justice of the pe:

It masy be time to do <onm carch,

When pl ioour waedding, an
Internet search hidl us to the Univers;
Life Church (ULCHL of Modesto, Califl
The Web site clhnmed that the church
had been in esistence since 1859, had
18 million ministers in eongregations
around the world and aceepted
itua) belies. Their only tenet v
only Ut which is nkhl
L. Best of all...the church offered tn
ordain anyone - on-line?

Woe were suspicious. We then bap-
pened upon the Web site of a ULC mine.
ister, Rev. Lavrie Weber, who performs
weoeddings in and nd Yosemite
tional Park - the site of our planned
coremony. Before Weber hegan perform-
ing rites hersel(, she worked as a court
clerk for a California {vderal judge, As
part of her duties there, she adminis
tered oaths to deputics -— who were
then able to perform wedding ceree
moniex, *1 could do that.” <he thought ta
herself.

Weber gat ordiuned. and has been
performing wedding: over =iX years,
She presided over 52 ceremonies in
1999, She ealls it the t job. “I love
mecting the wide variety of peuple -
s learning fram each one,” she says

She plans to perforny ber brathe
wedding coeremony later this v
Weber's sincerity and apparent sorin
ased our trepidati But the
a couple wore phone calls to

~ within the

TITs

make
1 called the Rev. Brian Empie

Yosemite Conguunity Chureh, which
serves Yosemte Park visitors, “Was
many conducted by o
[ inqu
. .Illllnll),Jl his congr

Yes, he
ton “didn’t promote
My fievr el lwd with the county

clerk’s ofliee 1o California and the ULEC

L

rot the OR from them s well oo the
uption was i go. But who would we
ask?

Family was clearly o top choee We
praposed the ide to my yom :
She graciously aceepted the chally
read up on the ULEC and got ordan
i matter af days, She performed our
ceremony deftly and besutifully, We (et
traly blessed.

This process certainly won't he for
evervone, Yet there are other rontes to
having o friend or finnly member
your woedding official - or sulemn
tiom authority, as it is Toemadly termed.
The rules depend on where the wed-
ding ceremony will be held. Some
states, sueh as California, allow deputi-
zation of lay persans. Others allow a [y
puerson to hecome st justice of the peace.
In Michigan, marriages may he sal
emnized by judges, district court magis
trates, mayors, county clerks ¢
dent
In most cases these
only perform ceremonies within the
area of their jurisdiction,

Tuo verify the legality of your allici
ol chuiee, cheek with the county ¢
where the coremony will be held. Some
may require a solemnization authority
to register before perfurming the sere-
vice,

Na matter who performs your cere.
mony. and how they ge about gaining
that authority - do your research.
Michigan Taw. for example provides
xumlt'lm'.mm penalties for persons who
e, o attempt to sol-
CIINIZe L mErriage, knmsxn), that they
are not lawtull

Bue if _\ " able work it ont. hav-
ne you know pmhnlu your

The ULC can be jound  ut:
e afenet. See MOCL 3317 and MSA
95,7 for mere pnfurmation on Lot s
ahant Mice /uum sedeangrizinteon ithort
tres and ML FoAG and MSA
for penalties pertare g to theat antfiors:
Iy

All in the famlly The bride’s sesten Lestor readds I/'u -uIl/’/n N .1

ding vowes, Lestiv weas ordutned aompnister vi the Internet
thronsdy Universal Lige Charele i Madesto, Calipornia,
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