The Obacrver & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, MARCH 5, 2000

(FAS

Case

from page Al

'

whather Olender will be bound
over for trial in Circuit Court.
That decision wasn't made
becauss defense attornoy Darryl
Fink asked that final arguments
be presanted in writing, so he
could rebut the atate's con-
tention that Olender actually

weapon.

Fink argued threughout the
exam that the gun parts Olender
owned could not, on their own,
fire o projectile and could not be
called a “firearm,” by legal defi-
nition. But Muscat said case law
pointa to 8 more broad inlerpre-
tation of that defInition,

“The facts and the law don’t
equal up tg a charge,” Fink snid.
“It goes deeper than e simple
npcrnblmy issue. My conlention
is this doem’t even qualily s a
firearm.”

Fink pointed out Olender was
in Wyandotte when he was
arreated, but & receiver — which
would maka the gun fully opera-
tionnl — wos still at a gun deal-
er’s shop in Manchester. In what
proved to ba the day's most
explosive testimony, Muscat
charged Kevin Olendor con-
spired with his father, Edward,
to obtain that piece, deapite fed-
cral regulations againat Kevin
owning it.

The word “conspiracy” clearly
floored Fink, who immediately
Jodged an objection.

*“There's a definition for this.
It's called ‘sandbagging',” he
eaid, pointing out the prosecu-
tion hadn't raised any such allo-
gations before the hearing. “I
cannot posaibly be expacted to
argue a conspiracy hetween my
ciient and his father.”

However, Muacat suid, Fink
did have credit card receipts
showing Edward Olender hud
paid for the receiver.

Firearms doaler Jumes Warn-
er testified he'd rocoived a call
from Kevin Olender carly this
year, during which Olender said
he was interested in a “trunafer,”
or purchase of an out-of-state
weapon through a local, licensed
dealer. Warner explained the
procedure, and Olender called
back o few days later.

“The secand time, he told me
what he needed,” Warner said.
“He told me he'd Lean In touch
with an out of atate vendor in
Minnesota, Federal Armas... ook

identifies the suspect.

. ing for an upper recelver for an
rifle.”

When Warner cxpluined o fed-
eral background check would be
required, Olonder unid not to
order the part, but he'd call
back. A few days loter, Warner
said, he received a call from
Edward Olender, whose credit
card was used to pay for the

part.

Jowever, Kevin Olender called
to et up an oppointment to plek
up the recciver, on Peb, 19, the
day after he was arrestad, Mus-
cat said. As a matter of law, he
explained, ho didn’t have to
charge either man with conspira-

cy.

*Their attempt was to avold
the Jaw,” he stated. “I don't have
to charge the conspiracy, I only
have to show intenl.”

Warner aluo testified he®
would, under no circymstances,
have given the gun to Kevin
Olender on the day of delivery.
Before Lurning over the receiver,
he said, the buyer would have to
sign a federal form,

"You didn't think there was
anything wrung with this trans-
netion, dif you?” Fink asked.

“No, sir,” Warner reapanded,

Whili: Edward Olender never
suid he was purchasjng tho part
for his son, Warner said, “1
ussunied the two of them were in
pertnership.”

Judge Kalmbach also heard
expert testimony from retired
State Treoper Dave Townshend,
who hae testified in over 400
cases about firearms design,
function, assembly, repair and
teat firing. Townshond said it
would take six to eignt hours,
and a raft of tooln inciuding a
lathe, lorch, torqua wrench, bar-
rel vise and other more common
toski to fully assemble the FN
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ID: Farrmni;ton Hills police Detective Bob Tiderington

FAL kita.

Under cross-sxamination,
‘Townshend said the gun parts as
they were could be modified to
propel a profectile, as could any
metal, tube-shoped structure.

“If a person has ingenuity, o
person could place a cartridge in
a pipe and fire it,” Townshend
aaid, “I have scen barrels cut
dowa from firearms and vsed on

another device, but not one like . gam|

this.”

Also ontered into evidence
were thres e-mails taken from
the central server at Com-
puwars, from Olender’s g-mail
sccount. The company’a director
of security said ho had a special
account that aslowed him to
accens employces’ ¢-mail, even
though they require a password.

Bent to firearms-related com-
panies, the notes indicated Olen-
der was in the proceas of pur-
chasing & FN FAL kit in Novem-
ber and was looking for informa-
tion then about the receiver and
gun sasembly,

An e-mail gent from his
account Jan. 22 said Qlender
was a new FAL owner and want-
ed to purchase accessorios for
the gun, such as stripper clipn
fapeed lunders) and bandoliers,

Fink pointed out e-mait could
be tampered with, but didn't
object to their admisaion as evi-
dence, for the preliminary exam.

Judge Kulmbach ordered Fink
to have his final urgument filed
by Monday afternoon, and Mus-
cat's response by Wedneaday. He
went a hearing ¢n at 11 a.m,
Thursdey to determine whether
Olender will bo bound over for
trial in Circult Court.

Muscat said no charges had
been filed agninst Edward Olen-
der, and he didn't know whethor
there would be,
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rolling for the grant. He applied
last fall through CVB and the
program made ths final five, out
of an spplicant pool of 65,

Russe!l said a pane) of repre-
sentatives were sent by CVS to
visit the RAGE club at Harrison
and interview members about
the innovative program. “The fol.
lowing Monday, we were
informed that our proposal had
been accepted.”

Amung goals of the club is for
studenta to have an oppartunity
to live balanced lives.

Arcas of so-called “balance,”
Russell said, inciudo the follow-
ing: development of school/com-

y 1d spirit; ¢ ity
service; creative arts; intellectu-
al development; leadership
training; multicultural diversity;
phyeical development; and social
development.

Programs supported by the
grant will emphesize thess nrean
of balance, ha said.

“Another main goal of the club
in to give students ths opportuni-
ty to seize the dey — carpe diem,”
Russell said. “Many people hear
this philosophy, but don't know
how to live every moment of life
as fully as pmllble.

“I'm not saying we do know
how, but we keep on trying.”

RAGE is bazed on the theme
“rage sgainst the dying of the
light,” or, against *games of -
empliness,” according to Cleland

at the school-citics meeting.

Students meet at Junch and
discuss social topics and worthy*
ofter-school projects, such s the
upcoming districtwide school dis-
trict telethon, 8 p.m, Friday,
Mareh 17, to 3 p.m. Baturday,
Mnreh 18, ltdun'ﬂ'lvﬂ
at North.

RAGE is taking on an active
role in helping spark intevest in
the telethon.

Shriners’ cowboy-Indian parade act |
prompts concern for cultural group

Dick Miller fsn’t a Bhriner,
he's a2 Moson. But he doesn't
understand what the big deal is
nbout letting Shriners continue
with their traditional cuwboyr
and Indians” act in F

dent Bob Maxfield. “The way wo
understand it, if the ... council
can't be straightforward and say
cartoonish depictions of native
Amerjcans are offensive, who
can say it?”

Maxfield emphasized that the
Shriners’ act p atereo-

inclusion of the Indian act pro-
motes further stercotypes. He
udded thet the council also
wnnts ather community groups
to help with “the outreach to
Bhriners to help them under-
stand.”

e hil

Lauhoff said the

annual founders parade.

“Personally, I think they've
added to the parade in the past
and I don't feol strongly that
they should get rid of them,” said
Miller, a Livonia resident who
belongs to the Farmington
Mesonic Temple. “It doean't
bother me.”

Further, said Miller, ho knows
ueveral of the Shriners, same
with Indian heritage, “and it
doesn't bother them.”

But a confrontation is seom-
ingly brewing between the
Shriners and Farmington Multi-
cultural/Multiracial Council, l}u.
lntter of which embraces di
ty. The council, during a recent
meeting, decided it wants the
Shriners to get rid of the “car-
toonish* Indian act and be more
sennitive to pative Americans
iiving in the community.

*As part of the multicultural
counctl T agrea with thy dacision
to encourage the parade commit-
tee (Formington Area Founders
Festival Inc.} to work with the
Shriners ond eliminate the
material that Is offensive,” dnid
Farmington echools Superinten-

Name

types, hing the multicul-
tural/multiraciat council i deter-
mined to eliminate.

The Shriners apparently have
fired back with 8 “take it or
leave it” atance. They bring 21
individual acta to the parade,
something they’ve been involved
with since the 1960s. If any win-
gle act got the boot, none would
come to Farmington.

Happy medium sought
“That’s my understanding,”
said Farmington City Muonnger
Frank Lauhoff, who is on the
FAFF board. “If they have to
pure it back, they won't come.
“People have to remember that
the Shriners have been part of
the parade since the baginning.”
He also noted that the yund-
roising efforts of the Shriners, o
Aational organization, help fund
children’s burn centers in hospi-
tals acrosa the United Btotes,
*They're an old organization,”
Louhoff said. “They do a lot of
good and they're community
minded. Thoy alsu are looking at
ways they nced to change and
improve na cociety changes,”

According to Maxfield, the
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hourd is in favor of including the
Shriners - Indian act and all ~
in the parade, and that the ulti-
mate decision belongs with
bourd members.

“Therc’s probably a difference
of opinion of how to deal with
these concerns,” Lauhoff enid.
Jeigh Flaharty, president of
the Farmington Arca Chomber
of Commerce, is hopeful that
both sides can come to o “hoppy
medium” over the issue.

*It's very traditional for them
and we huve to rerpect their tra-
ditions,” Flaharty said. “But they
nlsn have to respect the wishes
of the multicultural council.”

Flahurty naid the Shriners
wer: asked to “tone it down” for
the parade.

Kuren Bolson, co-chair of the
multicultural council, said the
flap goes back about ﬁvn years
and is “opponite to what we soy
in our puiding pnnciplcs and in
vur mission statement.”

Bolson added, however, thn&
ultimatums is not *what we'r¢
shout. We're about building
bridges and working with the
Shriners, And we'd like to tulk
with them somne more *
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