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: o Your first home together should
- e Blled with Tove, happiness and...
' turniture. Whether you're just
starting aut or tying
combine two howcholds, Art Van
can help you put your home
together wich style.

It’s casy. Register at any Are Van
store or online ac artvan.com,
Receive a free gift and
wedding registry packape complere
with valuable savings coupons, Your
friends and family may purchase
First Home Together Gilt
Certificates in any denomination
that may be redeemed toward your
selected merchandise,

ART VAN FURNITURE
12 lacations in Metro Detenit
K10.939.0800

artvan.com
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' The Biggest. Best
BRIDES-TO-BE
SHOWS AND
$10.000
DREAM
WEDDING
GIVEAWAY!

Register at
Brides-To-Be shows
SISO
Don't Miss the Biggest
Event of 2000
Sunday. February 27, at
12:30 p.mt.
Excalibur Banquet Center
Sunday. March 19 at 12:30
Northficld Hilton - Troy
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TICKETS: $7.00 WITH ADVANCE RESERVES
$8.00 AT THE DOOR

CALL BRIDES-TO-BE AT 810-228-2700

Emall: brides2bedcInel.net \k.lnlt: www.beides-lo-be.com

Rite of passage gives
moms time to reflect

BY SANDRA TOLBERT
SPECIAL AWRITER

Hlow dacs o mother
wirl walk down the ma
of her lile and into the world of some-
otte else? How ix it possible to eut that
symbiotic cord with love and tender-
ness and just Job o - hoping, praying,
waiting for her to hecome all that you
know she can be?

For the bride and her maother it is
more thun preparing for o wedding. It
is nkin to 2 sacred dance - a ritual way
of letting go and bonding: a mother's
affectionate furewell and a daughter’s
entry into anather journey of her life.

Traditionally, the planning of this
rite of passnge into the world of matri-
mony is women’s work, While men
remain relatively silent in the planning
stages, the women bustle, fuss, arga-
nize, reorganize and sometimes fume.

Mothers and daughters bond togeth-
er over fine china, starched linens, glit-
tering crystal and all the fine details
that women are sup-
pose to care about.

atch hm tetle

Daughters seek
maternal guidance
over guest  lists,

menus, etiquette and
that fairy tale wed-
ding dress, while
mothers wait to be
asked the difference
between fine and
casual flatware, cook-
ware styles, color
schemes and ticred
wedding cakues,
Preparing, plianning
and erganizing are a
woman's thing and
for “ges have

W “Don’t try and substi-
tute your tastes for
what your daughter
might like. Be there for
what your daughter
asks and don't take
over. It Is your daugh-
ter's wodding. Be sup-
portive. Don’t got ty.
stressed out, relax and
enjoy it and then every-
one eise will.”

Linda Bloch,
—Muother-of-the-bride

“Our relitionship deepened as a
result of the phinning and my emotion.
t of the most nportant event
W talked o lot, We always
had good communieation. She valued
y apinions on whiat io wear and the
menu. [twas a perleet day” says Hughe
es.

For both maother and daughter the
rite of passage was perfeet and they
wouldn't change one thing about the
wedding plans vr their clearly tender
relationship.

Neither would the 30-year-old Birm-
ingham bride Amy Young, who recently
planned her elegant Jewish wedding
rich with coremonial symbolism includ-
ing the traditional chair lift danee of
the bride.

Youny relived her true fairy tale wed-
ding by saying, “Mom and | planned
the whole thing. She gave me a ton of
space and supported my decisions or
supgrested what Twasn't sure about.”

Youny deseribex her plans for pas-
e into marringe as
rich with mother-
daughter bonding.
Calm and enthusias.
tic, she related how
the  preparations
were made by her
mather und herself as
a fifty-Afty deal, cach
taking their fair
share of responsibili-
Two  bonded
wamen, one older and
one younger, taking
an the grand tnsk of
an opulent fete for
280 guests.

“Mom  never

remnined the medinum
by which women bond and understand
cach other.

Heekley bride Brigitte Murray wanld-
n't change one thing about her rela-
tionship with her mother, and when it
cime time to prepare for her 1998 wed-
ding it only got better. Through the
questions and answers, seeking and
organizing they grew closer, And what
was even better, they both recognized
and treasured the moments.

“My mom was always available to
talk ang help as needed. I value her
opinians ahout finances, clothes, just
about anything. It brought us closer
together,” says Murray.

With a gleam in her blue eyes, the
27-year-old petite blend described her
mother as comforting, supportive and
always available to discuss menus and
shop for that specinl dress at Somerset
Collection. The wedding was a small,
relaxed ceremony on the deck of her
mother's home, the place where Mur-
ray spent most of her life gathering
happy memories. It was o strikingly
discrect celebration of marringe vows
immersed in homespun warmth.

Her mother Marjoriec Hughes also
regarded the ritual planning with her
daughter as another itive t

seemed stressed, she
took eare of little
details .md was serious about major
decisions,” added Young is she engerly
described their nuiny shopping excur-
swons including choosing o wedding
rown, cake seleetion, trips 1o the bridal
registry, batiraom decor, garden and
flower decisions,

Mother of the bride Lindua Bloch dis-
covered the secret to her daughter’s
heart and offered some tips on how to
successfully help your davghter plan a
wedding: “Don’t try and substitute your
tustes for what your daughter might
like. Be there for what your daughter
asks and don’t toke over. 1t is your
daughter's wedding, Be supportive.
Don’t get stressed out, relax and enjoy
it nnd then everyone else will”

Bloch's formula for a congenial moth-
er-dnughter relationship worked. She
added, “it brought us very close.”

Oddly enough, the very act of letting
go createn the space for honding
between little girla and moms: Between
mothers and their growing, stretching,
renching daughters.

It is a bittersweet struggle for moth-
era to let go of that little girl in order to
greet her as a woman and best friend.
And it is o sweet revelation far her

in her daughter's journey towards self
discovery which brought them closer.

hter aa she beging to discover her
own selfhood and meet her new bent
friend - her mother.



