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BY TED ANTHONY
AP NATIONAL WRITFR

Bruce Willis? Often annoying.
Matthew Perry? Often extremely
annoying. Brues Willis and
Mnatthew Perry together in tho
same film? Surprise: VERY
catertaining.

“The Whale Nine Yards” has
qssorted reasons to fail. It's filled
with oh-so-trendy nctora. It's
based on a highly unlikely
premise. It descends into slap-
stick now and then. But some-
thing clicks, and performers, plot
ond script come together to form
a lively, even charming caper
flick.

Nick “Oz" Qseransky (Perry) is
a harried dentist who lives in a

suburban subdivision outside
Montreal, and ho's not exactly
having o great year. His chain-
smoking Quebecoia wifo (Rnuun-
na Arq and moth

“It's how I get along with thoso
who are atill alive.”

From there, the plot apills
forth like a beer poured too

git at the breakfust table mock-
ing him. Ho owos thousands of
dollers that wero embezzled by
hin late fathor-in-law.

quickly. Suddenly Oz, his wife
and even his perpetually perky
dental assistant Jill (Amanda
Poet, who's the best thing nbout
this movie) are involved in an
underworld caper that involves

And now, tho last thing he
needs is h A

Yanni Gogolack (Kevin Pollak),

killer hos moved in next door.
Jimmy “The Tulip” Tudeski
(Willis), n Chicago ganglnnd fig-
ure, has scttled in suburban
Montreal after serving a five-
year prison term. He's killed 17
men, but he's a nica guy. That, of
course, doesn’t assunge Oz, who's
terrified. “It's not how many peo-
ple Pve killed,” Jimmy tells him.

the Balkan mob boss of Chicago.
What’s more, Oz gets involved
with Jimmy's estranged, femme-
fatnle wife Cynthia (Notashn
Henstridge) and another danger-
ous killer, Frankie Figs (the
inimitable Michael Clarke Dun-
can).

A movie like this is a risky
venture. With any action-comedy,
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especially one about mobsters
and regular uchlubs who get into
situations not of their own mak-
ing, the ground is well- trodden
and the queation hangu:

what'a already been done? (Not
that moviemakers are ever
atopped by that.)

But this turns on charactera
and script, and both work.
Though the dialogue is corny at
the autset, and there's next to no
chemiatry between Perry and
Henstridge, virtually everything
else works, They're Jikenble char-
acters, and ~ despite the amoral
profeasion of many of them —
most {with the exception of
Arquette’'s character) are.
admirable in a strange way.

Willis has clearly learned
vomething from his superior per-
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Comedy:
Maithew

Perry
. (left to
R right),

MR Bruce
Willis
and
Bl Amanda
Q| Peet star
in “The

formance in “The Sixth Sense.”
Hin trademark amirk is still
employed and atill irritating, but
he's augmented it with other
expressions and reins it in
enough to allow a unfque person-
ality to emerge. He's a far better
actor than he was five, even two
years ago.

Ferry, who's got the young-
adult-malc-inadequacy schtick
down (he's been doing it for 6 1/2
years on “Friends”), shows here
that he can expand 'his one note
to carry a full-length feature, His
nervous tics, elastic body move-
ments and martini-dry irony
combine here to creato a like-
able, if reluctant, hero.

Perry'’s body comedy is at its
best here; though it may sound
like heresy, much of his physical
comedy is drawn straight from
Buster Keaton. The way he
employs it, it's keyed as much to
the “relief™ part of comic relief as
it is to the comedy itself. Even as
you laugh, you feel for him.

Duncan, fresh from a career
performance in “The Green
Mile,” lights up the screen. Phys-
ically, he's utterly terrifying. But
he can shepherd his face from
scrunched-up and menacing to
grinning and warm in less than
a second; it and he are a joy to
watch, especially when he and
other professional killers engage
in a running gag about admiring
each other's work.,

Henstridge is fun as a neo-noir
gang moll with a heart of gold,
and Pollak, one of today’s finest
character actors, is ideal as the
mob kingpin. He's clearly having
o great time with a whole palette
of lip curls, arched eycbrows and
linguiatic mishapa.

Peet, though, ateals the show
ns Oz's assistant, who has, suf-
fice it to say, other ambitiona,
Only Arquette doesn't seem to be
having much fun,

Full of fun momenta and little
scenes within scenes, “The Whole
Nine Yards” probably won't win
say awarda. But it's more than
the sum of its parta: It's engross-
ing and rollicking in the best
caper-flick tradition,

COMING
ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled to open Friday, March 3
MY DO& S0P

A funny and heartielt story sbout &
friendship between an elght-year-ald
boy and his dog. Based on the best-
selling chlldhood memolr by eward-win-
ning author Willle Morris, Stars Kavin
Bacon.

ROSETIA :

Emille Dequenne and Fabizio Ronglone
star in this contemporary drams that
follows the day-to-day struggles of a
tough Belglan teennger as she oes
about her chores in a dreary, wintry
town, Exclusively et the Detrolt Fllm

_Thastre.

‘Scheduied to open Fridey, March 10
THE MEXT BEST TIRNG

A plstonic relationship batwaen Abble
{Madonns) and her gay bast friend
Rabert (Rupert Everett) comes undone
followIng & night of Intimacy resuiting
In Abble baceming pregnant, The two
decide to live together &s a family for
ho aake of the child. This ssems to
work until Abble teits in love with
another man.

AGNES BROWN

Anjalica Huston, Masion O°Dwyer, Ninli
Q'Snea, Ciaran Owens stas In this story
that Lelis of & telsty widow who.
togother with hor saven chilgren,
oarns 10 desl with life’s adversitien fol-
lowing the death of har hugband.

MISSION TO MARS

Sci-fi adventuro canters stound the
first menned mission to the rod planst.
Following scversl disasters, a second
manned flight ia seat to thalr rescun.
Stars Gary Sinisa snd TIm Robblas,

THE MONTH GATE

Johnny Depp and Emmanuells Seigner
rar in this supernatural thrilier that
telis of a conspiracy Invotving murder,
ritua) end the supesnaturol. A dublous.
book finder Ia hired to find the two.
remaining volumes of & 16th century
demonic text thet suppovedly halds the
key to summoning S#4sn himsalt,
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