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from page Al

to vote but is still undecided,
although she's a rogistored
Democrat,

“It's 8o hard to make a decision
when we have to be 80 busy lia-
toning to them critlcize one
another,” she said. "I don't think
I'd base my opinion on whether
they're Democrat or Ropublican.”

Hills City Clerk Kathy Dornan
estimated eight staffors, who
will work on what should be the
last day of a three-day weokond,
will put in more than 300 hours
counting absentec ballots, going
through supply boxes, packing
ballot box transfer cases and
checking the myriad details that
go nlong with giving voters a
voice at the polls,

That's in addition to several
hundred hours logged by tempa-
rary workers.

“We also have to be open, by
law, on Saturday ... to accept
absentee ballots,” Darnan said.

Those have to be checked
agningt the list of applications,
then recorded. Part of the chore
Menday will be processing those
votes,

“People can return the absen-
tee ballots on Tuesday, but we'd
prefer it an Monday,” she noted.
“We have a drop box out front,
and that's checked a fow times &
day.”

The box site noxt to the federal
postal boxes on the island
between city ball and the police
department. Dornan urges reai-

dents to use it, particularly those
who might have trouble getting
in and out of their cars.

In both Farmington Hills and
Farmington, the deadline for
picking up o ballot was Satur-
day, Feb. 18. Both city halls
were open to accommodate vot-

ers.

‘While Farmington City Hall is
open the day before the primary
- Monday, Feb. 21, aiso known
as President’s Day — Farmington
Hille is not, officially. But for
election purposes, the clerk's
staff will be thero from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

Michigan Democrata will vote
for their candidate in "Iowa

atyle” caucus meotings to be held
around the state on March 11.
Altogether in the room at the
same time, Democrats will vote
by raising their hands in those
meetings.

The Reform Party isn't recog-
nizing any individual state's
results, Inatead, it will hold its
own national primary election
later thia year.

There is no law to provent vot-
ers from casting ballots in both
the primary and the March 11
caucuses. There is also no cross-
checking system to determine if
a voter caats ballots in both the
Feob. 22 primary and the March
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Independent: Shiriey Noyse of Farmington Hills said
she had no opinions about the upcoming Republican

primary election on Tuesday.

11 caucuses.

Any registered voter may par-
ticipnte in the primary. In the
caucus, Democrats ask only that
voters declare themselves as
Democrats when registering. To
participate in the caucus, voters
need not bo actual party mem-
bers.

Metro Coney 1sland employce
Colleen Speelman hasn't even
registered to vote yet, so she
won't be at the polls Tuesday.
Her co-worker Androa LaFrance
will be, but she's not sure how
she's going to vate yet.

"My mom and I arc debating
about McCain, That's the big
issue,” she said, laining she
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Uncommitted: Colleen Speelman says she’s not registered to vote in Tuesday's pri-
mary election.

ia a registered Democrat. “I was
going for Gore. I was plensed
with some of the things he did in
the paat. But weo'll see.”

Local clerks also remind voters
that the Fab. 22 primary in
Farmington and Farmington
Hills is for the nomination for
president only.

Officer of the Year

Veteran puts his life on the line

BY JONT HURRED
AS?
Jjbubred@ce.homocomm.net

Working in jail taught Farmington Hills police
officer Mike Farley a thing or two about the crimi-
nal mind.

*I feel comfortable mingling with the eriminal
clement,” said the Hills' 1899 Police Officer of the
Year, “It doesn't make me nervous.”

That's a good thing, considering how closely Far-
ley works with the bad guys. A member of the
South Oakland Narcotics Investigation Consor-
tium — congisting of officers from Farmington
Hilla, Novi and West Bloomfield - he regularly
buys and sella drugs undercover.

Four years of working ns a guard at the Oakland
County Jail left him with little fear and lots of
opportunitica to observe the people who spend
much of their time on the wrong side of the law,

“They don't necessarily intimidate me,” Farley
said. “If T don't throw off the aura of being afraid,
they don't detect I'm a cop.”

Though he's a law enforcement veteran with 18
years in tho Hills, he also eschews standard cop
lingo, like referring to an automobile as a “vehicle.”
A single mistake in casual conversation could jeop-
ardize an arrest or even someone’s life.

With scruffy, average-guy looks, Farley has had
quite o bit of auccess in the underworld. He has
bought and sold large quantitics of drugs, once
turning the sale of 500 pounds of mar{juana into
an inumediate arrest.

Just in the past year, Farley made more than 50
narcotics “buys,” putting his life on the line with
characters who are increasingly apprehensive
about sting operations and thus armed with
increasingly more dangerous weapons.

But it \5:5 as munhg;\:is relationships within the
department as success in the field that garnered
Farley his sccond =Officer of the Year" award.

Chief Bill Dwyer said Farley was chosen by a
panel of administrators and hia peers, through the
depnrtment’s honors and awards board. Hills
police consider the city award their top honor.

“Ho truly representa an officer who has put his
life on the line and worked deep undorcover,”
Dwyer said. ‘Not enly as a police officer, but as a
husband and father, he has illustrated ail of the
attributes you'd want to see in n police officer ...
intogrity and professionalism. He does it all, and
he does it extremely well.” .

A department veteran, Fur!oy has nothing but
high praise for Dwyer and his feitow officers as
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well. He particularly enjoya helping younger offi-
cers learn the ins and outn of the business.

The training offered in places like the Detroit
Police Narcotics School, he eaid, is only a small
part of what it takes to be a good narcotics officer.

*“It's not like it's an exact acience,” Farley com-
mented. “Ninety percent of it is learning on the
job."
He attributes part of his
success to the kinds of basic
values to which Dwyer

alluded, vnl::;l he has scen  Hl ‘I'm not an
play an inte role in peo- ang/ any
ple's lives. Men and women ol WM
brought up in families or means,
neighborhoods where vio- &g far as not
lence and drug abuse are a antd

daily experience often end w ng to
up tangled in a web of hurt FOOP'..
addiction and the cycle of  you have to
criminal behavior that often

accompanies it. value that.

Farley tries to take that m ]
into account, no matter how  don't care for
bad the bad guys scem.

“I'm not an angel by any M‘ M.I'l,
meana, bult‘uu far li\! not | don't treat
wanting to hurt people, you unm bad
have ta value that,” he said. I,'
“Although I don't care for m! do what
drug dealers, I don't treat  they do for
them badly. They do what y
they do for reasons.” rezsons.

While it's difficult to :nxk Mike E‘ar[ey
every day in society’s dark "
side, Farley ine hope- SONIC officer

ful the work he'a doing has
a purpose. The drug dealers
he meets are always ner-
vous, worried they’re going to get caught.

I really believe in what we're doing here,” he
said. "If we weren't out there, they wouldn't even
be cautious. They know cops are keeping an eye on
them.”

Any way you want it.

It's the new way to dress, from S.F.l.
Soft, easy mix-and-match blazers
and pants create a different look
overy day. Polynosic/viscose/linen/
polyester/microfiber. Imported.
Taupe, black or cream.

Blazers, sizes 38-46R,
42-46L. $350.

Pants, waist sizes 32-42,
$125.

In Men's.

Jacobsons

Birmingham » (248) 644-8900 Livonia * (T34) 591-7696  Rocheater » (243) 631-8000
SHOPPING HOURS * MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Www jacobsons.com
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