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Eleven Pines
Communication is necessary

onday's Farmington Hills public hear-
ing on the Eleven Pines project is a
prime example of how the public und
government communicate — or don't.

Both sides have the best intentions, but
somehow meaninga and details get lost.

To the city’s credit, the planning of the
devel which includes a
uxpunmun ofSun Mnrmo and accompnnymg
apartments, and single-family
homes, hng been donc fairly openly. That
doesa't mean, however, residents have
received the details they need.

Despite media coverage and city program-
ming on cable television, homeowners in near-

1,

M The Councll of Homeowners
Assoclations Is right on target by
inviting Department of Environmen-
tal Quality Speciailst Steve Kitler
to talk about the landfill and its
contamination on March 21. it Is
something the city should have
done for the homeowners a long
time ago.

ty for the city, residents are plainly concerned
about what's in the former landfill, and the

by residential areas, such as lndependenw
C and Old } d divisions,
and S Farms d were
shocked and concerned to learn of the details
of the project.

So how does that happen? Like it does in
any form of communication. Media outlets go
through the same thing. As much as you inun-
date people with information, a lot of them
aren't paying attention at the moment the
information is pre-ented, or when they need
the information.

It’s no wonder city council members are
frustrated — Jerry Ellis snid ns much, Meeting
after meeting has led the city to the point
where things are beginning to happen with

. the project and now they are confronted with
* criticism, questions and outright anger,

On the other hand, there is no wonder
homcowners are frustrated. They, too, said as
much. Despite the city's openness, that doesn't
mean details have been as forthcoming as may
be necessary for homeowners.

They don't understand why they didn't
receive direct contact from the city that apart-
ments would be built near, or that perhaps
their view of San Marino will change. More
important, homcowners with wells are right to
be concerned in light of the landfill ond its
contaminants. IL's just the way it is.

Residents who questioned why the city
bought property without knowing the full
extent of contamination in the land(ill on the
property west of Hulsted are right to wonder.
It may not necessarily be the wirest buying.
While conncil members tatk of a Brownfield
Redevelopment Authority and limiting liabili-

of dealing with it.

While the train is speeding up as approvals
come before the council, residents feel helpless
to put the brakes on or to change the city
council’s mind.

It is hmo that the city council schedule an

1 mecting with h s who
will be affected by the nearby development.

The Council of Homeowners Associations is
right on target by inviting Department of
Environmental Quality Specialist Steve Kitler
to talk about tha landfili and its contamina-
tion on March 21. It is something the city
should have done for the homeowners a long
time ago.

An expanded golf course has been the goal.
How to pay for the golf course and the proper-
ty bought by the city for it have dominated
city discussions and plans. What city council
members must realize is that these may not
be the topics that most concern the homeown-
ers who will have to live next to this develap-
ment.

When the results of testa taken at the land-
fill are to be available within the week, we
urge the city to be as public with the results
ns they have been with their plans for a golf
course cxpnnuiun.

The mors information that is given and the
more the homeowners are directly involved,
the more they might work to make thio new
polf course and residential development a
reality.

Let's not also forget that homeowners alse
have a responsibility to be involved, stay alert
and to nsk questions and cemand answers.

Open primaries are way to go

@ n nine days, on March 11, Michigan Democ-
rats will finolly have a say on their party’s
& presidential nominee. Well, some Democ-
rats, anyway.

Those who havo a few hours to spare on a
Saturday can head for a closed caucus site in |
western Wayne County. That is assuming
they can find one. Caucus sitee are often
union halls or Elks lodges, not the local ele-
mentary school, city hall or fire station where
polls are usually located, (City and township
clerks have a list.)

Once there, after signing a picce of paper
declaring their party affiliation, caucus partic-
ipants will choose sides — just like in junior
high schoo). One side of the room will bo for Al
Gore, the other Bill Bradley. But this still
doesn't constitute a “vote.” Only after hearing
impasaioned pleas (or, more likely, tedious
apeeches) by local Democrata supporting their
group's candidate, will participants be asked
to cast a ballot. Tho vote at some sites will be
on an anonymous paper ballot. At others, it
will be a show of hands.

But then going through all this trouble is
certainly worth it to help choose our next pres-
ident, don't you think? Except that by the time
the state’s Democrats weigh in with their
choice, the nominee will likely be a foregone
conclusion.

Nearly o dozen large states, including dele-
gate heavyweights Ohio, New York and Cali-
fornin, will hold presidential primsaries on
March 7, four days before the Michigan cau-
cuses. If Vice Presidont Gore translates his
commanding lead in most polls into wina in

B Those who have a few hours to
sparo on a Saturday can head for a
closed caucus site in western
Wayne County.
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No to vouchers
“ leader has to lead, otherwise he or
she has no business in politics,”
aid Harry Truman.
The entire Far Board of Ed
i aggressively assuming its responsibilily to
lead in an effort to accurately inform the com-
munity on the propesal to amend tho Michi-
gan Constitution in November 2000. The issue
at hand is vouchers — using public funds to
subsidize parochial and private education. Be
aware that the fundamental safeguard put in
place by the founders of our Constitution
ensuring the separation of church and stato is
very much at risk. Appmximnwly 80 percent
of the non-public echoals in the state are reli-
gious schools. We ﬂtresu that the rchgmus 1ib-
erty of all taxp uld be thr
through an mvoluntnry cantnbutmn to reli-
gious institutions. Vouchers will funnel your
dollars to private, mostly religious schools, yot
as taxpayers you will have no say.
The founders of our Constitution also
strongly believed that education is the essen-

vote for vouchers is a vote against equal
opportunity for children, a vote against pro-
moting and protecting our dermocratic values
and a voté to pay for others’ religious educa-
tion with your tax dotlars. When in doubt,
think of the big picture.

Cathleon M. Webb

Northville

Made her day

am a Farmington resident and African
American. ] stopped at the Farmington
branch library to return books. I had a
friend with me and wo were going to lunch.
The display honoring Black History Month in
the library was so very nice. It was compli-
mentary and inspiring. I would like to thank
the Farmington Community Library or those
who assembled the diaplay, It certainly mado
my day.
Janet Spencer
Farmington Hills

tial p: for full partici in our
democratic society. Democracy at its heart is
about working together for what ia best for all,
especially our children. The voucher move-
ment at its heart represents the extreme con-
servative right wing crusade to reduce govern-
ment mpnnslbnhty for the good of all, while
maximizing govcmmcnt support for private

Sen. John McCain. The turnout helped”
McCain capture 62 of the state's 58 delegates
to the Republican convention.

In the waoke of that embarrassment, some
party officials and state legislators began call-
ing last weck for a closed Republican primary.
Wae think that would be a serious mistake.

Gov. John Engler and his minions can
moan all they want about “borrowed” voters
who won't be on the Republican side come
November. But they have short memories.
What about the “borrowed” Rnpub!icam wbo

jously voted for D ic p
candxdutea Jesse Jackson and Genrgn Wallace,
or even Geoffrey Fieger in the Democratic
gubernatorial primary just two years ngo?
And the last time we checked, “independent”
voters were just that — free to cast a ballot for
h thoy chooee, dless of party

affiliation.

Bully for the voters, wo say. More than 1.3
million, about 28 percent, turned out, more
than for any Michigan presidential primary
since 1960, That figure will probably be dou-
ble or even triple the turnout for the March 11
caucusen, .

Pundits have been crying for years about
disillusi th partiaan politica eroding

those states, the Michigan result — what it
is — wiil amount to a blip on the nominating
radar,

Democracy at its finest? Hardly. More like
presidential politics at ita lowest. Both Gore
and Bradiey withdrew their names from last
week’s Michigan primary ballot, helping to
create the quirky “opea” election that the
state’s Republican establishment wanted but
now tries to disavow bocause their guy, Texas
Gov. George W. Bu-h,didn'twin The Republi-
cans are some Dy
and many } ts voted for Aris

the public’s confidencs in government. Is party
afﬁuudm roally mnre 1mporumt than gntﬁng
chance to pate in

thepfocnn?
Tho Observer believes both Michigan
Demmbmdhcpubﬁamlhm!dholdom
id bly on the same

dayrund nnpolntlnthncloct{on ynrwlun

difference. To do othisrwise would Anghisr com-
punumdmdylmnﬁm pruidonﬁn

3 3

and gain. hers have the effect
of foatering narrow aeI( intoreat. If more peo-
ple were thinking about the next generation
instead of a self-serving special interest, our
country and world would be better for it.

Clearly, this letter cnnnct adequuw!y

dd the ies of this bal-

lot initintive to amend the Conatitution. Bo
aware of individuals with their own apecial
interesta who will do all they can to confuse
the issue in order to forward their own cause.

Private echoola tend not to choose to pro-
vide apecial services to apecial education or
English to second language students, Private
schools tend to be highly segregated. Private
schoola tend to be highly religious in their
mission. And, private schools definitely choose
who gets to attend their schools. Parenta will
have absolutely no “choice” although voucher
promoters defend themselvea by atating “par-
ents can apply.”

Public schools choose all children and pro-
vide for their special needs, while at the same

Thanks again

ank you very much for the lovely article,
“Sharpen parenting skills with classes” in
Thursday’s paper, We appreciate your
efforts in letting tho community know what a
wonderful resource they have in the Farming-
ton Youth Assistance.

I'm sure that your article will inspire par-
ents in the community to take a class that
they might not have otherwise known about.
Just think about those Iucky children who will
have skilled parenta to help guide them.

1 will check out the Observer web site and
send along an article on parenting. It is so

iting to me that vol ing my time to
Youth Assistance has turned into a career in
running parenting classes through Voice-
Works Seminars and independently, I am
teaching, “Parent Talk” to Ford Motor employ-
een through their lunch time seminar program
as well as “Love and Logic” to businesses and
achools in other communities in the metro
area. It feels so good to have the work you do
be so enjoyablo. Volunteering is also very
rewarding and will always be a part of my life,
Thanks again for using your talents to help
the community.

Mariiyn Suttle
Novi

time being accountable to you, the
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. we think about community journalism

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger competition. They consider themselves to be

they cover,

in to write the unusual or

independent from the storiea and
tonal and then dashing off to cover

else. We rcgard oursclves as both accurate

journalhn and as caring citizena of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power




