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North’s Blair Weiss reaches
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STAY PIRTO BY NILL BROSLIR

Rlstrict hoops: Mike Grig'ze of Farmington (center) and

or a rebound Wednesday.

Falcons overcome

BY DAN O’MEARA
BTAY? WRITER
domeara@os.homecomm.net

What looked like a blowout
victory in the making Mondny
turned out to bo a good tipofT to
March Madness.

Farmington overcame 3 scc-
ond-half comeback by diatrict
tournament host West Bloom-
field to win the postsoason open-
er in boys basketball, 67-82.

Theo Lakers trimmed a 17-
point, first-half deficit to two in
the gecond half, but the Faleons
hold their ground at crunch
timo,

Farmingten coach Denny
Mikel had hia team playing zone
after 8-foot-7 junior Adam Stal-
lard scored 10 of his 14 points in
the firat half for West Bloom-
field,

But junior Charios Downoy
and sophormore Kyle Brown com-
bined for 16 points in the second
balf (10 in the third quarter) to
spark the Ts.

"Having watched them play,

they weren't as consistent shoot-
ing from outside,” Mikel said.
“At halftime, we snid we would
stay with the zone. But, doggone,
if they didn’t start hitting
perimeter shats.”

The Lakers outscored the Fal-
cons 20-12 in the third quarter,
trimming o 32-17 halftime
deficit to seven, 44-37, ns junior
Dan Wohl and Downey scored
six points apicce.

*Charles gave us a boost of
energy in the sccond half and
then Kyle got going,” West
Bloomficld coach Larry Moore
said, adding Brown had the flu
and played in limited stretchea.

West Bloomfield got as close
54-52 with 3:22 remaining.
Downey made a three-point play,
junior Joson Mercer made the
first of two threes in the fourth
quarter and Warren Woodruff
converted a turnover during an
8-0 run. .

*I have to give them credit,”
Mikel said, “It waan't anything
we did wrong as much as them

BﬂSketba“ from page C1

trict champs Wednesdny.

“I just hope we can coms back
Friday and play with the same
intensity and purpose,” said
Denny Mikel, adding the Falcona
wan twn hard-fought games thia
waok over West Bloomfield and
North (16-6).

Farmington pulled off the
upsot with solid team ploy and
defonse, holding North's Phil
Watha scoreless in the second
half and Emir Medunjanin to
only 16 points.

Medunjanin scored a career-
high 38 points in last year's dis-
trict finn) to lead the Raiders to
& 68-45 win over tho Falcons.

“Those were our two concerns,”
Denny Mike! said. “We wanted
to make sure Watha didn't have
any wide-open looks on the
perimeter.

“Emir had a good game, but I
think we held him reasonably
well. You're not going to stop
him, but he didn't have the big
game he had againat us last
year.”

Mike Griffie, Justin Milus,
Gilchrist and Seaborn supported
Matt Mikel's effort with 10, nine,
soven and six points, respective-

ly.

Mikel made n three in each
quarter and was 4-for-4 at the
line in overtime. Farmington
made 13 of 16 free throws over-
all, including all eight in over-

time.

“We still know we had to play
a great game (despite an earlicr,
44-41 win over the Raiders),
because North is a grent ball-
club,” Matt Mikel said.

Lakers’ rally to win district opener

getting some momentum on
their side.

*{ thought nbout going back to
man, but T was trying to protect
Justin (Milus) and some other
guys and ended up riding it out
with a zone.”

Farmington nnswered with an
8-0 run of its own that restored
its lead to 10 points and all but
scttled the issue.

Matt Mikel, who made nine of
10 free throws in the fourth
quarter and 12 of 14 overall,
sank four and Garlin Gilchrist
two, and Mike Griffie hit a
jumper to give the Falcons a 62-
52 lend with 1:43 to play.

The Lakers were within five,
64-59, with half a minute left,
but Mikel sank three more free
throws to secure the win.

Farmington made 29 of 35 free
throwa in the entire game, while
West Bloomfield (12-8) converted
seven of 11 apportunities.

“We were box-pressing them
and they were getting up the
floor a fow times,” Donny Mikel
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Semi-Finals

SEED #1 vs. SEED #4 ¢ 5:00pm
SEED #2 vs. SEED #3 ¢ 8:30pm

RDAY, MAR

Champlonship Game ¢ 7:30pm

1

4 General Admission Tickets

4 Slices of Litle Caesars Pizza

4 Cokes
CALL {313} 396-7575

TICKETS ARE: $25, $18,
Hockaytown Authentics, all

Great Group Rates A\

$13 and 59 and aro available at the Joe Louis Arena box offics,
‘soNSIAALe” (ocalions or CHARGE BY PHONE AT (248) 843-6666.
$7.50 atudent tickets are avallable at campus box offices.

“able) CALL: (313) 396-7811

FRIDAY, MARCH 10 vs. NASHVILLE « 8:00pm on K}
TUESDAY, MARCH 14 vs, NASHVILLE » 7:30pm on «a§)
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“This is great for our confi-
dence, North is our rival and the
win wili boosat un up. We looking
forward to Fridoy night. Lahser
is a very good team; we'll have to
play a good game.”

Watha finished with 10 pointa;
Mike Patterson and Mike
Primenu added six points oach
for tho Raiders, who were 12-of-
15 at the line but missed three
one-and-ono chances late in the
game,

Medunjonin rebounded a
missed Farmington free throw
and hit a three with 10 seconds
remaining in the fourth quarter
to force avertime.

“I was concerned,” Denny
Mike! said, “I saw them get a it
end our kids were hanging their
heads a bit. But when they came
over to the bench the kids were
very positive.

“They said ‘We played them
even for 32 minutes; we'll play
them even for another four.”
Justin had a big basket right
away, and that got our momen-
tum back.”

Milus scored the first basket in
overtime, and the Falcons held
the luad after that. But it was
atill just a two-point difference,
48-48, with 1:18 to play after
Mike Primeau’s basket.

Mikel and Griffie combined for
the final cight points — six at
the free throw line — to moke
the finel score appaar more one-
sided than the game actually
wes,

“I thought our first possession
was big for us,” Nerth coach Tom
Negoshian said. “We had a wide-

said. “We took the box off so the
guys could sprint down there,
becuuse (the Lakers) were really
pushing the ball,

“We went to a 3-2 zone to
match up hetter, because in the
2-3 they scemed to have some-
body open on the perimeter.
That had an impuct on who shot
the ball and when, because they
didn’t have ns many good looks
after that.”

Griffie, who scored a game-
high 18 points, and Garlin
Gilchrist came off the bench to

open three und missed it. We
went down and out, and I
thought we were in a little bit of
trouble.”

North led 13-10 after one
quarter. The teams wore tied at
halftime, 21-21, and after three
periods, 36-36, Farmington made
18 of 46 shota (.391); North sank
18 of 38 {.386).

*We had a great run,” Negoshi-
an said. “We wero 25-3 in the
league over two years. The kids
have been unbelieveable, They're
upsct because it's over.”

LAHSER 34, HARRISON 33: Six-foot-7
senior center Joe Finland scored o
game-high 17 points 10 load the Knights
In a district tournament game Wodnes-
dey, but teammata David Kemsley had
what was agunbly tha tbiggest basket.

The 6-4 sophomere, who passed up
numerous shots and was 2-0f-4 from the
floor, sank o short-range basket from
he wing 10 beeai a 33-33 tio with 1:02
temeining.

Lahser’s James Mathis, who had a
team-high 13 rebounds, edded o free
throw after baing fouled while golng in
for a dunk,

At the end of tho game, the Hawks
{9-12) had three failed chances at
shooting thiee-pointers (n Bn LASUCCEDS-
tul pttempt 12 ferco avertime.

“There wore a few koy plays,” Lohsef
cooch Chris Drogesch said. “Obviously.
ihat was o huge shot (by Komstey).
Ryan Cassan penelrated and kicked the
boll over to Dave.

~James’ nonOunk and fout got us the
ball, and his decision to just 1hrow the
ball in the air ot the end (denying Harrk
son ancther snot) wos an intelligent
move, 1t was over once he threw it in
1ho alf.

“0t course, wo never would've been

combine for 20 points in the first
half.

With the score tied, 7-7, Mikel
took o charge from Merritt, ond
the Falcons took charge of the
game after that.

Farmington took a 15-11 lead
at the end of the first quarter
and outacored West Bloomficid
17-6 in the second, holding a 32-
15 lead just before halftiine.

“In the first haif, we played in
a daze,” Moore said. “If we
played with the heart and inten-
ity we did in the gecond half, it

in position to do anything withowt (Fin-
land). He came up big In what couki've
boen his last game.” N

Finlond slso had 11 rebounds. Keme-
ley added aix polnts. Joo Hundiey scored, |
16 to 1zad Harrison. Brian Nelson
chipped In eight and Nick Hal five.

Neither team psyed particulary woll,
Hestison ahot 28 percent (15-0154) and -
Lehger 27 percent (13.0f-48}. The. -
Howke had 16 turnovers, the Knights
15, ..
“We had throe very good practices In
o row.” Humison cosch Dave Turnquist
soid. 1 folt we wero rasdy. Lehser Is a
good tosm, Joe Finland is » fouryeer -
starter st all-state condidate.

“Wa tried to take some things awny
and mske the game more physicat than
maybe thoy're used 1o. But wa didn't
make it quite s physical as we
would've liked.*

Drogosch might dlaagrec with Turo-
quist on that, hawever.

*we had good looks; ws [ust didn’t
moke shats,” Drogosch said. °I have 10
hand 1t to tho kids, sticking It out end
winning the game.

“That {Hortison) team was 80 physi-
cal. It was a consistently<called game, :
but the fact we dign't get many cells*
va3 not to our advantage.”

Lahser led at balftime, 19-17, and
after thiee quoners. 29-28. Deuces by
Hundley tied the score et 31 snd 33, |
Both teams missed several chancos *
beforo Kemaley made his big basket. -

“We had chances throughout tha
night.” Turnguist sald, adding 1t's disap; *
pointing for the acason 1o end regard: .
leas of how the Hawks exocuted. ™1 told ©
my bays, to thelr credit, thay novet
stopped believing; they never stopped .
playleg hard. o

“I con't express enough my spprecia’
tion to my team. They betieved all yeas |
long and continued to werk 1o Lry to gel
something done nnd, from that stand:
point, i's besn an sbsolute treat.”

could have been a different oute
come. n
“We played one half of baskets
ball tonight. Unfortunately, n.
basketball game is two halves.” 1}
Mikel scared 15 points, Milus;
14 and Gilchrist 12. Wohl alag*
had 14 points and Mercer 10;.
Downey finished with nine and !
Brown seven. o
Farmington shot 462 from theé!
floor (18-0f-39) and West Bloom:+
field .436 (24-0f-55). The Falcons .
made two of eight threes, the,
"

Lakers five of 21. I

Weekends . ..

Unlimited Ride Tickets:
Mon-Thur- ... .. $10

SUPER FAI

The World's Greatest Indoor Carnivai!!
Rides + Games + Food + Entertainment
Ride All The Rides For Just One Price!!

Ten Bie Days
March 17-26

eRA bttty Ny

Special Deals:
Free parking every day
Non-riding parents free
with paid child

Live on Stage! |
Tve TwISTERS BAND

Doors Open: 5:00 pm — Weekdays
Noon - Saturdays & Sundays:;
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