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House Bill 4777, which he said ia
still alive in committee, though
Raczkowski haa naid it’s doad.
Tie-barred to several other pro-
posed laws, it would have stan-
dardized certain ordinances
regarding businssses statewide,

Surprised by Raczkowski's

ublic statements that he favors

ocal control, Vagnozei said,
“That's liks Jesse Jamen anying
he was in support of the banking
induatry, or the Boston Stran-
gler claiming he put his arm
around his victims to show them
affection”

Councils from both citics have
joined & statewide petition drive
for a ballot questian that would
require & “super majority” bafare

Why: Aldo Vc i tells the 3

nny stote law is paseed that
affects local ordi owev.

elucﬂnn in the 37th District,
Xi has said he intends

or, Ractkowski argues, what'a in
the best interest of the cities in
not always in the best intereat of
the citizens.

“Local conteul for us is goiting
government out of poaple's livea,
80 they can make their own deci-
sions,” he said Thursday after-
noon. “When n voto comes up
where iU's cities versus citizens,
alde with the citizana.”

to run for what would be his last
term. Ho said it seomed a little
early to start campaigning in
February, when peopla have so
many sther izauez on thoir
minds,

Raczkowaki laughed out loud
when asked for a rasponse to

Vagnozzi's most etrident asaor- .

tions: that hia vote is influonced

. by politicnl ncnor) committee

and that

Raczkowaki idera cities
special interest groups and
pointed out they hire lobbyists to
represent their interesta at the
state capitol.

While he hasn't formally
announced his candidacy for re-

guests at his

announcement Thursday why he is seeking election to

the state House.

Subscribers com

+ Not too long ngo, as I was driv-
{og into work, I heard a little
Quiz on the Dick Purtan show.
Tho caller was asked which
incrensed more over the past
teveral years: prices for airline
Ficketa, aporting events or cable
?

e’

Mn I nearly jumped into the
adio shouting “Cable!® But
, I was wrong, The winner
was nrllna tickets, followed by
sporting events, with cable tak-

up the rear.
We get plenty of calls hore at
the Southwestern Onkland
Cable Commission (SWOCC)

allows them to
charge.

As for the rest
of the channels,
well, Time
Warner can
charge whatever
it wants. The
FCC dercgulat-
ed rates last
April. If its any
consolation, I
just read an
article in Multi-
channel News
that indicated cable operators
are keeping rate increases “mod-

CABLE
CTION

o “Leadership PAC” be estab-
lished has been a vohicle pro-
polling him toward his prenent
poat as majarity loader and, per-
haps, a position as Speaker of
the House.

“Ho can maks it an issue, but
whatever I can do to get Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills a
greater voice in the Legislature
is a good thing,” Raczkowski
anid. “I think we nced to expand
our involvement in politica! elec-
tions.”

The majority of those funds, he
said, comes from eitizena, und
none of the money d d to

Mayor Aldo

District state House seat.

Vagnozzi sent out a letter ask-
ing for an on spond-

Here he Is: Farmington Hills City Caunctlwoman Vicki Barnett introduces former
Vgnozzt a8 he announces his candidacy for the 37th

ing beforv him to ask for project
pp , permits or other spe-

ing Hmits and refusal of PAC
contributions and said Thursday
morning he hadn’t gotten n
r While b i

cial requests.

While his primary concern will
be preserving home rule,
br) n

ter care in nursing homes,

@ Sceing that the Farming-
ton/Farmington Hiils area isn't
shorted as the state examines a
new t'nrmula for funding ronds,

other candidatea comea with any
strings attached. In any case,
Raczkowski pointed out, he could
only serve one more term due to
term limits.

“How can he say I'm using this
to build some power base?” he
commented. *It’s quite illogal to
buy votea. I have alwaya fol-
lowed tho letter and the spirit of
the Michigan Campaign Finance
Act”

tional outlet and the hourly ser-
vice foo. Howover, I'm aure this
doean’t make anyone who has
experienced tho 78 percent rate
hike over the past 10 years feel
any better.

And, since tho Consumer Price
Index measured general price
increasca of 2 percent over the
past year, we're certainly not
thrilled about numbers which
are double that, The trades con-
tinually emphasize that pro-
gramming coata and expendi-
tures for upgrades and new scr-
vicen have skyrocketed recently,

So, what's a cable watcher to

aaid
he responded, his letter didn't
answer the requests di
Absent that agreement,
Vagnozzi acknowledged Thura-
day he would probably accept
PAC donahonu, but only from
that rep
loca! citizens. He said he would
continue the policy he estab-
lished when running for local
office, of not nccepting donations
from anyone who might be com-

vice, Although there is no direct
cable corapetition in this market,
there are other places ta turn. In
{act, the cable industry has
received some competitive pres-
sures from direct-broudcast
satollite services. Last summer
numbers showed that 82 percent
of TV viewers used cable com-
puared with 85 percent the year
before. But satollite has a long
way to go. It offers service in 14
million households nationwide
while cable has a whopping 67
million customers.

Last month President Clinton
aigned a bill allowing dish ser-

i's first public
epesch included o number of
issues he plans to discuss:

8 Use of state surplus funds to
take better care of people with
mental health problems. Case-
workors at hemeleas conters
have told him half their clientel

the property tax
rebate for senior citizens, which
haan't changed since it waa
established 26 years ago.

In addition, Vagnozzi intends
to “open up” the process of gov-
ernment, by establishing neigh-

are patienta kicked out of mental
institutions, many of whom land
in jnil. *It's a shame on tho state
not to take care of theae people.”

B More funding to ensurc bet-

satellite doesn't carry the local
public, educationnl and govern-
ment channela, So the impact
thia will have on cable remaina
to bo seen.

Then there's always the video
rental store.

Additionally, few nubscribers
realize they can receive basic
cable for as low at $11.03. Unfor-
tunately, we'vo reccived calls
from reasidents claiming that
Time Warner Cable failed to
‘mention this when they called.

So, you have to specifically
ask for this. But it is possible to
receive all the local broadcast

borhood repr citizens
could go to with questions about
state gavernment; hosting leg-
islative hearings locally, so citi-
zens could testify; and sponsor-
ing group tripa to Lansing.

plain about cable rates, but there’s no control

who subscribe to the basic ser-
vice for the local channels and
purchase a dish for the other
stufl,

What will eablo rates look like
in the future? Ah, ifonty 1 had a
crystal ball. But rest assured
that for now, expenses are ris-
ing, and that's often reflected in
the rates.

Caren Collins is the executive
director of the Southwestern
Oakland Cable Commission. The
next SWOCC meeting is at 4:30
pum., Tuesday, Feb. 29 at Farm-
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