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Borregard presides every first
Tuesday over the party's 11th
Cpugressional District meeting
at The Leather Bottle Inn, on
Farmington, Road avuth of Efght
Mils in Livonia. He hos & list of
26 people he regulnrly contacts.

sorregard i ...

tatives not only from the Reform
Party, but other smaller groups
like the Libertarian and Groen

partios

“We're trying to create some
avenues for third party unity in
the election process,” Borregard

The state tion reports
niora than 700 Raform Party
supperters in the Farmington
a

frterest has grown since the
1908 preaidential elaction, he
nmd and not just among tho
ynungcr, formerly uninvolved

" votera credited with putting
Minnesota Gov. Jesse Ventura
itle office. -

*“I think what you have wmmg
out of the Rosa Perot election is
a core group of people who tend
to be older and concerned about
Socinl Security,” he said.
“They’re concerned about the
America they're leaving their
grandchildren. The media just
kind of ekips over that,”

The local Reform Party has
been trying to bring the third
party vate together. “Inside
Raform Today,” o local public
uccoay television show, often fea-
tures candidates and represen-

Clearly, however, ho bas hia
own agenda, Borregard's wurk

information about tho test stan-
dard, Borregard said.

The hottest issuc between
Vagnozzi and Raczkowaki has
been tho tug of war between the
state and local governmonts over
“homo rule,” or local control.
‘Vagnozzl han been an cutspoken
critic of proposed legislation that

on the Reform Party’s ed
platform has left him with some
strong opinions about the Michl-
gan Educational Assesament
Program (MEAP) tests, a8 well
as education funding, both of
which he belioves have besn
overly politicized.

“In a lot of our dwtnc:n,
there's n disparity between rich

* and poor that shouldn't exist in

public education,” ho said. *1
the MEAP test is a politi-
cal hot potato. It's not a good
test. The teachers don't like it,
the parents don’t like it or they
don't understand it, and the stu-
dents get nothing out of it.”

overrides ordis passed by
local governments. Raczkowski
has been equally outspoken
about how those bills have been
misinterpreted.

“I'm profoundly for local con-
trol as much as possible,” Borre-
gard said. “It's the extreme
polarity between the two partica
that's ripping the fabric of our
society.”

He intonds to carry his mes-
snge during the next eight
months door to door, and fotka
can also expect to sec him at
community events. Borregard's

He favors already
in place, like the Jowa or Califor-
nia basic skill testa. And if offi-
cials are going to publish MEAP
scores, thoy should alko publish

_-cord).
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latf also includes the fol-
luwmg planka:
W Opposing a local minimum

wage;

| Fighting Oakland’s “tax
donor” status, attempting to
recapture more of the 16 of every
100 tax dollars that go to the
state;

B Opposing what he belioves
are unfair trade relationships
that force high-tech joba out of
tho state;

® Reducing clnss sizes at all
levels to 18;

M Expanding cultural arts
opportunities, including the
establishment of a children's aci-
enca and arts center; and

I Creating a light rail plan far
the region.

Police defend the use of
v1deotape in robbery case

BY Jox1 HUESXD
BINT
jhubred@os homesomm nat
Whilo defense attorneys in an
attempted robbery case may
raise concerns, Farmingtou Hills
police stand firmiy behind their
uso of squad car videp cameras.
A portion of the tape taken
from a Fnrmmgton H.llls pelice

eras in polics cars, Tapes record
tho officer’a full shift and aro
stored for 90 days, unless thoy
becoms evidence in a criminal or
civil trial, or & complaint against
an officer.

More than 7,000 tapos are
stored with the Hills Police
Department.

*They've bean a great mat for

dmppod in tho snow n3ar vwhere
King exited the vehicls, The tape
showed Vassar's hand extended
from the passenger side window.

The .38 was found on that side of
the car, about 15 or 20 feot from
the door.

In addition, police found white
trash baga, ncoprene nnd ski
mnnka duct tape and numerous

ffs,” which police quite

car camora p; at
a prchmmury exaniination for
two men suspected of planning
to rob Howard's Discount Jowel-
ry on Grand River Feb. 16. Over
the objections of defense attor-
neys, 47th District Court Judge
Fred Harris admitted the evi-
dence and found probable couse
to bind Leonard Jerome Vassar
ard Caseiug Rupert King aver
for trial.

They both face several felony
charges related to possession of
a weapon by a felon and
woapons possession during the
commission of a felony. In addi-
tion, Vassar in charged with hav-
ing a concealed weapon in a
vehicle, and King is charged
with {leeing a potice officer,

*I don't know what authority
the polize have to run around
with a camara, listening to peo-
ple,” said Vansar's attorney,
Charles Idlesohn, challenging
tho power of pclice officers to gu
*poeping” into pcople’a lives,

Hurris . denied Idlesohn's
motion to suppreas the tape,
which was supported by King’s

eascs in conj
wntb ather ovidence,” Dwyer
said. “I'm a big proponcnt of in-
car cameroa.”

The exam, which lasted about
an hour, included teatimony
from Hills officers who were
involved in the chase from
Grand River to Roosovelt on Feb.

186,

Officer Eric Buckberry
launched the pursuit after spot-
ting the green Dodge Neen with
two black male occupanta pull
far back into the parking lot at
Pcp Boys, two doors down from
Howdrd's.

Dramatic end

Responding to questions from
Assgistant Prosecutor Hala Jar-
bou, Buckberry said he had been
given information from detec-
tives about a similar vehicle and

ta, scon by a neighb

behind the jewelry store.soveral
weoks eariier, The neighbor said
the men had been acting suspi-
ciously, he testified.

Buckberry (estificd thet when
ho activated his patrol car lights

and d to stop the Ncon,

thicen Sol Heo
also ordercd the prosecution to
make tho entire tape available,
because only a portion of it had

_been copied onto the tape viewod

in the courtroom,

On Friday, Hills Police Chief
Bill Dwyer said his department
was one of the firat io the tri-
county area to install vis cam-
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tho suspects sped up. Two Hills
squads followed as the car
turned down Roosevelt, exceed-
ing of §5 to 60 mph ina
25 mph ruidentinl neighbor-

The taped showed the chase
concluded in d; tic fashion.

“The very end of Roosevelt was
a sheet of ice that day,” Buckber-
ry said. “He -lld and struck a
tree.”

Buckberty sald the driver fled

often use for mass arrests, Buck-
berry testified.

Solomon's questions contered
around the fact that before offi-
cers turned on their lights to
stop the car, the driver had com-
mitted no traffic vietation and
there was no “be on the lookout,”
or BOL, alert for a vehicle
muatching that description.

“Prior to turning your lights
on, this vehicle hadn't broken
any laws at all,” she said.

Idlesohu also pointed out that
tho person who first reported the
suspicibus vehicle hadn't identi-
fied either the car or the two
suspects.

“Would ynu call what you ¢ did

1 " he asked Bi

ry.

“I'd call what they did danger-
ous,” Buckberry answerei.

When Idlesohn asked if Buck-
berry would eall what he did
“necessary,” the officer replied
aimply, “Yes.”

Rocounting the testimony of
officers Buckberry and Lawrence
Fetherolf, who backed up the
purauit, Judge Harris said he
found sufficient evidence to bind
the defendants over for trial.

“Based on what the court has
seen, based on what the court
has heard, this court finds prob-
able cause to believe these defen-
dants committed the crimos
charged,” Harris said, continu-
ing bond for bath at $500,000.

Solomon zaid her client won-
dered why the judge set bail so
high. When the defendants were
i Joan Dud-

the "Mcle, bt the
was pinned in.'A short foot pur-
suit ended in Kinja arrest, and
Vassar waa rqmovoed from the
vehiclo by other officers,

A .22.cnliber automatic rifle
and a .38-caliber revolver werc
recuvered at thp scene. Buckber-
ry tostified the .22 had been

Bring In All Of Your Old -
Diamonds & Gold
Rolex Watches Wante.

Batteries for Most Watche:

ley set bond at $10,000 or less
for each, n move that upset
Farmington Hills police. .

“Why is it so high? Ho wansn't a
{ast enough driver. If he'd have
been a faster driver, it would
have been $1 million,” Harris
snapped,
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