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parents. *It was getting to be too
much to juggle everything and
continue a businesa.”

But other factors helped the
couple decide it was the right
time to give up the downtown
Farmington store they started
from scratch. Sports Image spe-
cialized in customized, hand-
sewn sporting apparel.

@ The ownors couldn't find
someono to help Becky with tho
sewing burden, something need-
ed in order to continue a busi-
ness in which about 300 high
school varsity jackets were cus-
tomized annually with letters,
numbers and patches.

Carl said his wife, also 41, ia
one of the few people in Michi-
gan who knows how to chain-
atitch, a rare skill he equates to
“uping a sewing machine like a
crayon. She puts the stencil on
first and then flls it in by hand,
just like a coloring book.”

@ In a society where pecople
want instant gratification, said
Carl, it was hecoming more evi-
dont with each year that more
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B ‘They want every-
Instantty.

crafied takes time to
complete.’
Carl Thomas

—Sports Image owner
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be ly priced for families,

who wouldn't mind pnymg n lot
of attention” ta specific details of
customer orders when other
atores could pay them more to
wave items past a computerized
scanner.

The family agonized for more
than a year about whether it
was time to either downsize

customers could not withstand a
wait — that sometimes lasted
eight weeks — for their custom
orders to be filled.

“We've scen people's patience
drop,” he said, standing near the
front of his barren stare Tues-
day, just two days before the
doors were cloged for good. “They
want everything instantly. They
just don't understand that some-
thing hand-crafted takes time to
complete.”

B Similarly, finding and train-
ing reliable employces to take
those orders also became more of
o challenge.

He snid it was difficult, nearly

proriate ortis, B

who whh &rthnls well exponienca It is

&stvitia b3 boawing 0N 1S own

docior will prescribe taking 5 8 wool

o solcyiata a doy, i 1 tri 1 1o Gecroass £
You must uvod the Lamptatcn

Imlnlu'rnmeprmmmalowpmmol remezsion, though

I you aro under druy Lroatmont wm.mm Improves o A Cortain po:at, your doc.of must
mako a Gocition. K8 you lrEioving bocau of you Terspy o 12 you G0 wall because your

Tho orty way to dell"nmo the answer fa 10 have you $t0p your modiine. and sea what
cannot just atop taking your medicatons, Th bast way to determing if you noed

However,

an & drug i 10 decrodse & n 8 slopwas Liscn I you aro toking 6 mo

then wook, and 0bseIve The Fo8uRt. If you are taking 4 asprin
Ja

of Just sioppeng e deug 1o
quick withdrawal b that you may bearn kn a painful way that you ¢id indeed requird that prescrpbon.
The virtuo of oing tow, 2 10 ita aloly 6nd Cartainty.

what cots (us process 1 movon. ¥/
though why s revarmal Rappens o

thotraxato 3 weok,

500t you 30d 1, Tho prodiom wih o

reeszio

The denuist can provide paticats with In,
office (ooth wintenl riques
mote safely and effectveress Ihan i
store. Aside Irom u '/!
hydrogen pmm € Jalutians in hight
Uit can also mal

tracycline can give teel
own cas that s tady resitant o reglac
tooth-whitening Lechnia
whitening uses the
heatintensive COZ
whitening catalystsin ways no other

For The 21st Century
Herbart M. Gardnor, D.D.S,
LASER TOOTH WHITENING

NIA
k2 Une vluM;E MW. RS OCATES o |uuvnlt

ine  denia

oe-i )hl‘:' snd  business.
oars 1 actvate iooth

LIVONIA VILLAGE DENTAL
e A8 e o |

technlque can mac
This column on laier tooth whitening has
Leen brought 1o you i, Ihe inerest of better
g Ak o b s o
mie. Joat of L

best Uenlal care poyuble Jor out

p.uenu 50 that rach may achieve apumal
health throu huul ul ven hlcumr We'te
located at 19171
i st operates a1
peide in each stif me
ities. Tt your
npelive, Can 478.2115 1o

ule an -ppa.mmm Smules are our
provide dentistry without tear

“twikight sieep.”

their b or leave it alto-
gether. They ultimately made
their decision to close last
‘Thanksgiving.

“It was our choice to get into
this and it waa our choice to get
out,” said Carl, who is a senior
nnalyst at Unisys.

‘Thomns emphasized that busi-
ness still was good, with the bulk
of it coming from Farmington
school district athletic teams.
And downtown Farmington was
an ideat locntion, he added.

“We've enjoyed it,” he said.
“It's been a great experience for
us and our kids.”

During the final days of the
business, customers were able to
purchase itema at an 80 percent
discount. Any unsold clothing
items were to bave been donated
to the Detroit Rescue Mission,
Thomans soid.

Commerce, said the store “brings
& nice feel” to downtown Farm-
ington.

McCormick estimated that
about 70 percent of the furnish-
ings in the Encore showroom are
new, Quatrine brand all-wash-
able furniture. The romaining 30
porcent comes in oo consign-
meont, with those items pre-
viewed before being placed on
the sales floor.

“We like to preview the items
for conmistency,” Doyle said,
referring to consignment mer-
chandise. “We pay as the item
sells.”

While consignment items can

they are “not cheap” in torma of
qunlxty. emphasized the co-own-

Hannn said demgnor furnish-
ings are brought in from “model
honies, ti:e erea’s bettor homes.
... S0 it’s nat cheap.”

Concurring was McCormick,
who said the term consignment
shouldn't = and doesn't - equate
to cheaply made itema.

“We got a lot of prople who, if
they buy a bedroom sot bring
their old bedroom set here to
sell,” Doyle said. “They’re swap-
ping.”

So far, business has boen
brisk, with 76 percent of the

merchandiso turning over since
the atore opened in January,-
Hanso said.

Among items on display dur-.
ing the reception wern couches,.
tnhlel wall paintings and o

‘Turkish rug, the latter tagged at.
$400.

“We've got local artiats doing
hand-painted furniture and their:
items acom to fly right out,”
Doyle said. .

The Downtown Farmington
Center is south of Grand River
about two blocks east of Farm-
ington Road. Encore Design &
Consign i¢ next to the U.S. Postal
Service retail store. .

OCC tapped for national honor

Onkland Community College
was one of10 colleges across the
nation to win a Bellwether
Finalist Award in the Workforce
Development category at the
2000 Community Colleges
Futures Assembly held in Orlan-
do, Fia. through February.

The prestigious awards are
conferred annually by the Uni-
versity of Florida's Institute of

Christopher i

Higher Education.

The Futures Assembly is an
independent national policy
forum which idontifioa critical
and emergent issues confronting
community colleges. The Bell-
wether Award (the term means
“leader”} is designed to recognize
outstanding and innovative col-
lege programa.

OCC won for its presentation

on the 15-year partnership with
the Dana Corporation which pro-,
vides a customized Manufactur-
ing Technology Associate Degree
at OCC for Dana employees
drawn from throughout the U.S.
and Canada. Dana is the largest
independent aupplier of vehicle
compenents in North America.

had not been home since
Wednesday, He last attended
schoa) on Wednesday, Barrett
anid.

Officers responded to Troy
Horton's telephone call only to
find the hody laying on the floor,

next to the victim’s pickup truck
~ which officers found still run-
ning. The garage and home were
thick with exhaust fumes, but,
continued Nebus, a rope was
found around Christopher’s
neck.

“It’s n terrible tragedy for a
family, for a father, to have to
find that kind of situation,” said
Nebus.

The Qakland County Medieal
Examiner's Office, which con-
ducted the autopay, ruled that
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the victim died “sometimo dur-
ing the p.m. hours on Wednea-
day,” Nebus said. The teen was
dead for a number of hours by’
the time he was found, according,
to the autopay.

‘The examiner cited hanging as
the causs of death and officially
called it a suicide, although no
note was found, Nebus added
that the police invostigation is
not yet complo

Barrett and Hn:kay said they
were perplexed by the suicide.

“Who knows whnt goes on out-
side of school, with family or in
any situation,” Barrett said.

Besides parents Troy and Mary-
Margaret, Christopher is survived
by his brothers, Brenden and
Nicholas; grandparents Diane’
and Chris Horton and Margaret.
and John Williams; 10 aunts and
uncles nnd 16 cousins. He was the
great-grandson of W.C. and Vir-
ginia Brownfield and Virginia
Horton and the great-great-
grandson of Leo Milter. )

Visitntion is at the Harry J.
Will Funeral Home, 37000 Six
Mile Road in Livuniu. from 3-8
dp‘.]m. Sunday and 2-9 p.m. Mon-

Y.

The funera! is set for Tucsday
at St. Gerald Catholic Church,
21300 Farmington Road.
Christopher Horton’s body will
lic in state at the church from
10-11 a.m, with the Mass to fol-
low at 11 a.m. Memorial dona-
tions may be madg to the Make-
A-Wish Foundation.

Feeling a bit lost? Call us. We can answer gour questions, talk with you about your optlons,

fisten to your concerns or help you choose a path. Don't make the [ourncy alonc.

Dont Go l Alone.

Cancer AnswerlLine: 1-800-865-1125

Rip:/iwww.cencar.mod.umich.edu

Comprehensive Cancer Canter

University of Michipan
Heslth System




