Kirk Hanley per-
forms with t
Second City
Touring Compa-
ny 8 p.m. at the
Farmington
Players Barn,
32332 W, 12
Mile, (1/2 mile
west of Orchard
Lake Rood),
Farmington
Hills. Tickets $25
§ per person,
includes after-
glow with
refreshments.
Proceeds benefit
the Farmington
Players’ building
fund. Call (248)
6563-2966.
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Gladys Knight stars in the
Grammy Award-winning musi-
cal “Smakey Joe’s Cafe,” a cele-
bration of hits from the 19505
and 19605, 2 p.m. and 8p.m. at
~ { the Fox Theatre in Detroit. Tick-
etz 820 to $45, available at the
box office, and all Ticketmaster
locations, (248) 133-1515,
SHNDAY,

-~

e
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Paul Riopelle (left) and Thomas
Hoagland star in “Picasso at the
Lapin Agile,” 2 p.m. at the Perfor-
mance Network, 408 W, Washing-
ton, Ann Arbor, Tickets $15, $3
discount for senior citizens,

(734) 663-0681.

Kot Voot em: Wisk upon
a star and the daezling Blue
Fairy frem “Pinocchio”...
makes dreams come true in
"YDisng‘y,tgi'Ice C;llebrjatea 75
ecreof #w,'
thmdg Sunday, March 5,
at me in
Desroile Show tirmed uagz
Ticketd $35, $18.75, $16.75
and $13.78. Call (248) 645-

ticket-

The Chlsftalns
Whan: 8 p.m.
Wednesday,

March 8.

vimore: Hill Audito-
rium, B25 N. Uni-
versity Ave.,

Ann Azbor.
Tickets: $12to
$30. Calt (734)
764-2538 or (800)
221-1229 or visit
tho Web site
WWW.UMS.OTE

Musicians share passion for British brass bands

competition, Based at the Southfield Centre for

arare
Jehomin®oshomecomm.net

Craig Strain fell in love with brass instrumenta
the firat time he picked up a cornet in seventh
grade while attending achool in Garden City.

Throughout his 27.year
career teaching music in high
nchools, Strain looked forward
to tha day ho could direct n
brass band. His dream camo
true four years ago when ho
took the reina of the Motor City

Brass Band.

“In a brass band, there’s o
sonotity you can gain that you
can't got with other instru.
ments,” gaid Strain, a Farming-
ton Hills resident v‘v‘l\o teacl}nu

+
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f Paddy Moloney were in Ireland, he'd
go to Muss on St. Patrick's Day ond
- &% then watch a small parade wend its
way through *own — n sprig of shamrock
tucked into his lape).

Since he can’t go home on March 17,
Motoney and the Chieftains (Matt Molloy,
Seene Keane, Derek Bell, Kevin Conneff,
and Martin Fay) will think of their coun-
try's green hills while playing traditional
Irish music in a concert for the Universi-
ty Musical Socicty scries ‘Wednesday,
March 8, in Ann Arbor. The Chieftains
are on the road promoting their new
album, “Water From the Well.” They'll
celebrate St. Patrick's Day as they have
for the past 20 years at Carnegie Hall in
New York City.

Nover in his wildest imagination did
Moloney think the band's appeal would
cause them to tour eight months a year.
Long before anyone had heard of U2 and
Thin Lizzy, the Chieftaing were well on
their way to becoming the most beloved
Irish band in the last four decades. Their
38 albums — for which thoy've won six
Grammys ~ have sold millions of copics.

“When we first atarted playing togeth-
er 38 years ago, who would have ever
have dreamed that our traditional Irish
music would be played throughout the
world?” said Molonaoy in a phone Inter-
view from Boaton. “Coming back to Ann
Arbor is going to be a joy. We have a

the Arts, the

o band presenta a series of four con-
corts a year. Ita members - attorneys, sales peo-
ple, retired band directors and musicians — share
8 pnasion for playing in d:u British brass band

great following there, and we'd like to
invite your wonderful traditional musi-
cians to come two hours before the show
80 they might come down and join us for
the finale.”

“Riverdance” fiddlor Mairin Fahy and
award-winning step dancera Danny Gold-
en and Dierdre Gould, aleng with stu-
dents from the O'Hare School of Dance in
Weatland, will join the Chicftains on
atage. Tim O'Hare, an Irigh step dancer
und owner of the dance school, toured
with the Chieftains two summers ago.
O'Hare won the All-Ireland World Cham-
pionships in 1976 and 1976.

Great opportunity

“Before Irish dancing and music was
really popular, the Chieftains were the
premier Irish group,” said O'Hare.“It's a
great opportunity for the students to
dance with them.”

“Water from the Well” is a departure
from the last few Chieftains’ recordinge ~
*“Tears of Stone” and “The Long Black
Veil* ~ on which they collaborated with
performors ranging from Mick Jogger to
Sting and Joni Mitchell. The Chieftains
have a history of working with perform-
era in tho studio and on the concert
stage, Michnel Flatloy danced with the
band seven years before earning acclaim
as “Lord of the Dance.”

Although they've never strayed far
from their roots, the Chieftains’ “Water
From the Well,” released on Feb, 22 on
RCA Victor, revisits the traditional folk

the Detroit area

They live

luding Livonie, Westland
What: The Motor City Brass Band | and Redford.
Maxt concarts An Irioh 3 e
3 0.m. Mezch 19 at the Re 'y Troots

Contio fot the Arta.*
Thotoets: $10 odults, 38
students/eenlors, end $25 for fomis
lies, Call {248} 324-9022.
Tho concart reunitaa the band with
the Madrignl Chorale of Seuthfiold.
The ensormbies petformed & concert
together In esity Decembar Bt St,
Mory's Church In Greokicwa,

#ot tavotved: The group Is

musie at

Collegoe. “It's like a choir, With
each brasa instrument thore'a a
little different color, but it

retains the asmeness, As tho | (248) 4245022 o

Motor City Brass Band, we hutp://www.mebb,org

want tu be the best possible

band that we ¢an be. There's a mood in the band, years before j

a passion for excellence, and a cumaraderie
t co-axista,”

between n

Last year, the 33-member gn;up placed second

weaking to help with non-
por forming activities. Centact
MCBB, Scuthfieid Centre for tho
Arts, 24350 Southfield Road, of ca!)

Michael Schott, a Farming-
ton Hills resident, loves British
brass band music. Reoted in
the Induatrial Revolution,
British brass bands were origi-
nally formed by workers who
lived in villnges, which lacked
the entertainment of a big city.

Schott started studying
cuphonium while attending
Clarencoville Public Schools in
Livonia. He played in the
Michigan State University
band while attending college,
and he ployed with the Farm-
ington Community Band for 17

joining the Motor City Brasa Band.
“Wo think it's unique, this British brass band
concept,” said Schott. “Brass bands were popular

at the North American Brass Band Arsccintion
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Irish roots:
The Chief-
tains play the
traditional
music of their
homeland.

songa of their birth land with staries
about a red-haired lass and wild goats
that roam the hills of County Kerry. A
musical tour of Ireland that goes back na
far as the 17th century, the album was
recorded half in the studio and halfin
countics and towns throughout Ircland.
The lead cut, “Lots of Drops of Brandy,” is
Moloney's favorite because "it's a very old
Irish tune” that he rearranged “to show
how great the music”

“We're going back to the well and what
we started 38 years ogo,” said Moloney,
who produced the recording. “It was diffi-
cult to put together the array of some of
these great tunes. You could go down the
road 30 miles and hear a different tune.”

Documenting the journey

A film crew from Dreamchasers fol-
lowed the Chieftains around the country-
sido including Matt Molloy's pub in
County Mayo. Molloy is flutist for the
group. The documentary on the making
of “Water From the Well” will be shown
on A&E this spring.

*We hnd 25 in n room at the back of the
pub, sort of a big band sound of tradition-
al music,” said Moloney. “The documen-
tary was to show tha likes of the sound
by mecting up with the Charlie Parkers
and Miles Davises of traditional Irish
music.”

Moloney fell in love with the musicas a
child when his mother bought him a tin

T Ploase see CHIFTAINS, E2

British brass: Keith Kohring leads the Motor City
Brass Band as they play music in the British
brass band tradition, which originated during
the Industrial Revolution.  ~
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