Cholce: A parent informa-

tion reeting about a K-5
year-round education pro-
gram at Gill Elementary
School, 21195 Gill Road,
is scheduled at 7 p.m. in
the Gill media center.
Applications will be
available at the meeting.
For more information,
call principal Gayle Zim-
merer at (248) 489-3690.
The program is designat-
ed as a school of choice,
meaning students from
the Gill attendanc: area
and outside it may regis-

" ter, with placement based
on space availability.
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RAGE seizes
the orant

harr cconmm.net

Secizg the day and the money might
bo o more appropriate slogen for the
RAGE atudent club, which began at
Harrison High School and is now
branching out to both North and
Farmingten high echoaly.

Club sponsor Tim Russell, a teach-
er at Harrison, said a grant of
$75,000 waa received for RAGE pro-
gramns and promotions from CVS
Pharmacy Inc. The grant also was
announced by Harrison senior and
club president Ed Cleland during the
recent joint meeting of the Farming-
ton Board of Education and Farming-
u..»ln and Farmington Hills eity coun-
cils.

“Tho main goal of the grant is to
provide us opportunitica to intercon-
nect with other student groups, other

By JoN1 HUBRED
HTA¥F WRITER

jhubredtoe homecomm.net

Kevin Peter Olender walked
calmly into the chambera of 27th
District Court Judge Randy Kalm-
bach Thuraday morning dressed in
a blue sweater and khakis, looking
very little like a suspect in a
wceapons cnse.

“He's o good guy,” hia mother said
as she stcod outside the building
where a judge would decide
whother to bind her son over for
trinl on weapona charges.

His mother sat in the courtroom
ull day, watching ns Wayne-County
proecentor Patrick Museat present-
ed hia case. Olender is charged with
being a felon in poasession of a
weapan and being a habituel erimi-
nal, based on a cenviclion for
assault in 1996,

‘Tho churges stem from a com-
plaint filed by employees at Farm-
ington Hills based Compuware,
They teatified Olender had shown
them pictures of o FN FAL assanlt
rifle en the Internet and- said he
planned to build a similar gun, then
shoot. 'his supervisor, othor employ-
ces and Farmington Hills police

Attorneys argue:
What’s a g‘am?

Srary PaoTos oY
See here: Wayne County assistant prosecutor Patrick

Muscat displays pieces of a rgle during a preliminary exam
on charges against a former Compuware employee.

Coafer: Defendant Kevin
Olender talks with his
attorncy, Darryl Fink.

officers who would respond.

When police raided Olender's
heme Feb. 18, they said they found
hts to build two of the rifles, plus

ds of rounds of ion
magazines and apeed loaders.

Muscat presented witnesses in
‘Thursday's hearing to determine

Shooting troubles
district educators

BY TRACRY BIRKENHAUER
BTAFY WRITER

Bill Smith heard about the elemen-
tary school shooting death from a con-

(dintrict) schools and the F:
and Farmington Hills communities,”
Russell said.

It was Russell who got the ball
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The first place to visit
vhen you're looking for a
new place to live?
The Real Estate ads .
Jonf o in today'’s
HomaTown Classifieda!

cerned pnrenl calling his achool. The
Long 'y School principal
was stunned.

On Tuesday, 6-year-old Kayla Rol-
land was shot and killed by o six-year-
old male clasamata at Buell Elemen-
tary School in Mt. Morris Townahip.
On Monday, the childron allegedly
argued on the playground.

Ho said he'd kill her.

Brouillette, Sharp will run again for school board

By Tt SMITH
avars
tamnlth@oe homecomm.not

It's not quite ‘Gmundhn Day,” the

Blll Murray movie in which the main
*s lifo kept ing. But it
might seem that way for Gary Sharp.

During Tuocsday's regular meeting of
the Farmington Board of Education,
iocumbent Sharp announced he would
~ again - be running in the June school
election,

Sharp was appolntoed in 1997 to fill
the vacancy created by tho unexpected
resignatioa of Joseph Svolw for profes-
sional reasana, His nypmnunenr. was to
serve until the 1988 schoo! elec-
tion, when Sharp uumufully ran for
the final year of Svoke's four-year

*1 now have to run again for the soat
that becvoes available (Monday) June
12,” Sharp said, "I thought it was

‘The next doy, he did.

Detroit-area news stations quickly
reported the story, with a couple sta-
tions even interrupting broadcasts,

Principal Smith quictly relayed tho
information to teachers, asking them to
monitor radio and television programs
in their classrooms. He didn't want
children hearing the news at scheol. He
wanted children to hear about the
scary incident at home, where they
knew they wero safe and their parents
would be there for support.

case see Ad

every four years.”

He said he hoped
the timing of his
announcomeont
might be a good
omen for his re-clec-
tion bid.

Also announcing
plans to re-elec-
tion was school
board Prosident
Priacilla Bmuillal&n,
first elected in 1996,

“1 think we car
move forward very quink.ly Broulllette
said. “And 1 look forward to continuing
that work.”

Both incumbents, paruculnrly Sharp,

o-formed an
nssoclntion want to keep
better tabs on the
festi

WRITER
tamith@os.homecomm.net
Morchanta of the recently resurrect-
d D F i Busines

e n Far
Associntion held what was described as
a “very positive” sesaion about issues
such s the new-look founders festival.

Hoating the meeting at the Pnata
Stop was Rogor Ratkowski, owner of
the Farmington Road ecatery.

“It was very positive, and we want to
be positive,” said Ratkowuki Friday.
“We don’t want {0 have any animosity,
even though it started out that way.”

According to Ratkowski, the mem-
bers discussed Farmington Area
Fourders Festival Inc. president Jim
Stark's answers to a set of their quee-
tions about the festival.

They left with the understandi

val this com-

ax to pind.- -
ﬂmudlywuamlwnd»
standing, a lack of commu-
‘nication before. We want to *
umlmhmlltbottor

Skip
Rosem‘hal
—Books Abound, about festival

June 22-24 festival. X

“It’s not the money,” said Ratkowaki,
Rather, it’s the way businesses were
netified, and the attitude to “Here, do
it We want to know what we're get-
ting for our money,”

Perhaps they will have some light
shed on the situation during the 8 p.m.
Monday Farmington City Council
meeting. That's when Stark is ached-
uled to discuss the annual three-dny
event.

Books Abound co-owner Skip Rosen-
thal, also at the Wednesday night
mcelmg. seid that the association

vowed to maintain a friendly

that the merchant’s asseciation was
back to stay and that they still had
more unanawered questions to present
to Stark.

“It will stay in effect,” Ratkowaski
said, “We'll meet as necessary. But
right now, that will be every week.”

Apparently, the merchants aren't
that upset about the $50 feo that each
musat pay in order to display merchan-
dise in front of their atares during the

front in further dealings with the
FAFF, the board which manages and
oversees the event. The FAFF is a non-
profit organization, which hired Watts-
UP Inc. to coordinate the festival,

Represent us

“We have no nx to grind,” Rosenthal
soid. “There really was a misunder-
standing, a lack of communication

Please sce MERTHANTS, A2

Workshop offers a

DY JOANNE MALISZEWSKS
STAFF Wi
Jmtizsewakitoo homecommnet

So you want to get into politics. But
do you know how?

The League of Women Voters and
the Women Officials’ Network are here

to help with a cempmgn workshop

d to teach
the ropes for turning your dream of
running for clection into a reality.

“Money, Organization & Media, The
Nats and Bolts of Running for Public
Office” ia scheduled for 8:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. Saturday, March 25, in the
Wexford Room of the Willinm Costick
Activities Center, 28600 11 Mile.

“This is really meant for first-timers
— anyone who truly has not had a com-
petitive race,” said Barbara Moore-
house of the Women Officiala’ Network.
“It’s also for anyone who wants to work
on & campaign.”

The workshop is divided into three
major facets of running a campaign:

B Organizing & campaign to win.
Three panelists, Tim Donovan, Al
Lanstra and Rich Poling, have experi-
ence running a variety of campaigns.

B Fi Presenter

primer in p@ﬁiti@s

WOMEN IN |/ l

tures Moorchouse, who has served as
treasurer on a number of political com-
mittees, who will talk about what
finances candidaten are required to
report,

W “How Not to Handle the Media,”
will be a presentation by Tim Skubick,
producer/anchor of the political affaira
show “Off the Record.”

‘The workshop is not the first effort
by either group to interest newcomers
in polities or to give newcomers, cspe-
cially women, a hand.

e league belicves very strangly in
citizen participation in gavernment,”
said Eva Packard, LWV president.
“This ulso means running for govern-
ment and that starts at the local levei.
‘We encourage citizens to do that.”

Last November, the LWV and the
Women Officials’ Network hosted a
panel discussion - which included
Farmington City Council member

a
Denise Sloan, a professional fund-rais-
er for political and non-profit clients,
will talk about where to get money to
runa A second fen-

JoA McShane - in which clected

women officials discussed their experi-

ences in politica, .
“That was more of an opportunity for

“Wo have a storm
cloud on the front,
vouchersa,” Sharp
aaid. “I'm part of n
board that's taking o
very strong stand in
opposition to vouch.
ers.”

On  June 12,
depending on
whether Sharp and
Brouillette officially
file nominating peti-
tiona for the election, the incumbents
will make a bid for two four-year terms
that voters will decide. Those terms
would expire on June 30, 2004.

Any didate who wishes to scek

want to ace some
through. They are taking the lead in
their opposition to the voucher move-
mont, a state constitutional amend

ment that would allow public dollara w
be furmoled to private and parochial

peop: to an
on Feb. 28, which only comes once

achools,

election to the board must file a nomi-
nating petition and an affidavit of iden-
tity no later than 4 p.m. on Monday,
April 10, 2000.
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