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The Brothers Groove
have ‘got that thing’

son arée The:

Chris Codish
knows the
powor of worda
and the passion
of playing
music. As the
volee and key-
boarda behind
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blond 28-year-
old has been
surrounded by music most of hia
life. From the early influences of
his family, to high school rack
bands, and his days working
with legendary blues talents like
Johnnie Bassctt and The Blues
Insurgents, Larry McCray and
Thornetta Davis, Codigh commit-
ted himself solely to a carcer in
music in the early "80s. Last (zll,
he made a decision that would
draw on all of his experiences.

“1 wanted to get back to having
my own band,” said Codish, “I
was tired of being a sideman.”

By incorperating the musical
talents of his bassist Jim Simon-
sen and drummer Michael
Caskey, The Brothers Groove
was bern. Simonson, a Clarkston
native, met Caskey ot Blue Lake
Fine Arts Camp nra teenagers,
When the guitarless trio came
together September 1999, the
Brothers immediately recorded a
four-song demo fusing blucs,
rock and funk,

Codish said he's far from his
days of catering to older crowds
with traditional blues. *I love
that music, but 1 also like Led
Zeppelin just as much, or P-funk
or James Brown ... there's ele-
ments of that.” .

Simonson admitted he's “in
leve with the Chili Peppers,” but
he doesn't want to lose that tra-
ditional jnzz, cither.

Caskey, honed his skills play-
ing in jazz bands, but said he no
longer has to live up to other
peaple’s expectations, *1 actually
have a part in the tunea.”

Tha Brothers weren't the only
ones to catch the resonating
effects of that vintoge gound. The
band was nwarded $2,200 from a
Jim Beam program, Benefiting
Emerging Artists in Music.
Chrirman of the advisory board
for B.E.A.M. and Smithercens
vocalist, Pat DiNizio, chosc The
Brothers Groove along with 26
other unsigned musicians across
the country. “I'm extremely

STARTS FRIDAY, [
AMC FORUM 30. | AMC LIVONIA 20
MIR SOUTHGATE 20

. )
AMC EASTLAND

AMC WONDERLAND
SHOWCASE PONTIAC

RCH 3

_SHOWCASE WESTLAND | STAR GRATIOT AT )5 Milg
STAR GREAT LAKES CROSING| STAR JOHN R AT 13 MILE| STAR tincOLN PARK 8

| STAR rocisTEr wiuis | STAR SOUTHFIELD ‘
VG 12.0AKS [ X452 WEST RIVER.

NO PASSES ACCEPTED 3y _

{215 COMMERCE TWP. |

&

STAR TAYLOR

impressed with The Brothers
Groove's talent and dedfeation to
its music,” said DiNizio in a
press statoment. Entering the
final competition of the 1999, the
band was one of ten winners in o
pool of 100 applicants, and the
only recipients from Michigan.

Hearing about the grant pro-
gram from a friend, Simonson
mentioned it to Codish, and the
singer went anline to apply —
writing about his influences and
why his band deserves the grant,
In late December, ho was inter-
viewed by DiNizio. Just one day
later, the band got the grant. *I
was thrilled when they told me,”
said Codish. “The grant really
helped.”

‘The Brothers Groove are using
the money to design a Web site,
purchase promotional materials
and studio gear, “You gotta view

it 48 a business, that's the thing
creative people don't like,”

odish writes the band’a lyrica
ns if he's overbheard “a meceting
between Frank Zappa and Harry
Connick Jr.” His deep voice pulls
it off onatage without a hitch,
especially with catchy tunes like
“You've got that thing” and the
funkified “Fat Daddy.”

“We dofinitely don’t sound like
anyone else,” added Simonaon.
From cover bands to the house
band ot Walt Disney World, the
1994 Clarkston High School
graduate has finally found his
niche.

The band’s focus is on its own
music and growing fan base.
Codish said more peopic nre
making it to shows and they
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often tell him “they don’t know
what we sound like, but they
know they like it.” That’s the
essence of The Brothers Groove,
a group of musicians who are
close cnough to be “brothers” in
music — if not relation.

Look out for a debut CD
around May. As Caskey said: “We
basically feel like we need o
product, a CD, before we can
take it on the road.” While
momentum builds beneath them,
Codish remains calm and confi-
dent: “I want to take it as for as
it can go.”

Caskey agreed: “It would be
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nice to get o killer record deal
The bigger plan is to teach peo-
ple haw to listen differently.”

See The Brothers Groove 9 pm.
Saturday, March 4, Edison’s,
Birmingham. Free show. (248}
645.2150; or 9:30 p.m. Sunday,
March 5, Dick O'Dow's, Birming-
hom. (248) 642-1135. Check the
Web at www. thebrothersgrooue,
com H

Stephanic Angelyn Casola
writes about popular music for
the Obscrver & Eccentric News-
papers, She can be reached at
(734} 953.2130 or ¢-mail at sca.
sola®oc.homecomm.net. v
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