It's tourney time
in boys hoop, and
the winners are:

Picking high school baskatlall win-
ners come state tournoy time i3 n ovi-
ence,

OK, it's not a scienco.

OK, for tho most part it's nothing
but guese work.

0K, it's one part guess work, one
part research and one part throw-the-
team-names-against-the-wall:and-
seg-which-one-sticks.

Once upon a time, [ used to be good
at thio, Then again, once upan a time,
there wero a lot of things ¥ used to do
wall,

But like crobgress, hay fever and
the Rouye River flooding Hines Drive,
I won't stop. That's becavee my
fuvorite part of tourney play is when
area teams da their best to prove me
wrong. (A complate list of district
pairings can be found on B2}

CLASS A
At Wost Bloomilatd

Toame: Wost Bleomfleld, Forming- |

ton, Bluomfleld Hills Lohser, Farming-
ton Hlils Harrison, North Farmington

Prodictad Winnar: If this was foot-
ball, it would be easy. But sinca Bob
*Down-Up~ Sutter Isn’t ceaching varsl
ty hoops, it's a tittle more difficult, A
lot mare difficult. Three teams can win
~— West Bloomlfield, Farmingten and
North Famiington. NF won the Western
Lalies regular seasor, Fermington was
the, only team to beat the Ralders In
the WLAA and this WB Is mere entor-
taining than its TV network counter-
part. The survivor [s: North Farmington,
which crulees past Lahser in the final
aftet squeaking by West Bleomtleld in
the semis,

; At Romulus

Yobms: Romulus, Livonla Frankiln,
Belleyiile, Garden Clty, Wayne Memori-
al, Westland John Glenn,

Prodictod Winnar: Wayne? Chuck
Henry's done one of his best coaching
Jjobs yet. John Glenn? Could be a sieep-
er, but has been an underachlever. Gar-
den Clty? In any other district, maybe,

‘but here? Not without Justin Ocker-
man. Frankiin? Ummm, no. So let's-

think abaut this, Time's up. Romulus
over Bellovilic in the flnsl, only
beceuss of tha homecourt advantage.
At Recond Unlon
Teame: Unlon, Detrolt Henry Ford,
Cethollc Cantral, Southtield, Livonla
Stevenson, Detroit Redford.
Prodicted Winnoz: CC could be 2
darkhorse, dapending on which toam

.shows up. If-Unlon or Stevenson win

this distrlet, i'm serving sheot cake at
school Tuesday with icing saylng
“Nothlng s over until we say It [s,” Tha
winner wlil come out of the bottom
bracket, Monday's game between CC
and Southfield shoutd be & shootout:
As a reward the winner gots Detrolt
Redford, which first squoaks past
Southfiold In the semls then snesks
past Henry Ford In the Anal.

v

Toams: Novi, Livonia Churchill,
Northvilla, Canten, Saiem.

Prodlcted Winnor: There aln’t no
rostrictor-plate recing here, This dis-
trict ts wide-wpen. Salem might be the
favorlte becauso It lald a big hurt on
Weslern Lokes fav Walled Lake, West-
etn boforo tosing in the WIAA champl-
onshlp. But come tourney time, as Bob
Brodle wili tell you, the past don't
rmean nuthin’, sspectally when ali five
teams ore within three wins of eacn
other. Tho dart board says . . . Canten
over Salem.

CLASS B
At Orchard Leko St Muty's

Toaris: OLSM, -Bloomfleld Hills
Andaver, Redford Thurston, Cranbrook,
Datrolt Sountsy Day,

Prodictod Vilanor; Tha good nows for

. Thurston Is that if It beats Cranbrook

on Wednesday, It's in tho district
finals. The bad nows would be It faces
the St. Mary's-Country Cay winrer.
This i8 ke choosing beiwsun which
you'd want moro: A braken amm or'a
brokan log, They bath hurt, the ques-
tlon 18 how rauch. Forget the cake
here, If Thureton wing the district over
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UD-Merey’s Daguanno aims for fences, record

B Sonier Mike Daguanno is
positioned to become the

- caraer leader in home runs

this year for the Universily
of Detroit-Mercy.

BY DAN O'MEARA
BYAFF WRITER
doinenrcOoo.homocomm.nrt

Tomorrow can't come soon snough for
Mike Daguanno of Farminiton Hilla.

“I'ver got cabin fever right now,” ho
snid, exploining how the University of
Detroit-Morcy baceball tesm spends
much of the winter practicing in “The
Dungeon,” which s roally the buse.
ment of Calihan Hall,

Dugunnne won't be content to just
move outdvors whon the Titana etart
their 0znzon Mondny at Mercer Univer-
sity in Macen, Gn. If all goes well, it
could be & hig year for Daguanno ard

The genjor first
bassman and for-
mer * Redfor
Catholic Central
all-stater is on
the verge of a
major milestanc
nimaelf ang iy
cayer to lead the
Titans back to
prominence.

Daguanne has
hit for avorage
nearly every year
of his ¢areer, but now he hits with
power, too.

Having never hit more then three
dingers in any seoson at CC, Daguanro
has botome a home run hitter for
UDM. "

In fuct, he needs only. four more tu
surpass Jamie Lopiccolo (1992-95) and
becomg UDK's ‘all-time leader. He led
the Titans with 13 and 14 homers the
last tvio years, renpectively; his threo-
year total stands at 30, ;

“I was nover really a home run hitter
coming into eollegs, and 1 waen’t my
freshman year,” ko said. *I guees I just
exploded my sophomore yeur.”

Daguanno attributes his recently-
unleashed power to a regular workout
regimen that includes weight training
and running. )

The 6-foot-1, 210-pound. Daguanno
weighs the same as he did in high
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Pawor hitter:

Senior first baseman Mike Daguanno of Farmington Hills hopes to lead the Universi-

ty of Detroit-Mercy baseball team to another Midwestern Collegiate Conference championship.

schuol but has turned fat into musete;
“We call him our Lou Gehrig,
because he's built just like him —
stocky, big arms, broad ghoulders,”
UDMM conch Bob Milter oaid.
“He's not fat anymore, pol! He's got a
little skinny wuist and he's worked

* hurd, He's our franman; well, that's our

Tou Gehrig?

But Daguanno isn't just a muscled
longhall hitter. He led the Midwestorn
Collegiate Conference with = 400 aver-
age two years ago and hit a respectohle
.329 lost year. He also led the Titans
the lnst two seaaons in RBI with 48
and 39, reapectively,

“I don't know what happened my
h year,” D said. “It

seemed the ball was a beach ball every
tisne I went up to bat.

“It helped that Mike Pesci (Farming-
ton Hille/Harrison High) waa hitting

ind me, and I got tv sco a lot more
pitchea.”

Hitting from the left side, one of
Dapguanno's strengtha Is that he keops
opposing pitchers and fielders guess-
ing, according to Miller.

“Some of his beat shots ara to left-
center ficld, and thaot makes him a
toughor aut for the pitcher,” he said.
*He docan't try to pull everything. He
hits them where they're pitched and
with power to all fields. That's what is
80 beautiful about him,”

D who has made the All-

MCC second team two steaight years,
was selected MCC Presenson Player of
The Year by College Boacbull Weekly
going into hie junior season, but the
ond-of-yoar honor went to somegne

else,

It was tho kiso of death; it always
is,” Daguanzo said, adding forsior .
teammate Jason Gombos was the 1898
pick. “Jay had a decent year, but he
wasn't Player of the Year. It's kinda
like being on the cover of Sports Hlus-
trated. L

“l was completely honored that my
name was in Bosebail Weekly, It was
kinda neat knowing it was voted on'by
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Roglonat toumsy: Farmingtcn’é Eric Zelman delivers the puck
while CC's Brian Williams tries to get o stick in the way.

Shamm;ﬁks ndtch re’gional win over Flyers

By DAN O'MPARA
STATP WAITZR
domoaraBoc.homecomm.nct

Farmington Unified coach Glenn
Breuhan was impressed, to say the
Icast, with the Redford Catholic Cen-
tral hockey team he saw Thursday
night. Everyone eloe at Redford Ice
Arena had to be, too.

For tho sucond time in ap many
games, the Shamrocks invoked the
mercy rule by beating Breuhan's Flyers
in o regional taurney semifinal, 12-2.

The victory boosted top-ranked CC's
record to 23-2 heading into the chamnpi-
onship game Saturday against Livenia
Stevenson, which defeated Allen Park
in the other semifinal Wednesday, 2.1.

“They showed why thoy're No. 1,”
said Breuhen of the Shamrocka.
“They’re so {ast and so strong. One-on-
one, they're just far superior than we
were. We haven't run inte a team like
that all year.

*I have a hard time believing any-
body hos £o many talented players and
8o much depth. I'd say thoy're the team
ta beat.” .

HOCKEY

CC carved out a 7-0 lead alter 6neo
period, and the game ended after two
due to the mercy rule, which comes
into play when there's a 10-goal differ-
ential nfler two periods.

The Shamrocks spread the scoring
among nine players, but Brian
Williems was the team lender with
three goals.

Mike Ratignn scored twice; Brett
John, Jimn Spiewak, Brandon Knleniet-
ki, Jured Ross, Sean Genrich, Joe
Moreau and John Perkovich contribut.
ed one goal cach.

The list of players with nssists was
even longer.

John, Roas, Derck Genrich, Androw
Eggert, Joe Hillebrand, Ryan Yost and
Kaleniecki were credited with two
apicee, Single asaists went to Jahn
Bowers, Spiewak, Rick Duttery, Dave
Meaa, Moreay, Williama and Eric Rein.
hardt, -
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