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County tries boot camp idea for women inmates

.

BY PAT MURPHY selves,” she anid, “but from my  Deputy Joseph Tovar, vhoh-'
STAFY WRITER experienco we scem to get along bun a dn]l instructor for four,
pmurphyos. homecomm. net OK.* years, said he tries to use the!

Like any pilot program, Oak- Lang, a divorcee whose family snme motivational tactics fcr'
land County’s boot camp for caring for her dnughter, ll women as for mes. Women!
women is about to undergo close  gnd gon, 10, was d to have, on burst’
scrutiny. , jail last 'October after violating into tears. “But so have n.h'

*We want to find out if we are  probation. 8he had been convict-  trainces,” ho aaid.
successful, or what (if any) ¢d of forgery. If she completes The women's bootclmpvﬂlbu
changes need to be made,” said oot camp, Leng can gain her evaluated on two criteria, said,
Sheriff Michael J. Bouchard, freedom in March, rather than  Bouchard. "Are we successful —;
who opened Oakland's boot camp  August. do we instill a sense of pride and’
to women inmates last month. The physical training is tough, self reliance?” said the sheriff,

Of the six female inmates who  gaid Lang, who struggles daing o “and cost effectivenecss.”
volunteered for the military- gingle pushup. “And the drill As the initisl class of fomals.
style facility in Auburn Hills, {nstructors are always in your trainees is at its mid point, the;
two have aready dropped out.  faee * sho stid. jury is cut on both counts. !
The other four, if thuy complete , It costs roughly $75 a day to,
the eight-week program, are Day begins early house & regular jail lnmu,l
scheduled to graduate March 10, Inmates start the day around according to business manager!

Onkland’s boot camp was initi-  4:30 a.m. with 10 minutes of Dale Cunaingham, comparsd:
ated on a male-only basia in  physical exercine, followed by  with $45 per day to keep & nnh
1990 by the late Sheriff John F.  showers, breakfast and cleanup. tcainee. 'Wc ostimata ths cost|
Nichols, after whom the facility Much of the day is filled with for a female trainee to be about’
was subsequently dunbed “Camp  classes or work details, 3465 (per day), but we just don't'
Nichols.® His  succcssor, The ordeal will be worthwhile, know.”

Bouchard, decided to open the Lang ssid, providing it enables The boot camp is more cost
camp to women on an experi- her to more quickly rejoin her cfective with a greater number:
mental basis leas than o year youngsters and get on with her of trainees, noted Cunningham.

ufter teking over the depart- life. “It's going to be tough,” she “It's cheaper to supervise 10,

ment. ) said, *“I have no job, no tranc- inmates than it is six,” he said.
Male and femnle trainecs, a8 portation and no proapects.” Accordingly, Oakland is apen to
boot camp inmates are called, She'll nlsc need a new the idoa of accepting female

have separate sleeping facilitics  wardrobe. Lang estimates she  trainees from neighboring coun--
— men in tents, women in bil-  has lost more than 50 pounds ties, he said.

leta. But they share many of the  gince being jailed in October. Recidivism — or the rate .t
same facilities nnd underge The typical female traince is  which inmates get into addition-
many of the same disciplines drastically different compared al trouble after release — s,
and routine, such as physical with her male counterpart, said lower for male bnot camp’
training and class on aleohol or  Bouchard. The military regimen  trainees, compared with the gen-

drug abuse, that has proven 6o successful eral jnil population, said the
*Ag much 18 possible, we try to  with men doesn’t nceessarily  gheriff. "We suspect the same
treat male and female trainees  work for women, he said. will be true for women trainses,”

equally,” said Bouchard. “There  “We knew that going in,” said  he said, *but we've yet to find
are some obvious differcnces, but  the sheriff. “But we also knew  out.”

the discipline and troining are that we'd have to evaluate the Farmington Hilla Police Chief"

comparable.” program to find out what works, William Dwyer is optimistic.

One inmate, Tami Lang, 32, of and what needs changing.” about boot camp trainees —'

Oakland Township, said mixing One option, is putting more male or female. *The military.

Brary Puoto o Jom Sromaaxe  the genders has worked well —  emphasis on job training and  has the same boot camp for

2 h: tive. “] 3 inces fi »
F'eclng up to it: Says Tami Lang, inmate in the county boot camp, “The drill instruc- S:rll".':"ir{'o":‘ w%rnfcm?; (‘;:n, ° :t:l::::s}:lp::ﬁ-:?r ;r:’l:":'}f: ,::l: :&':(ff‘._]“f’i:h;zr:: {:: r‘:";'j“!_‘;‘
tqr,g are always in your face.” In this case, the DI is Deputy Joseph Tovar. trainees) say amongst them-  market, Bouchard said. might work here.”

to these area businesses!
LOOK FOR OUR DECAL IN THE WINDOW!
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"To subscribe or renew, a one-year subscription and receive your HomeTown Savings Card,
) rcall 734+ 591-0500 in Wayne County or 248 901-4716 in Oakland County




