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State of Cities

Home rule message is clear

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFY WRITER
jhubred@oe.hamecomm. not

A muted but clear undercur-
rent flowed through the festive
atmosphere of Thursday morn-
ing's 2000 State of the Cities
breakfast at Farmington Hills
Manor.

Farmington and Farmington
Hills officials painted a bright
but challenging future. And
where state lawmakers are con-
cerned, thoy're mad as hell, and
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Superintendent
Bob Maxfield stressed
cooperation between the
cities, schools and state.

they’re not going to take it any
more.

Mayors Noncy Bates and Bill
Hartsock and Farmington School
Board Chair Priscilla Brouilette
all expressed high praise for the
level of cooperation they share.

Their hired administrators,
however, cxpressed frustration
with the layer of government
that stoyed for only a portion of
the meeting.

State Rep. Andrew Raczkows-
ki left before the bulk of com-
plaints surfaced about what local
officials have characterized as
attacks on “home rule.”

While his name wasn't apecifi-
cally mentioned, Raczkowski
has publicly criticized city offi-
cials for misrepresenting his
stand on legislation that would
override the cities’ authority.

The biggest challenge in Farm-
ington, said City Manager Frank
Lauhoff, has been dealing with
state laws that affect tocal rev-
enues. A recently completed

H Farmington and Farmington Hills officlals palnt-
od a bright but chalienging future. And where
sinte [awmakers are concerned, they're miad as
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study of state revenue sharing
indicated Farmington will
receive only a 1.6 percent
increase in stato funding in each
of the next five years,

Those dollars account for a
quarter of the city’s budget.
Lauhoff urged listeners to imag-
ine trying to balance their family
budget with an annual salary
raise of less than 2 percent.

“Wo can't change that today,”
he said, "but we have to be care-
ful about laws changing in the
future.”

Hilla City Manager Steve
Brock’s comments about the
attack on loeal control drew a big
round of applause.

“Thomas Jefferson said the
government that governs best
governs least,” Brack said. “And,
I would add, closest to the peo-
ple.”

Brouilette said school officiala
were troubled by a proposed
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him, apparently a fan of the tele-
vision game show “Who Wants to
be a Millionaire,” asked, “Could-
n't he phone a friend’

“We have lota of opportunities
to ‘phone a friend,”™ Maxficld
said. “The reason that works os
well an it does is we have lots of
friends out there.”

Among the previous year's

linh s that involved
people from both cities were the
construction of a playacape in
Farmington and plans for the
new 47th District Court building
on the Farmington Hills munici-
pal campus at 11 Mile and
Orchard Lake Roads.

Brock and LauhofT also urged
everyone’s participation in the
2000 census, critical to popula-
tion-driven state and federal
funding in both communitics.

*I can't stress enough how
important it is that we get an
accurate count, and if we can’t

Con,

get an count, at least a

would allow state funding to be
spent on vouchers for private
schools, Board members have
passed o resolution expreasing
their opposition. .

“It will weaken our achools,
divide our community ... and
wenken public education,” she
stated. B

Superintendent Bob Maxfield
connidered the breakfast event
an opportunity to stress the criti-
cal importance af cooperation
among the entities.

Farmington schools has estab-
lished three cducation basics, he
said — student success in the core
areas of rending, writing, math
and technology; student success
in eight areas contained in the
district's profile for lifelong
lenrning; and a strong commit-
ment to both excellence and
equity, promoting and encourag-
ing student achinvements while
meeting the chullenge of atu-
dents with apecial needs.

Maxfield related the story of a
youngster who had answered
two of three questions his teach-
er posed. Stuck on the third, he
appeared to be fecling the pres-
sure, A student sitting next to

high one,” Brock joked.

Farmington/Farmington Hills
residents can Jook for the follow-
ing in the near future:

Continued
renovation/remodeling projects
that will affect almost every
Farmington Schools building,
examples of which may be seen
during an open house ot Dunkel
Middle School and the new tele-
vision facility at North Farming-
ten High on April 19;

@ Boulevard improvementa on
Orchard Lake from 10 Mile to 1-
696;

B A dedicated right turn lane
at Orchard Lake and 12 Mile
Roads;

W Launching of the Farming-
ton Hills city website;

M Reconstruction of Farming-
ton Road in 2001, widening it
from four lanes to five;

W An increase in Detroit water
rates, which will be offset in
Farmington by a drop in sewer
rates;

M Revamping of the city of
Farmington’s 50-yenr-old zoning
{land use) ordinances;

W Expansion of the San Mari-
no golf course in Farmington

Third judge for Farmington
proposed in Senate legislation

* M Loss likely, an additional judge in
47th District Court in Farmington

BY MIEE MALOTT
HOMETOWN Nxws BERVICE
mmalottOhomecomm.net

Oakland County may be in for some new judge-
ships, if state lawmakers have their way, Two
additional judges on the circuit court bench are
poasible. Another judge at the 52-1 District Court
in Novi is also under consideration.

Less likely, an additional judge in 47th District
Court in Farmington has also been proposed.

If approved, these new judicial posts would be
the first approved anywhere in the state in more
than seven years. And the open seats would have
to go on the ballot for the election this fall to be
filled next January.

State Sen. Bill Bullard (R-Highland) has intro-
duced Senate Bills 257, 268 and 649 to make the
additions. Rep. Marc Shulman (R-West Bloomfield)
has introduced House Bill 4775, a companion bill
to add the two judgeshipa to the Oakland County
Circuit Court.

Getting approval won't be easy. Gov. John
Engler has been reluctant to add judgeships in
recent years, saying he wanted the state court sys-
tem made more efficient. And lawmakers else-
where in the atate have a backlog of requests for
new judges.

But Bullard does have the support of the State
Court Administrators office, which has recom-
mended the additional judges for the circuit and
52-1 district courts, It has not recommended

has also been proposed.

the largest numbers of suits to be decided in the
state. Oakland circuit court saw 34,928 new cases
in 1998, the latest year available, compared to a
statewide average for county courts of 4,587.

Divided up among Oakland’s 17 judges, the
number would come to 3,819 per judge.

“Oakland County has 17 circuit judges. Wayne
County has 63. That’s what we get for 30 years of
Democratic control in the legislature,” Bullard
said. “Oakland’s population is 1.2 million. Wayne's
in about 2.5 million. On that basis. Wayne should
have about 34 judges.®

hul said he b jon of the
added judgeship will have to wait until budget
hearings begin this apring, but Bullard said he is
asking senate leadership to move forward with his
requests in the next few weceks.

Statistics show a similarly heayy load for the
district court judges. Cases countywide in Onkland
in 1998 came to 43,646, compared to a statewide
average of 40,040,

Bullard said he anticipates adding one judge to
52-1 diatrict court in Novi, and altering that

ndding a judge to the district court in Far Y
“The administrator’s office isaues these recom-
mendations based — not on politics or who asks for
them first or anything like that — but strictly on
case Jnad,” Bullard explained.
Caseload figures show Oakland County judges,
both at the circuit level and the district level, have

court’s jurisdi moving several of its northern-
most ities to the jurisdiction of 52-2 Dis.
trict Court in Clarksaton, which has a single judge.

A promise may d by the gover-
nor, Bullard speculated, to pare the district court
bench in Pontiae, which currently has four district
court judges. Cases there have dropped off in
recent years.

Farmington schools named
winner in PR competition

Farmington Public Schools has
been named a winner in the
unnu'nl Michigan ﬁehgvl Public

W Commendable Award - Indi-
vidua! PA 25 Annual Report Cat-
egory for the entry, “Farmington

cations Contest.
The following awards were
received:

Public Schools Annual Report
19897-98." Presented to Diane
Bauman, supervisor of

M Commendable Award - Pub-
lication Category for the entry.
“Update and Just for Parents.”
P d to Lisa Bur, i
cations specialist and Diane
Bauman, supervisor of

‘hool/ ity relations.

Hills,

What will also continue, offi-
cials said, is the apirit of cooper-
ation they celebrated. Eleventh
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Audience: A record crowd turned out for the 2000 State of the Cities breakfast
Thursday at Farmington Hills Manor.

BTAYY PHOTOS It D B2o0in
Q&A: Farmington City Manager Frank Lauhoff fields an audience question during
the question and answer portion of the 2000 State of the Cities program. Duane
Reynolds, chamber of commerce chairman, Steve Brock, Farmington Hills city mnan-
ager, and Bob Maxfield, school superintendent, wait their turn for questions.

“I think there's a cama-
raderie,” he said. “There's 2 com-
mon goal both cities share.™

District Congresaman Joseph
Knolienberg said that's why he
located his offices in the Farm-
ington area.

Memttie €

You’re 60 seconds from a home equity
loan approval. Which means you're
61 seconds from putting on a pair of

safety goggles. Oh yeah!

su'te weanng the saftey GOggles youtself ar paying semeone 1o wear them for you, we matke
ted an your home simprciement peojects easier At Bank One. we offer home equity loans at
" v teascnabie rates and approvals by phone :n as 1it'e as 60 seconds Plus, during Match, we'll
wave the standard orgination fee Just think. for about the price of one latte a day, you could be drinting
1R3T1atte Inyour brand rew Aitehen tust catl, log 00 of step by your local Bank One banking center
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1-800-800-LOAN

www.bankonchomeequity.com
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