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Huatlag trophy: Faul Opfermann of Farmington. Hills

displays the buck he shot on

a hunting trip to Mexico.

Devaloping
sirategies for
wildgnmo man-
agoment ig not
an casy task. In
this diversified
socioty wo live
in thers are u
numbor of vari-
ables uned to
develop manage-
ment plans for
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PAR’I’{’#I all of our
e Wildlifo apecics,
The  blac

bear is ene epecics that receives
extra attention. A shy and reclu-
sive croature, black bears are
often misunderstood by humans.
‘Thut's why the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Reaources and
the Michigan Berr Hunters
Associntion teamed up to held a
Black Bear Sympusium on Fri-
dny, March 10, at the Northficld
Hilton in Troy.

A distinguished ponel of
resenrch biologists will discuso
the various human cultures and
beliefs, economic fuctors and
land use trands that will influ-

bear specinlist Tim Reis. “There
ora lota of differcnt stake holdera
with a wide variety of expecta-
ticrs on how tho resouree chould
be managed and wo want every-
ona to be aware of this.

“We don't want this sympo-
sium to be some hurd-cere pro-
sentation,” added Reia. *Wo
want it to be fun and educationat
and we want people to lsave
with a botter understanding of
the resourco and the chellengeo
wo face now and in the futuro.”

The theme of the event is,
“People, Beara and Challenges
for tho 21st Century.”

“This i un excellent opportu-
nity for hunters and the general
public to come out and learn ol
about the black bear,” said West-
Iund's Bill Sutherland, n past
president of the Michigan Beer
Hunters Associntion. “When the
anti-huntors came here in 1996
and tried to cnd bear hunting,
one of the things we realized aa
hunters is that people in genar-
ul, and a lot of hunters, too, don't
know a whole lot about bears
and bear management.

Thi

ence future bear in
HMichigan, North America an
othwr paris of the world

“Our primary purpoee is to
enlighten Lear hunters, the gen-
eral public and wildlife man-
agers in the regicn to batter
understand what bear manage-
ment involves teday,” said DNR

E] posium is a good way
to learn moro nbout them, and
it's totally freo.”

There is no charge for the sym-
posium, which is slated to begin
at 10 a.m.

Researchers acheduled to
speak ot the symposium include:
Dr. Dave Garshelis of the Min-

nesota DNR, who will apesk oa
his cxtensive rescarch on fivs of
the world'a cight bear gpucien;
Dr. “renk T. van Manes of the
U.8. Geoological Survey,
Agpalachian Ficld Lb, who will
cover the topic of “Black Bear
Managemont Isaues in the
Soutbeastern U.9.% Dr. Martyn
Obard of the Ontario Minletry of
Natural Rescurcea, wha will talk
about “Bear Research and Man-
agement in Bastern Cunada's
and Dr. Larry Visser of the
Michigun DNR, who will explain
the intrienalos of "Bluck Bear
Popuiation Dynamico in the
gr.;n’x't Lakea and Northeastern

In pddition, Mr., Bill Rustemn of
Public Sector Concultants in
Lonsing will give a prezentation
on *Land Usa Trends in Michi
gan®; and Dr, Ben Payton of
Michigan State University, will
cover the topic of “A Socinl Car-
rying Capacity for Beare.”

‘Tha aymposium will conclude
with a ponel discusaion among
sl tho rescarchers and a ques-
ticn nud answer period.

“The Michigan Bear Hunters
Asnociation deserves a lot of
credit for helping us organizo the
eymposium,” said Reis. “They
mare it possible for some of the
most knuwledgeable people in
the world about bear to come to
Michigan for this specicl event.”

Takoe a break from the rigors of

your overydey affuira and stop
by the Northfield Hilton this I
day. Tho event promiees t be
good coe. K
Opfermann raakes beolz *~

Paul Opfermann of Farmiy,
ten Hills recently hnd a trem:

n

Black bear subject of symposium

dously successful hunting trip in

tho Sonora Dasert near Her-
rosille, Mexico. R
Hunting with n local guide cn
tho Ranche Aque Frio, Opfer-
manun and hie hunting pariner
Dr. Paud Misch, also of Farming-
ton Hills, both returned home "
with a trophy asd memories
that will last a lifetime,
Opfermann shot a 526 mule
deer and a 6x0 coues deer, The
couer deer turned out to be

real bonug &s it green scored 114

oa the Boone & Crockett scoring |

system, The rack must dry for 60
days before being officially
ecared. The minimum score for
coucs deer needed for entry into
the Boone & Crockett record
book is 110,

Misch alss ehot a nics coues
deer and a 6x5 mulo doer, R

(Bill Parker writes a weckly
outdoor column for the Gbserver
& Eccentric Newspapers.
Hunters and anglers are urged to
report their success. Questions
and comments ere aleo encour-
aged. Send information to: Bill
Parker, c/o Qutduors, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, MI 45009).

With. few exceptions, woodpeckers aren’t nuisance birds

i e Not far from
NlA:Lurgg the trail I

noticed a dead
aspen tree with
four feet of ite
trunk lying on
the ground.

Surrounding
the trunk sec-
tion were chips
and splinters of
wood, some of
which were five
inches long and
an inch in
width, A large, ragged, scalloped
section of the upright tree where
the chipa eriginated was plainly
visible.

This was the work of Michi-
gan's largest woodpecker the
pilented,
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The Beglay Organization, L.L.C.

According to the dictionary,
Pileated can be pronocunced with
cither a pi'te or & pil' sound. T
prefer to use the pi'le sound
because [ think of them as pro-
ferving pic to pills.

A pileated woodpecker is nbout
the size of a crow. Their chisel-
like bill has no problem creating
large chips of waod like I saw on
the ground.

Michigan has nine different
speciea of woodpecker. The
downy woodpecker is the smali-
ent, This black and white bird i
the most likely woodpecker to
vis'i; suet fecders in your back-

yard.
Its cousin, the huiry woodpeck-
er, in similar in coloration, just a

little bigger. We only sec them
one scventh as often as the
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Here is a great opportunity to check cut a
new Job. You’'ll be able to talk to recrulters
from all over the metropolitan area who

are eager to discuss a hew career or a
career change with you.

You'll have access to a wide range of

Jobs—from retall to the professions— ana
Il meet a lot of frlendly peopie who are
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downy, according to Christinay
bird count dnta.

Woodpeckers are a stately but
nctive group of birds. They can
be colorful like the yellow-bellied
sapaucker and red-hended wood-
pecker, or they can exhibit inter-
csting patterns of muted colors,
tike the northern flicker, Most
are variations of the black and
white color scheme.

As a group the 5 do

thoy were just following the
openings and grooves created
during manufacturing.
Sometimes a territorial wood-
pecker may find a down spout as
a drumming “log.” Resounding
echoca {rom these man-made
logs create o very impressive
sound that deters other males
and hopefully lures females into
this resourceful maleo's territory,
Unf ly, it's not impres-

not causc any problems, except
in a few casca,

When T-111 siding was
ingtalied on tho outside of
homes, woodpeckers soon took
advantage of the hiding places it
created for insects, Holes drilled
into the siding in perfectly
straight rows made it look like
they were using a level. Actually
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ay March 2911 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Interested In you and your career goals.

JObFair 2000 Is absolutely FREE.

4 Larry Goldsmith, The Job Coach, will
. be on hand to help you with your

Home Depot Spacial Oidor Conter
HomaTown Nowspapers
Huntinglon Managonient

sive to the heme owner at 6 a.m.
Especially on a weekend.
Except for these two faults,

woodpeckers are not pesky birda,

Theoy feed on insects that invede

dead or dying trees.

"Woodpeckers do not kill
healthy trees. Healthy trees do
not have inaects in fresh woed,
thus they are unable to find food,

Ty

" resume and glve you valuable
Interview advice.

Mark you calendar and plan to
be In Burton Manor on the 29th!
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Personnel Unlimited

Pinkarton Security
Tha Phoenix Group

Plastipak Packaging, Inc.

Premlum Protection

Rainbow

Phillips Service Industries, Inc.

Presbyterian Villages of Michigan
Providence Hospital & Mecical Centers

and the wood is too hard for
them to excavate.

Most woedpeckers stay around
all year long. This allows ua to
view them at suet feeders any
time of the year.

Woondpeckers in our yard bring
their young to our feeders and
show them what to cat and how
to cat. Watching this learning
process makeo us understand
that not all behavior ia innate or
instinctive.

If you travel into the Upper
Peninsula you will have a better
chuace to seo threc-toed and
black-backed woodpeckers that
we rarely see in southern Michi.

gon.

But lucky for ws, most places
that have trees, have woodpecky
ers to watch.
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O ‘Blichigan hao oino
differcnt spasles of
wosdposios’

Tired of moldy, mizsing,
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