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‘ (B‘d[rorl note: Diane Hanson of
* Canton recently took the trip of ¢
lifetime — she visited Israel. This
i» part Il of ker two-part atory.)

BYDII-NI HANSON

e City of David is the capi-
tal of Israel and the largost
ardd most populated city in
e country.

Old Jar\;anlom is at the heart
f one of the holiost and most

Intriguing cities in the world.
King David choso Jerusalem to
bu his capital and built the first
“tomplo thers which was

. deatroyed by the Babylonians in

-686 BC. King Herod, who died in
4 BC, built the second temple,
where Jeaus was brought by his
parents, where he taught and
prayed. That temple was
destroyed by the Romans in AD

X z'D'.I'lm Jewish Quarter in the Old

City detes to the 15th century
when the Jewish people desired
th livo in the area of tha Wostern
{Wailing) Wall, the only remnant
of the second temple. The tradi-
tion of praying at the well began
around AD 200-300 when some
rabbis taught that tho presenco
of God still remains at tho loca-
tion of the former Holy of Holicd.
_Ta this day pilgrims come to
tho Wall'to pray and inscrt
prayers and potitions, written on
bits of paper, into tho cracks of
the towering ancient artitact.
But just on the other aide of
the Wailing Wall on the Temple
' Mount, standing on tho location
of the former Jewish Temple is
yet another reason for religious
tension. There the Dome of the
Rock was built in AD 691 and is
now the Muslim mosque that
encomposses tho huge rock

Dcn’tumbmwmum...

Travellng to lsraet can bo the
experlence of a lifstime. Being
well-Informed and preparad
ahead of time can make things
g0 much more amoothly.

8 Pack light - Although lsrael ts
a small country, there are 8o
many sites to ses that you will
be frequently packing up to
move to the next destination.
Take coordinating clothing thet
can be mixed and matched and
preferably wrinkle-free.
Lightwelght pants and short-
sleeved shirts are approprlate In
most areas. During the warmer
months of summer and fall,
shorts would be more comfort-
able for visiting the ancient
ryins and sites in the desert
areas, but don't plan on wearing
them or tank tops or low-cut
tops to any of the holy sites -
you mey be tumed awey. Pack a
sweater or light jacket. Even
summer evenings can drop
below the 70a, especlally In the
northern regions of the cauntry.
W Many hotels have lrons and

hatr dryers, but if you aro stoy-
(ng in a kibbutztype fodg(ng you
may wish to bring travel sppli
ances with you, An electrical
converter sat wlil also be neces-
sary.

A Monsy ~ Dollars can be con-
verted into shekels at the air-
port in Israe! or at any bonk
there. U.S. dollars are also
accepted In many places. Most
major credit cards are welcome
nearly evarywhera In lsrael and,
yeu. there are ATM machines.

@ Phone home — If you plan on
steylng In contact with family
and friends back In the U.S. be
sure to take some pro-poid
phone cards with you. | have
seen the cords available for as
low as $12 for 200 minutes.
Even though a 60-minute card
wlll only ast about seven min-
utes when calling from Isreel, it
Is stifl conslderably cheaper
than dialing direct from a hetel,
¥ Travol Info ~ The official Web
slte of the Israel Ministry of
Tourlsm is www.goisraet.com or
cgll them toli-freo at 1-888-77-
ISRAFL.

believed to bo where Mohammed
ascended into heavon, leaving
his footprint embodded in the
boulder’s surface. It is also a
holy nite for Jews and Christians
as the place where Abraham
nearly socrificed his son Iaaac at
the Lord’s command.

Its golden dome and intricate
blue mosaic exterior make it an
casily identifiable landmark in
the Old City.

Traveling through the Chris-
tian section of the city, I found
the Garden of Gethsemane was
smaller than I hoad imagined.

PROTOS Y DIANK HANSON.

A moment of prayer: An Orthodox Jewish man is deep
in prayer as he walks near the Wailing Wall in

Jerusalem.

But seeing the gardon with ita
ancient olive trees was incredi-
bly inspiring. The oldest, biggest
and most gnarled tree there is
belioved to date back to the time
of Jesus.

I had anticipated a spiritual
experionca walking alang the Via
Dalorosa (the 14 Stations of the
Crosas), beginning at the Church
of the Flagellation and ending at
the Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre. Most of the way is lined by
markets with proprietora hawk-
ing thoir wares, which can be a
definite diatraction.

The last five stations arc shel-
tered in the Church of the Holy
Scpulchm the holiest Christian

sito,

St. Helena, the mother of Con-
atantine, built tho first church in
the fourth century. The Cru-
saders built the current building
in the 12th century.

The holy site is now divided by
six Christinn fniths, cach respan-
sible for its own section. To aveid
contlict, the guardians of the key
to the door of the church are two
Mustim families. Every morning
and every evening, a fomily
member climbs the ladder to
unlock or lack the mesoive deor.

The Roman Cathclics have an
altar at the 13th station where
Jesus in nailed to tho cross. The
Greek Orthodox elaim tho 14th
station with an altar built over
top of the rock where Jesua was
crucified - Golgatha ~ visible
through the glass floor and from
below. They also claim Jesus’
torab.

Must-see museums

We visited the Tower of David
Museum near the end of our trip
through Israel, but porhaps that
would be a good place to atart. It
holds a fabulous introduction to
Jerusalem's 4,000 years of histo-
ry. The restored remains of the
2,000-ycar-old citadel became
the site of the museum, Each
room holds a different period of
Jorusalem's history.

.will convince you that
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Divided: The Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem is the holiest of Christian
gites. The church is divided between six Christian faiths and to heep the peace, two
Muslim families hold the key to the massive door.

The Shrine of the Book at tho
Isracl Muscum is the major
attraction there and inspiring.
But, if time permits, there ia 80
much more at the musoum,
including archeologieal finds and
the interiors of three original
Bynagogues.

A visit Lo Yad Vashem ~ the
National Memorial and Musecum
of the Holocaust - is one that
few can leave with dry eyes, The
vivid photographs and written
descriptions left impressions on
me that will last a lifotime.

The memorial to the 15,000
children who died is at the same
time, beautiful and eerie. Foints
of light represcnting the chil-
dren, their nomes and countrics
read in a continuous stoady
rhythm, permeate the totcl
darkness ingide,

“This ia not a holocaust of just
the Jews,” anid our guide, Oded
Geva, whose parents eseaped
Germany just after Adolph

Hitler was made chancelior.
“This place is a warning to the
vhole world, We are not telking
here about Jews, we are talking
about peaple.”

Galilee

Of all the magnificent ancient
and holy sites in lsrac!, my
favorite was the Galilee area,
The Galilee, as the arca around
the sea ia referred to, is lush,
green and fertile with an abun-
dance of colorful flowers.

It is cortain Jeaus viaited the
Sca of Galilee — the only fresh-
water body in Israel, In Caper-
naum, a fifth-century AD syna-
goguo sits ntop the ruins of one
of just two aynagogues - the
other was in Mnaada. The
remaing of what ia believed to be
St. Pater's houso are in Caper-
naum. The house had been
extended into an octagonal
church - for the eight blesnings

of the Beatitudes — in the early
days of Christianity.

Tabgha, on the northwest
whore of the Sea of Galilee fs the
home of two important sites. One
is the traditional aite where it is
belioved Jesus fed 5,000 with
two fish and five loaves. The
remaina of two successive Byzan-
tine churches built in the fourth
and fifth centuries were found
there in 1932, The Benedictines
built the church standing there
today.

Tell us about your trip of a life:
time. Send photos, with a bricf
description of your trip, and a
phone number where you can be
reached, to Keely Wygonik,
Observer Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraf?, Livonia, MI 48150,
fax (7340 591-72789 or e-mail
kwygonik®@oc. homecomm.net,
Please: do not c-mail pho-
tographs.
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With the U.S. exchange rate $1V*
More cash means more play time and more chances to win!
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RE envrerzamnmeNT:

Our Showtime™ Lounge brings you the stars you grew up
with, up close and personal!

ME@RE, cosmrorr & cONVENIENCE!

Our exceptional customer service and location in
beautiful downtown Windsor means you'll simply have

M@RE enjoyable time.

Is this &M@RE worth a quick trip across the border?
YOU BET IT IS!
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